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IRVINE 606-726-9512
FLEA MARKET
1197 Winchester Road Irvine, Kentucky
Several Booths to Choose From
Primitives And Much More!
Stop by and look around!
Antiques, Glassware & Much More
We ●  Buy ●  Sell ●  Trade
Always Looking for Good Furniture

Irvine Flea Market
1197 Winchester Road Irvine, KY
Call 726-9512 Ask for Tammy

GET STARTED TODAY! midway.edu
Equal Opportunity Institution

Enrolling Now for January

MIDWAY COLLEGE

ONLINE
Convenient and affordable programs in:  
Business | Health Care Administration
Psychology | Sport Management
Teacher Education | and more

Re-Elect

Paul “J.P.”
Barnes

Republican Candidate
Constable
District #2

Paid by Paul “J.P.” Barnes

“For A True Friend”

Re-elect
William Harold

Friend
for Irvine City Council
Your vote & support will be appreciated!

Paid for by William Harold Friend

Jimmie L. Johnson, DMD, PSC
Family Dentistry

87 Wildwood Place (off Court St.)
Irvine, Kentucky
(606) 723-3213

	 The	 fall	 semester	 at	
ECMS	has	proven	to	be	a	
very	busy	time	for	students	
as	they	have	just	complet-
ed	their	first	grading	period	
of	the	new	school	year.	As	
students	have	been	hard	at	
work	in	the	classroom,	so	
too	have	they	been	active	
with	extra-curricular	areas	
of	interest.	To	date	our	at-
tendance	rate	 is	95.51%	-	
showing	that	students	like	
coming	 to	 school.	 This	
participation	 rate	 keeps	
students	 involved	 both	
in	 the	 classroom	 as	 well	
as	 outside	 in	 other	 areas,	
where	 they	 have	 the	 op-
portunity	to	explore	topics	
of	 interest	 and	 activities	
which	 spark	 their	 curios-
ity.	Here	are	 some	of	our	
many	accomplishments	so	
far	this	school	year.
	 Several	 middle	 school	
students	 are	 participating	
in	 high	 school	 marching	
band.	This	 year	 we	 have	
18	 participants.	 These	
students	 are	 an	 impor-
tant	part	of	the	success	of	
the	 Engineer	 Marching	
Band.	 Directed	 by	 Jason	
Bowles,	 assisted	 by	 Au-
drey	 Worrell,	 this	 group	
continues	 to	 add	 to	 their	
accomplishments	by	plac-
ing	at	the	top	in	their	cate-
gories	each	Saturday	with	
their	 eyes	 set	on	 state	 fi-
nals	at	Eastern	Kentucky	
University.	 Our	 younger	
students	 will	 help	 ensure	
a	talented	feeder	program	

for	 the	 high	 school.	This	
group	now	travels	to	state	
semi-final	 competition	 in	
Danville	this	Saturday!
	 Cheer	and	dance	teams	
have	 been	 hard	 at	 work	
since	 early	 August.	 Un-
der	the	direction	of	Kayla	
Albright,	these	girls	have	
been	 honing	 their	 gym-
nastic	abilities	and	dance	
movements	 in	 order	 to	
help	cheer	the	Patriots	on	
to	victory.	They	are	enter-
ing	a	very	important	time	
of	 the	 year	 where	 they	
will	be	busy	working	the	
crowds	 at	 home	 sporting	
events.	 Check	 schedules	
and	 come	 support	 the	
teams	as	we	enter	our	next	
round	of	sports	action.	
	 Soccer	 teams	 wrapped	
up	 their	 seasons	 in	 Oc-
tober.	 The	 Lady	 Patriots	
were	 coached	 by	 Mat-
thew	 Hall,	 Jennifer	 Hall,	
and	 Sophie	 Peterson	
while	the	boy’s	team	was	
led	by	Daniel	Folk,	Dar-
ren	Somerville,	and	Ryan	
Sutter.	 Soccer	 participa-
tion	has	been	on	the	rise	at	
ECMS	with	more	interest	
being	 generated	 through	
our	 county	 youth	 soccer	
program.	 Coaches	 report	
many	 positives	 from	 the	
season	and	want	 to	build	
upon	 the	 momentum	 al-
ready	established.	Players	
not	only	 improved	skills,	
but	 had	 great	 fun	 and	
comradery	in	the	process.					
	 Coaches	Ruth	Hughes,	

