Turkey Season Opened Saturday &

by Kevin Kelly
Kentucky Dept. of Fish
& Wildlife Resources

Hunters could have the
long winter to thank for
what is shaping up to be a
good start to Kentucky’s
statewide spring wild tur-
key season, which opened
Saturday, April 12, and runs
through May 4.

“The timing of the first
peak in gobbling and our
season opener should be
pretty close this year be-
cause the long winter some-
what delayed the arrival of
spring,” said Steven Dobey,
wild turkey program coordi-
nator for the Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and Wild-
life Resources.

Often the peak gobbling
period falls before the sea-
son opener, affording gob-
blers time to breed hens be-
fore they could potentially
fall prey to a hunter. The
late break in the weather
this year sets up an ideal
scenario across much of the
state with breeding activity
— and the gobbling that goes
with it — approaching a cre-
scendo. The birds haven’t
been disturbed and should
be more responsive to a
hunter’s call.

Last spring, Kentucky
outpaced all surrounding
states in the number of birds
harvested per square mile.
Hunters reported taking
32,498 wild turkeys for an
average of 0.82 per square
mile, placing Kentucky
slightly ahead of neighbor-
ing Tennessee.

“We’re having this great
success while doing so in
a pretty narrow window of
opportunity,” Dobey said.

“It reflects the large geo-
graphic area in which we
have turkeys. People can
go to almost any area in the
state and have good success
in the spring.”

Approximately 90,000

people hunt wild turkeys in
Kentucky and each is al-
lowed a limit of two beard-
ed birds during the spring
season. Any combination
of male turkeys, or female
turkeys with visible beards,
may be included in the sea-
son limit. No more than one
bird may be taken per day.

Shooting hours are 30
minutes before sunrise to
30 minutes after sunset, but
hunters can be in the field be-
fore or after shooting hours.

The Green River Region,
encompassing 25 counties in
the south-central part of the
state, traditionally produces
the highest harvest totals.

It accounted for 32 per-
cent of all birds taken in
2013, with hunters in the
Southeast Region coming
in second with 24 percent
of the annual spring harvest.
This trend has continued this
year as hunters in the Green
River Region accounted for
approximately 36 percent of
birds taken during the spring
youth-only hunting week-
end that ended this past Sun-
day.

The region’s mix of for-
ested land and agricultural
fields makes it ideal for wild
turkeys, Dobey said.

“When you incorporate
the agricultural component,
that jumps it up to anoth-
er level because there’s a
whole other source of food
out there that isn’t as readily
available to turkeys in some
other regions,” he said.

Kentucky’s wild turkey
flock numbered around
130,000 birds when res-
toration efforts ended in
1997 and the population is
estimated to have grown to
about 220,000 birds state-
wide.

Spring harvest totals have
exceeded 32,000 birds each
year since a record 36,097
were taken in 2010.

A spike in reproduction

in 2008 is a driving factor
behind the increased hunter
success in recent seasons,
but reproduction on the
whole has been classified as
moderate to poor for several
years.

Kentucky Fish and Wild-
life is participating in an on-
going research study look-
ing into declines in wild
turkey reproduction in the
southeastern United States.
The study’s findings will
guide management efforts
across the region.

“Most, if not all, south-
eastern states have observed
declines in our summer
brood surveys,” Dobey said.
“It’s not unique to Kentucky.
Rather, it’s a regional trend
that all of us are curious
about what could be causing
this.”

An uptick in reproduc-
tion was observed last year
in Kentucky. The average
number of young turkeys
(poults) per hen in 2013 was
1.9, up from 1.8 the year be-
fore.

Still, wildlife managers
will be monitoring Ken-
tucky’s spring turkey season
closely after seeing a de-
cline in the fall harvest. The
2013-14 fall season take of
2,671 turkeys represented
a 39 percent drop over the
previous fall harvest.

The fall turkey season
can be somewhat tricky to
analyze. Typically, about 70
percent of the birds are tak-
en by shotgun and the shot-
gun season is comprised of
two, seven-day periods that
only include two weekends.
Bad weather or even a ma-
jor sporting event can keep
hunters from going into the
field.

“It’s something we’ll
watch,” said Karen Waldrop,
wildlife division director for
Kentucky Fish and Wild-
life. “It’s not alarming. The
weather during that time
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was not ideal. But we will
keep an eye on the spring
harvest, which is probably
a better indicator because
low success during the fall
season could be attributable
to hunter participation. No-
body misses spring season.”

Hunters are encouraged
to consult the 2014 Ken-
tucky Spring Hunting Guide
before heading into the field
in search of'a boss gobbler. It
is available online at fw.ky.
gov and includes informa-
tion about current regula-
tions, licenses and permits,
legal equipment, safety tips
and more. 2F

Kevin Kelly is a staff |
writer for Kentucky Afield |55
magazine, the official pub-
lication of the Kentucky
Department of Fish and
Wildlife Resources. He is
an avid angler with a pas-
sion for muskellunge and
stream fishing. Get the lat-
est from Kevin and the en-
tire Kentucky Afield staff by
following them on Twitter:

@kyafield.

