Arkansas Duck Hunting Wit _ id Of Ice (Part10f2)

difficult driving on ice while

from the
Woods

& Water
by Jay |

Blcknell

WetStoneKennels@Yahoo.Com '

Arkansas Duck Hunting
with a Side of Ice! (Part 1 of
2)

It’s the morming of De-
cember 5th, one day be-
fore we leave for Arkansas,
the duck hunting capital of
the world. The crew and I
couldn’t wait to start shoot-
ing ducks, but that afternoon,
the guide calls to make sure
we are still coming; he said
they are getting ready to get
slammed with a major ice
storm. He gave us the option
to reschedule or cancel. Re-
scheduling or canceling was
not an option to four guys
who had been planning on
this trip for a year!

I guess crazy was the
word of the day for De-
cember 6th. We headed out
around 5:00 a.m., Arkansas
or bust. The drive wasn’t
that bad, just lots of rain.

Wanderings}| ;'iﬁ;

Then we h1t Memphis, the
land of bridges. That’s when
we started hitting ice. Yes,
bridges freeze before road-
ways!

The closer we got to our
destination, the thicker the
ice was on the road. The
driving was rough. A few
times [ think my passengers
might have been a little ner-
vous. I was only nervous for
about 95% of the drive. I
don’t think I ever got over 45
mph after we hit the ice. The
truckers sure are nice in Ar-
kansas, because one passed
us doing 80 on the ice. He
immediately threw up his
hand to let us know we were
number 1 with him.

We were a few miles out
when we saw a field that
had to have at least 100,000
snow geese in it. | am here to
tell you, it is 10 times more

Donating Christmas trees

“Trees For Troops” coordinates
your purchase of real trees from
participating farms and ships them to
military families, with an emphasis on
those having someone serving

< participating tree farms near you,
% you can donate online or by mail.
For more information, go to

overseas. If there are no

www.treesfortroops.org
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Stickeler’s Puzzle

wyTerry Stickels

1. Mali

2. Czech Republic

3. Cambodia

4. Colombia

5. The Democratic
Republic of the
Congo

ISTICKEIERS

Match former country names on the right
with current names on the left.
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a. Bohemia

b. New Granada

¢. Zaire

d. Democratic
Kampuchea

e. French Sudan

Stickeler’s Answer on Page 12

watching thousands of ducks

and geese. All these ducks |

and geese had us wound up
and ready to get after them.
We arrived at the guide’s
house where we sat on the
front porch and watched

thousands and thousands of |

waterfowl flying around. The
temperature was dropping
drastically. The guide said
with the temperature drop-
ping down in the single dig-

its, we would not start hunt- |5 ‘ .'
ing the next day until noon. |

Those were tough words for
guys that were about to bust
from excitement.

We made it out on De-
cember 7th around noon. We

hunted a pitblindina flooded |

rice field. The temperature at
noon was around 16 degrees.
The flooded rice had a lot of
ice. The guides were impres-
sive on a 4-wheeler breaking
ice. You just had to be there
watching the abuse they put
the ATV’s through busting
ice.

The guides got the water
open and the ducks were
starting to fly. The years of
dreaming about going to Ar-
kansas to duck hunt, the year
of planning our trip, and the
nervous excitement leading
up to the hunt; I was finally
in the blind with three of my
closest friends in the world,
Matthew Plowman, Kelby
Browning, and Mike Tipton.
Matthew and Kelby are like
sons to me, and Mike 1s like
a brother. [ was finally in Ar-
kansas, the duck capital of
the world!!

Read next week for Part
2 of Arkansas Duck Hunting
with a Side of Ice!

Until next week, get out
and enjoy God’s creation!

me - Cindy Brook
Gifts of the Spirit

Gifts aren't always material. I
received the love of nature from
my father, who also loved it. He
was an artist and taught me how
to appreciate nature through an
artist’s eye. It has been the best
gift T have ever received, and I
am grateful to have it.

E-mail: birdingbits@cfl.rr.com
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We Can Help

John Cox

If You Do

Not Have Insurance Now!

See Us Today! ¢ Free Consultin

Even If You Have Other Problems
With Your Insurance, Come See Us!

¢ Free Quotes

We Have Several New Companies Now

With Affordably Rates To Fit Your Needs

Cox Insurance Inc.
606-723-4013

407 Richmond Road Irvine, Kentucky
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Left to right: Mike Tipton, Jay Bicknell, Matthew plowman, and Kelby Browning
after a frigid morning in Arkansas.
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Yol/ Bena”em = We Mend’em

e Complete Wreck
Rebuilding

e Specializing in
Frame Repair
e All Types of Painting

e Complete Glass
Repair & Replacement

e Air Conditioning
Service

24 Hour Wrecker Service

After Hours: Call Bill (723-3305) or Ricky (723-2773)
See Ricky, Bill, Earl, or Todd at

Arthur’s Body Shop

524 Broadway, Irvine ¢ 723-4391
Monday - Friday, 8am-5pm; Saturday, 8am to Noon
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