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Tam’s Front
Porch Ponderings

Tammy Terry
TamsFrontPorch@IrvineOnline.Net

Believe it or not, it’s Back
to School time! Next Tues-
day that big yellow bus will
roll by your house and safe-
ly transport your students to
school. As always, here’s a
few tips for making that day
and the weeks to follow, go
as smoothly as possible.

Remember that we in the
school system are only hu-
man. We take our jobs very
seriously and love what we
do or we wouldn’t be do-
ing it! Mistakes are going to
happen, just remember that
we have feelings too and
feel as bad about a mistake
as you do. The first month
of school is very hectic, es-
pecially bus schedules. Be
patient with us as we get
back into a routine. It is very
helpful if for those first few
weeks, you make a sched-
ule and stick to it. Changing
where Little Susie or Little
Johnny need to go in the af-
ternoons AFTER they leave
home makes it difficult to
develop good bus habits.
Again, we are only human
and we try to watch every
single child loading and un-
loading buses, but if your
little one has a bus note that
came in late in the day, mix
ups will happen. We try hard
for them NOT to but again
... we are only human.

Since our P-K and 1-2
centers are housed at their
own individual buildings
now, it is important to re-
member that until our wee
ones learn the schedule,
afternoon pick ups will be
long. We all have to get
back into the flow of things
and we are constantly up-
dating systems to make
things easier for you and
your students. The drive-
thru numbers you are is-
sued at the beginning of the
year are CRUCIAL for your
child’s safety. Please have
them hanging so our staff

GEEER [ DD SESED mon SNETD SR ommEn momm gmmmn
e ] B el S e Hnen O BE HE B e
ol e o R Sl o Sl sl

KidsSs LoOove
. Bluberries
. Oats
. Almonds
-Eggs (—_
. Cinnamon —-
. Edamame

. Quinoa
. Yogurt

. Cherries
10. Milk /-~
11. Strawberries
Source: Activebeat.com

CONQAUIAWN -

®© 2014 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.
World rights reserved.

Marcumi&:Wallace

Its ‘Back to Sclzool "Time

can clearly see your num-
ber. Help your child memo-
rize it if at all possible. The
safety of our students is
our number one priority!
These numbers ensure that
the student is getting into
the correct vehicle. Which
brings up another very, very
important detail. Remem-
ber that you are in a school
zone, SLOW DOWN. Be
respectful to other drivers
and school staff, we all want
what’s best for our children.
Sliding into the drive-thru
like Jeft Gordon is not go-
ing to help matters, so take a
deep breath and slow down.

Putting your child’s name
inside a lunch box, jacket,
purse, backpack, etc. makes
life a whole lot easier on us.
We try hard to return each
item found to it’s rightful
owner, but without a name
inside it sometimes is very
difficult.

The One Call system is a
service provided to inform
you of upcoming events
and school closings. List
only your home phone and/
or cell phone number for
contact. If at any time your
number changes, please
contact your school with
the update. This service is
optional and we understand

that some do not wish to re-
ceive calls, but keep in mind
that a phone call makes it
to you easier than a note in
a little one’s backpack. If
school is cancelled or dis-
missed early, never fear, we
WILL contact you. When
an unexpected snow hits
us while at school, the last
thing we need to do is filter
phone calls all day. Our staff
flies into action, making
sure each child is properly
taken care of and that some-
one will be picking them up
or be at their bus stop. If we
are on the phone answer-
ing the question, “You let-
ting school out early?”, then
that takes us away from the
task at hand. The One Call
system will contact you, as
well as local television and
radio. Again, we are only
human and our office staff
is sometimes spread thin,
but rest assured, our number
one priority is the safety of
your child.

Now to probably the most
important job in our District,
the Bus Driver! These fine
folks love what they do and
love our children. Remem-
ber to slow down during
bus traffic time and be sure
to smile and wave! They
are carrying precious cargo
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Thursday, July 31st, 4-7 p.m.

West Irvine Intermediate
“Back To School” Night

All students and families are invited to attend West

and even though they can’t
wave back, it’s nice to see
they are appreciated. I can-
not imagine driving a bus
load of students, I do well
to drive and listen to the
radio, but these wonderful
people keep an eye on the
road AND the students. It
takes a very special person
to drive a bus and we have
the best around. If you see
a driver out in town, be sure
to thank them. They carry
a heavy responsibility and
do so without complaining,
without standing ovations,
without high pay, yes to me
the most important person in
my children’s school years
were their bus drivers.

We are so excited to see
our students again and look
forward to meeting new lit-
tle faces. So ready or not...
here it comes, the 2014-
2015 school year! Let’s
make it the BEST ever!

Estill County High School
Schedule Pickup Times

Students attending Estill County High School during
upcoming school year may pick up their schedules
on the designated days and times listed below:

Wednesday, July 30th

New Enrollees ....9-11 am. & 1 - 3 p.m.
Thursday, July 31st

Freshmen Orientation............... 6 -8 p.m.

Freshmen should arrive by 6 p.m. for orientation in
the High School auditorium. Schedules will be passed
out following orientation. Food will be provided.

ESTILL PUBLIC LIBRARY
246 Main Street, Irvine, KY - Call 723-3030

Week of August 4-7, 2014

BOOKMOBILE SCHEDULE

MON. TUES. WED. THUR.
Mountain Crest Winston Wisemantown | Spout Springs
OldFoxRoad | TrottingRidge | Station Camp Hudson Mill
Fumace Jct. Sandhill Red Lick New Fox Road
Miller’s Creek Crooked Creek | Hargett-Parvin
Cow Creek Road

“Mommie & Me” and Storytime

Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and Fridays at 10:30 a.m.

SOUTH IRVINE P-K CENTER
KINDERGARTEN

CAMP

Thursday, July 31st
10:00am to 2:00pm

The purpose of Kindergarten Camp is to help families
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Irvine Intermediate’s Back to School Night. Students will
have the opportunity to meet their new teachers and staff,
tour the school and enjoy a family dinner before going
home! Families will also have the opportunity to learn more
about resources available in our community. We hope you
will make plans to attend!

Estill County Schools School
Lunch/School Breakfast Policy

Estill County Schools has announced an amendment to
its policy for serving meals to students under the National
School Lunch / School Breakfast Programs for the 2014-
2015 school year. All students will be served breakfast
and lunch at no charge at the following sites:

o Estill County High School

o Estill County Middle School

o Estill Springs Elementary

o South Irvine Pre-K Center

o West Irvine Elementary

o Success Academy (Alternative School)

For additional information please contact: Estill Coun-
ty School, Attention Belinda Puckett, Child Nutrition Ser-
vices, PO Box 930, Irvine, KY 40336, (606) 726-3060,

belinda.puckett@estill.kyschools.us.

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against
its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race,
color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and
where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual
orientation, or if all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public
assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any pro-
gram or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases
will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, com-
plete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call
(866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the
information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter
to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication,
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202)
690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may con-
tact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-
6136 (in Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

* Meet teachers
and grounds

posters

learn more of what is expected in Kindergarten, while
familiarizing them with the school staff and facilities.
Things you will do at Kindergarten Camp will include:

and staff

* Tour the school building
* Make cool “All About Me”

* Engage in fun Activities

* Take a short bus ride

e Eat lunch in the cafeteria

* Play on our school playground
(weather permitting)

* Receive Student/parent
informational packets

We invite all Kindergarten families to join us on this day

At the South Irvine P-K Center
1000 South Irvine Road
Irvine, KY 40336

recognized as one of the

Great Community
Hospitals
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