Andrew Elam with his 1st ever Thunder Chlcken 23-
Lb., 10” beard and 1.25” spurs.
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The stateW|de sprmg wild turkey season in Kentucky opened Saturday, April 12
and runs through May 4. Kentucky’s wild turkey flock is estimated to number
about 220,000 birds. Last spring, hunters reported taking 32,498 wild turkeys as
Kentucky averaged more birds harvested per square mile (0.82) than any of the
seven states bordering it. (Photo courtesy of Dave Baker)
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Irvine Nursing & Rehab!

An “ege”cellent place that can fit all your
health care needs m one basket! Hop m today
for more iformation or to schedule a tour.

surgery or
orthopedic
mnjury

1606-723-5153

Nursing & Rehabilitation

Keeping Your Healthcare on the Right Track

411 Bertha Wallace Drive

Irvine KY 40336.
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TOWARD PURCHASE PRICE OF |TOWARD PURCHASE PRICE OF | TOWARD PURCHASE PRICE OF
LTX KW LAWN TRACTORS| ~ TANK™ L 54 KW* TANKL 60 KW*

SERIES 1000

LTX KW LAWN TRACTORS

TANK L SERIES
CUB CADET DEALER COMMERCIAL ZERO-TURN RIDERS

¢ Premium features only available at your dealer including:
18 HP* - 23 HP' professional-grade Kawasaki® engines;
durable front bumper; comfortable, high-back seat

¢ Enjoy the beautiful Cub Cadet Signature Cut™ from
42" - 50" heavy duty mowing decks

e Ultra-tight 12" turning radius for superior maneuverability
around obstacles

* Kawasaki FX Series commercial-grade engine
delivers higher horsepower and maximum torque
for enhanced performance

« Delivers the beautiful Cub Cadet Signature Cut on 54"
or 60" heavy-duty, fabricated mowing decks

¢ Industry-leading, heavy-duty commercial-grade steel
frame absorbs the stress of hours of operation over
rough terrain

STARTING AT:
$1,699%%" (= y="r /8=
*Price shown for LTX KW reflects $100 Offer.

SMART FACTORY FINANCING AVAILABLE.

AVAILABLE ON SELECT MODELS TO QUALIFIED CUSTOMERS.

STARTING AT:
SRCTER cub Cadet:
*Price shown for TANK L reflects $200 Offer.

days days ...
y y AMERICAN
*INGENUITY

AT ITS BEST

SIGNATURE CUT"
SERIES

WALK-BEHIND MOWERS

* Mow at your own speed with new
MySpeed™ variable drive system
(excluding SC 100)

* Beautiful results of the Cub Cadet
Signature Cut

 SureStart Guarantee® ensures your
mower will startin 1 -2 pulls

RZT* S SERIES

FOUR-WHEEL STEER
ZERO-TURN RIDERS

SERIES 2000

GARDEN TRACTORS

* Fingertip control with Electronic
Power Steering (EPS) provides
easier maneuverability and a more
enjoyable ride (GTX 2000 and GTX
2154 only)

e Legendary Cub Cadet shaft drive
means no belts to the drive system
to slip, stretch or break, for
maximum power and reliability

* Revolutionary steering wheel control
and four-wheel steering give superior
zero-turn maneuverability on varied
terrain, including hills

® 42" 46," 50" heavy-duty stamped
decks deliver the beautiful results of
the Cub Cadet Signature Cut

 Available 54" fabricated deck features
exclusive tunnel design for the best-

Deck sold separately — Starting at $500* in-class cut and durability
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STARTING AT:

$2,699%"

STARTING AT:
ENELE Cub Cadel:
GTX 2154 Shown — Starting at $5,49999*

days STARTING AT: days

IR s cuter

SC 100 Shown — Starting at $24999*

CubCadel”

BISHOP'S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR INC

119 North Estill Ave.
Richmond, KY 40475

859-624-1893

www.bishopssmallenginerepair.com

(1) Cub Cadet Days $100 Toward Purchase Price of LTX KW Lawn Tractors is $100 toward the regular purchase price of the LTX 1042 KW, LTX 1046 KW, and
LTX 1050 KW Lawn Tractors. Offer valid between 3/15/2014 - 6/15/2014.

(2) Cub Cadet Days $200 Toward Purchase Price of Tank L 54 KW Commercial Zero-Turn Rider is $200 toward the regular purchase price of the Tank L 54 KW
Commercial Zero-Turn Rider. Offer valid between 2/15/2014 - 6/15/2014. Cub Cadet Days $500 Toward Purchase Price of Tank L 60 KW Commercial Zero-Turn
Rider is $500 toward the regular purchase price of the Tank L 60 KW Commercial Zero-Turn Rider. Offer valid between 2/15/2014 - 6/15/2014.

(3) Subject to credit approval on a Cub Cadet credit card account. Not all customers qualify. Additional terms may apply.
Please see your local Cub Cadet dealer for details.

* Product Price — Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary.
Models subject to limited availability. Cub Cadet commercial products are intended for commercial use.

1 As rated by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE J1995 and rated in accordance with SAE J2723 and certified by SAE International
Specifications and programs are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications.

© 2014 Cub Cadet 2014_CCDays_$100_OFFER_Q_BW #67661 cubcadet.com




