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Vain Worship

Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

Mark 7:6-9, “He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esa-
ias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people hono-
ureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in
vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the
tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other
such like things ye do. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject
the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.”

Jesus was speaking to those who thought that they were the ones
who were pleasing to God. Evidently they figured that Jesus was a
false teacher because he didn’t do like they did. In this case, Jesus, the
Son of God, was rejected by those who were supposed to worship and
follow the Word of God. To them, their traditions carried more force
than did the commands of God. The Lord was not pleased with them,
no matter how pleased they were with themselves.

How can anyone claim to believe God, walk with him, and do his
will, and at the same time, mock, change, and leave out God’s com-
mands? You might wonder if such a thing were possible. Bad as it is to
think on, it is not only possible, but it happens everyday. People follow
the doctrines of man, make light of the commands of God, and claim to
walk in a way pleasing to God. Sounds like the Pharisees that we read
of in the Bible doesn’t it? The modern day Pharisee is doing the same as
they did when Jesus walked the earth.

Why do we have so many dominations, and churches, today? When
you visit different churches you find that there are empty pews, so it
is easy to see that it is not because of overcrowding. Some are there
simply because some wanted to have their own way and started another
congregation so they could control it. Pride plays a part in many of these
situations and we know what the Lord thinks of our fleshly pride.

Denominations came about the same way; people differed over the
doctrines of God. Some left parts out, and some added their traditions
and opinions according to what they liked. As believers we should be
most concerned with what God likes. Who is leading in things such as

this? I can guarantee this, it is not the Holy Spirit. The Lord is not
divided, and the scriptures show plainly that the church is not to be
divided either. If Paul, or any of the early church, could come into a
modern congregation today, what would they think? Would they be
impressed with the fancy building, the choir robes, and the elaborate
ceremonies, that are called worship. Would the fine suit worn by the
preacher, and his education impress them? How many “amens” would
they give for the message preached? I wonder what the Lord thinks
about the services that are so formal; everything is timed, leaving little
room for the working of the Spirit.

Little church, or big church, if we do not worship in spirit and in
truth, it is a vain service. All through the Bible we can see that cold,
dead, formal services were not acceptable to the Lord. Even in the
book of Revelation, chapter three, the church at Sardis was told that
it had a name that it lived, but was dead. They were told to remember
what they had heard (the gospel), and to repent. If we are not doing
God’s Will, we need to do the same, repent and obey God’s Word. Any
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other way is vain worship.
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taken from the Book of Genesis
intending to show some of the
customs of these ancient and
traditional times.

IN THE LATTER DAYS OF KING ~

SOLOMON,; WHEN THE KING WAS
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St. Elizabeth

Catholic Church

322 5th St., Ravenna, KY
Sunday Mass 9:00 am

Thursday Mass 6:00 pm

(606) 723-4705

Wednesday Mass 6:00 pm

Contact: Father Al Fritsch, S.J.| &

—_.AND JEROBOAM
SETS OUT FOR MILLO,
HAPPY IN HIS IMPOR-

TANT MISSION !

JERUSALEM LIES BEHIND

HIM, AND MILLO IS STILL

Honchell’s

Men’s & Boys’
Clothing & Shoes
Tuxedo Rental Available

West Irvine Plaza
Irvine, Kentucky

Phone 723-7316

FAR AHEAD AND IN THE
WILD LANDS BETWEEN,
A GAUNT AND LONE

e

— - et

Hérdy Ol

Company, Inc.

74 River Drive
Irvine, Kentucky

Phone 723-3664

Harg First
Church of God

Hwy. 82, Irvine, KY

Sunday School 10:00 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening 6:00 pm

Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm
Last Sunday Singing7:00 pm
Everyone Is Welcome!

Forrest Turpin, Pastor

Advertise

Here!
Call 723-5012
The Estll County Tribuge

- LEWiS
o Home

wwwlewisth.com 224 Main
Pre-Need Irvine, KY

Services 723-21 51

Available
Inner Beauty
Hair, Nails & Day Spa
363 Richmond Road, Irvine
Phone 723-0118
Joanna Jernigan
Owner & Master Stylist
Stephanie Isaacs
Master Stylist & Nail Tech
Sherry Harrison

“For All Your Spa Needs”

=

?I -
= | Next Werk
g torn cloak

SAVE THIS FOR YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL SCRAPBOOK

Advertise Here!

Prayer Circle at

Knowlton
Church

Call for Prayer

726-9705
663-0783
(859) 432-0939
(859) 498-0456
(606) 359-1119
(606) 359-1590

Call (606) 723-5012
The Estill County Tribune

SAVE-A-LOT

1290 Richmond Road
Irvine, Kentucky

Phone 723-6372

Roadside Mission

Advertise

Here!
Call 723-5012
The Estll County Tribune

Church of God

Welcomes You!
A Bible Teaching Church
Furnace Junction Ravenna, KY
Sunday School & Morning Worship, 10 am
Sunday Evening Evangelistic Service, 6 pm
Wed. Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, 6 pm
Radio Ministry
Sundays, 2:00 p.m. WSKV 104.9 FM

Henry T. Johnson, Pastor

Warren F. Zoler

Funeral Home

99 Cedar Grove
www.tolerfuneralhome.com

Family
Owned
and

Obituary
Line
Phone

Phone 723-2183

Operated 723-4242

Advertise Here!
Call (606) 723-5012
The Estill County Tribune

Emmanuel
Baptist
Church

3905 Richmond Road
Irvine, Kentucky 40336
Pastor: Sherl Thomas

Services
Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm
Established
September 12, 1999