Bob	 Young,	 Mike	 Long,	
and	Lori	Collins	continue	
to	 have	 success	 with	 our	
girls’	 basketball	 program	
–	one	of	the	best	in	recent	
years.	 Our	 sixth	 grade	
team	 was	 runners-up	 in	
the	 conference	 tourna-
ment.	 The	 seventh	 grade	
team	 placed	 third	 in	 the	
conference	 tournament.	
Eighth	 grade	 Lady	 Patri-
ots,	 with	 a	 record	 of	 26-
3,	 finished	 both	 regular	
season	 and	 tournament	
champions.	
	 Football	 teams	 have	
seen	 success	 this	 year	 as	
well.	 Coaches	 Jeremy	
Niece,	Russ	Swim,	Brian	
Covey,	 and	 Stevie	 Ste-
venson	 have	 directed	 the	
seventh	 grade	 team	 into	
the	playoffs	with	a	record	
of	 7-2,	 while	 the	 eighth	
grade	 team	 saw	 a	 much	
improved	record	from	last	
season.	 We	 are	 proud	 of	
these	players	in	the	class-
room	as	well	with	twenty-
one	 being	 on	 the	 honor	
roll	and	five	having	a	GPA	
of	4.0.
	 Robotics	 is	 on	 the	
move.	 Brian	 McKinney,	
Allyson	 Banks,	 and	 4-
H	 sponsor	 Isaac	 Hollon	
brought	a	new	and	excit-
ing	 concept	 to	 ECMS.	
The	 robotics	 team	 meets	
after	 school	 to	 design,	
build,	 and	 program	 their	
robots	to	compete	in	vari-
ous	 activities.	 Last	 year	
they	 participated	 in	 state	

competition	 for	 the	 sec-
ond	straight	year.
	 Science	Olympiad	team	
members	have	been	busy	
problem	solving	under	the	
sponsorship	of	Lois	Web-
ster,	 Tony	 Belcher	 and	
Linda	Belcher.	This	team	
works	to	solve	real-world	
problems	 using	 science,	
technology,	 engineering,	
and	 math.	 Students	 join	
this	group	and	participate	
in	competitions	across	the	
region.	 For	 many	 years	
this	group	has	participated	
in	state	competition	on	the	
campus	 of	Western	 Ken-
tucky	 University.	 They	
have	 had	 many	 respect-
able	finishes	at	WKU	and	
help	promote	the	academ-
ic	focus	at	ECMS.	
	 Academic	team	accom-
plishments	 have	 proven	
most	 successful	 over	 the	
years.	 Evidence	 of	 this	
can	be	found	in	the	trophy	
case	located	in	our	build-
ing’s	 front	 lobby.	 This	
group	is	a	perennial	pow-
erhouse	 among	 schools	
in	our	league.	Leslie	Cor-
nett,	Donald	Norton,	and	
Lavelle	Tipton	have	been	
instrumental	 with	 con-
tinued	 success.	 Students	
participate	 in	 various	
components	ranging	from	
written	assessment,	quick	
recall,	 and	 future	 prob-
lem	 solving.	 This	 group	
routinely	 qualifies	 for	
state	 level	 competition.	
We	 have	 teams	 travel	 to	

compete	 in	 international	
competition	against	teams	
from	other	countries.
	 Our	 student	 council,	
under	 the	 leadership	 of	
Mike	 Flynn,	 is	 a	 very	
active	 group	 participat-
ing	 in	 many	 real-world	
experiences.	 This	 group	
elects	 officers	 and	 has	 a	
full	slate	of	activities	that	
range	 from	 leadership	
retreats	 to	 community	
service	events,	 to	 regular	
monthly	 activities	 during	
the	 school	 day.	 Student	
council	 members	 have	
the	opportunity	each	year	
to	travel	to	different	states	
and	participate	in	national	
events.	Over	the	years	stu-
dent	council	groups	have	
been	 recognized	 for	 re-
gional,	state,	and	national	
accomplishments.	 Mr.	
Flynn	 also	 guides	 SLIP	
members	 (Student	 Lead-
ership	 Initiative	 Project)	
in	building	leadership	ca-
pacity	 among	 members.	
Members	 are	 selected	
based	on	leadership	quali-
ties	 among	 other	 attri-
butes.	
	 Yearbook	 and	 other	
media	 groups	 under	 the	
direction	of	Brian	McKin-
ney	and	Samantha	Young	
help	keep	our	students	in-
formed	in	print	and	elec-
tronic	 media.	 Visit	 our	
school	 website	 www.es-
till.k12.ky.us/ecms	to	find	
links	 to	 these	 resources.	
Many	students	work	hard	

