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Tam’s Front
Porch Ponderings

Tammy Terry
TamsFrontPorch@IrvineOnline.Net

Some days I'm very
fortunate and get to spend

Good Bye, Old Friend . ..

headed up Sand Hill to get
ready for her soccer game.
After we topped the second
hill, we saw signs alerting
us of “Flagman Ahead” so
I slowed down and round-
ed Patty Hall’s curve at a
snail’s pace. What we saw
left us both . .. speechless!

The road was full of men
dressed in glow-in-the-dark
vests and they advised me
to proceed slowly. Im-
mediately I noticed a tree
was missing, not just any
tree, but one of the massive
Oak trees that guards the
entrance to a small cem-
etery that I’ve always called
“Two Oaks.” I'm not sure

been as fortunate, there are
scuffs and scratches and at
least one rather large scar
where an unlucky driver
whammed into the side of
it, but otherwise, they’ve
stood the test of time and
solemnly guarded the gate.
Now, one was gone, the
other ‘trimmed’ to look like
some horribly deformed
tree from a scary movie.
I thought I would cry. I
glanced over at Scarlett and
her face reflected mine, we
both couldn’t believe it.

I crept by the scene of the
crime, staring as a ginor-
mous chain saw dug at what

house in silence, no words
could describe the sadness
I felt over the tree being
cut. When I say it was a
massive tree, I mean it was
HUGE! I dare say it would
take four or five people with
outstretched arms, to reach
around it, maybe more! “I
wonder how old it was,”
Scarlett whispered as we
pulled into the driveway.
“I don’t know, I wonder if
they thought to count the
rings?”’, I quietly answered.
“Maybe we could do that
one day, you know, stop by
and count the rings on the
stump,” she said. “Yeah,
we could do that,” I replied,

Suddenly the truck
pulled over and backed
into an area that drops over
into a holler and the tree
was dumped. I was sick!
Knowing it was there, in the
holler, every time I drive
by, just too much to think
about. I wondered about a
friend of mine that carves
wooden bowls from trees
such as this and thought it
a shame that the tree could
have had new life in his
hands.

Again, as | rounded Pat-
ty Hall’s curve, I met one
of the trucks full of men
who had cut down the tree.
I stopped traffic and hung
out my window and asked,
“Did you count the rings?”

He grinned and said,
“There were a BUNCH!”

“But did you COUNT
the rings?” 1 asked him
again.

“Nope, but I bet that tree
was at least 200 years old”
he replied.

Scarlett and I drove
away slowly, feeling hon-
ored to have known a 200
year old tree and when
we passed the cemetery,
Scarlett softly said, “Now
you’ll have to call it Lone
Oak Cemetery.”

All T could do was nod,
the words stuck in my
throat, but I managed to
whisper a final farewell.
“Goodbye old friend, I
won’t forget.”
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See Us Today! ¢+ Free Consulting ¢ Free Quotes

We Have Several New Companies Now

With Affordably Rates To Fit Your Needs

Cox Insurance Inc.
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List Price: $119,900

1329 Red Lick Road, Irvine

Take Highway 52 to Irvine, turn next to
McDonald’s onto Wisemantown Road,
follow for about a mile and turn left on
Red Lick Road, about a mile; house
will be on the left. Look for sign.

1329 RED LICK ROAD, IRVINE

Located on Red Lick Road, just outside of Irvine. One owner, and has
never been on the market. Two large bedrooms and 2 baths; home is
handicapped accessible if needed. Has attached 2-car garage and is sit-
uated on a 1+/-corner lot. There is afenced area in the back yard and lots
of trees and mountain views. Only 30 minutes from Richmond and I-75.

CALL TRACI DEAN @ (859) 582-9675 for
your personal showing or more information.
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