to	carry	out	the	duties	in-
volved	in	making	sure	our	
school	 has	 the	 resources	
for	stakeholders	to	view.
	 Club	 day	 activities	 al-
low	all	students	to	be	a	part	
of	a	group	of	their	choos-
ing.	These	30+	clubs	offer	
each	student	the	opportu-
nity	to	explore	something	
of	 interest	 to	 help	 foster	
a	sense	of	belonging	and	
relationship	building.	Ex-
amples	 include	 cooking,	
archery,	 pep,	 and	 Lego	
builders.	 	 Club	 days	 are	
currently	being	conducted	
twice	each	month.	
Last	 but	 not	 least,	 many	
of	 our	 students	 partici-
pate	 in	other	high	school	
sponsored	 events.	 These	
include	 the	 fall	 activities	
of	 golf,	 volleyball,	 and	
soccer.	Middle	school	stu-
dents	 have	 already	 been	
involved	 in	 both	 district	
and	regional	competitions	
for	these	groups.	
	 In	 summary	 you	 can	
see	that	students	and	staff	
at	 ECMS	 are	 not	 only	
busy	 in	 the	 classroom,	
but	 are	 involved	 in	 their	
chosen	 events	 outside	 of	
the	 school	 day.	 Second	
semester	will	bring	about	
new	opportunities	for	stu-
dents	 and	 these	 activities	
will	 be	 summarized	 at	 a	
later	time	–	stay	tuned.

Tim Burkhart
Principal	–	Estill	County	

Middle	School	

Good Things Going on at ECMS

KMEA State Marching Band Championships
	 RICHMOND,	 KY.	 (Oc-
tober	 27,	 2014)	 -	 Eighty	
of	 the	 one	 hundred	 seven	
bands	that	began	the	trek	to	
the	 KMEA	 State	 Marching	
Band	Championships	in	Au-
gust	have	completed	 the	 fi-
nal	step	toward	Semi-Finals	
competition	 on	 Saturday,	
November	1st.
	 The	top	eight	bands	from	
each	 regional	 competition	
–	a	total	of	16	bands	in	each	
class	–	will	meet	for	semi-fi-
nals	competition	on	Novem-
ber	1st	at	the	following	loca-

tions,	all	of	which	are	in	the
Richmond/Lexington	area:
	 •	Class	A	–	Bryan	Station	
High	School	in	Lexington
	 •	Class	AA	–	Bates	Mid-
dle	School	in	Danville
	 •	 Class	AAA	 –	 Bourbon	
County	High	School	in	Par-
is
	 •	 Class	 AAAA	 –	 Madi-
son	Southern	High	School	in	
Berea
	 •	 Class	 AAAAA	 –	 Roy	
Kidd	 Stadium	 at	 Eastern	
Kentucky	University
	 Schedules	 for	 the	 four	

semi-finals	 competitions	
may	be	found	on	the	KMEA	
website	 http://www.kmea.
org.	 Other	 information	 in-
cluding	 directions	 to	 sites,	
information	on	photography	
and	video	information	is	also	
included	at	that	link.
	 The	 top-four	 scoring	
bands	 in	 each	 class	 will	
move	on	 to	 the	 finals	com-
petition	to	be	held	beginning
at	6:00	p.m.	EST	on	Novem-
ber	1st	at	Eastern	Kentucky	
University’s	Roy	Kidd	Stadi-
um.	The	event	will		conclude	

with	 the	 naming	 of	 a	 state	
champion	in	each	class.
	 Tickets	 for	 semi-finals	
are	 $10.	 Tickets	 for	 the	 fi-
nals	 competition	 are	 $12,	
$15,	 and	 $20.	 Tickets	 can	
be	 purchased	 at	 the	 event	
sites.	 Tickets	 purchased	 at	
the	event	sites	are	on	a	cash	
basis	and	may	be	purchased	
the	day	of	the	event.	
	 For	 more	 information	
contact	 KMEA	 at	 859-626-
5635	 or	 log	 on	 to	 www.
kmea.org	 for	 information	
about	the	events.
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