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Bob Watkins
	 	
	 Final	Four.	
	 A	 fellow	 could	 pocket	
a	modest	 fortune	for	 times	
we’ve	heard	this	Final	Four:	
Ways to beat Kentucky. 
	 From	 bee	 hive	 buzz	 of	
television	 talking	heads	on	
the	 Kentucky-Wisconsin	
game,	 ESPN’s	 Jay	 Wil-
liams	stirred	the	pot	with	an	
intriguing	mostly	unnoticed	
little	 sentence.	 “Ya	 know	
what?	It’s	time	to	stop	bet-
ting	against	Kentucky.	”
	 Irony?	 This	 is	 precisely	
that	time.	
	 With	 38	 opponents	 dis-
patched	 (three	 escapes	
–	 Ole	 Miss,	 Texas	 A&M	
and	Notre	Dame),	a	gener-
ous	 list	 of	 best-of-the-rest	
teams	 gone	 home,	 this	 is	
the	match	they	(Badger	Na-
tion)	wanted	most	and	you	
(Big	 Blue	 Nation)	 wanted	
least.	
	 As	 entertaining	 as	 UK-
Notre	 Dame	 was	 last	
Saturday,	 this	 match,	 on	
its	 face,	 has	 qualities	 for	
greatness.	A	 game	 to	 rival	
Greatest college game ever 
played,Duke-UK,	 1992	
(Bob	Ryan,	Boston	Globe).	
	 √	 By	 today,	 Big	 Blue	
and	Badger	hoops	scientists	
have	 examined	 match-ups	
(Sam	 Dekker-Willie	 Cau-
ley-Stein,	 could	 be	 for	 the	
purist	worth	taking	a	vaca-
tion	day	to	see).	
	 √	 You/they	 have	 com-
pared	 depth,	 options,	 who	
likes	 to	 shoot	 from	 where	
and	 intangibles,	 including	
dance-with-the-stars	 rou-
tines	 to	 come	 from	 Cali-

pari	and	normally	stoic	Bo	
Ryan.	
	 √	Trips	and	time	required	
to	buy	wings,	arrange	work	
schedules	 and	 program	
VCRs,	all	done.	
	 √	Chips	‘n	dips	are	pre-
pared	 and	 ready	 for	 rat-a-
tat-tat	of	talking	heads	to	be	
found	 among	 CBS’s	 end-
less,	mind-numbing,	“we’ll 
be right back”	 (in	 about	
seven	 minutes)	 commer-
cials’	blizzard.	
	 All	that	done,	be	ready	to	
hear	more	final	four	analy-
sis:	Ways to beat Kentucky 
Prediction?	 Too	 close	 to	
call,	 but	 considering	 Ken-
tucky’s	 a	 Commonwealth, 
we	know	where	our	hearts	
are.	
APRIL TRIBUTE TO 
120-COUNTY BLUE 
	 Natural	 as	 daffodils	
dancing	on	a	sun	bank	to	a	
southerly	breeze,	Big	Blue	
Nation	 flags	 flutter	 across	
120-county	 Kentucky	 this	
week.	Wildcats	back	in	the	
Final	Four.	Au	naturel.	
	 What	 is	 supernatural	 is,	
to	 borrow	 from	 baseball,	
the	perfecto	still	intact	into	
extra	 innings	 hasn’t	 hap-
pened	 .	 .	 .	 .	 until	 38-0.	A	
new	UK	notch	whittled	into	
the	NCAA	archives.	
	 For	 these	 high	 marks	
across	 Commonwealth	
we	 call	 home,	 I	 am	 most	
pleased	for	blue	collar	Big	
Blue	 fans	 old	 enough	 to	
know	and	appreciate	roots.	
Ones	who	.	.	.	
	 √	 Still	 hear	 Claude	 and	
Cawood,	and	Happy	Chan-
dler’s	 enchanting	 My	 Old	
Kentucky	Home.	
	 √	 Know	 Fabulous	 Five	
was	born	here	and	there	is	
no	other.	
	 √	Remembers	John	Cri-
gler	defending	Elgin	Baylor	
.	.	.	Tubby	Smith	outfoxing	
Mike	Krzyzewski	in	‘98	.	.	
.	stayed	up	late	to	see	LSU	
lead	 by	 31	 in	 1994,	 and	
lose	to	UK.	.	.	.	And,	Rick	
Pitino’s	time	in	Mecca.	
	 √	Need	a	single	word	to	
kindle	 that	 exquisite	 heri-
tage	made	by	Cliff	and	Cot-

ton,	 Casey	 and	 Calipari;	
Fiddlers,	Runts,	Unforgetta-
bles	and,	of	course,	Adolph.	
Man	who	chiseled	the	base	
on	which	this	much	trophy-
ed	monolith	stands.	
	 √	 And	 this:	 Recognize	
they	saw	Pat	Riley	incarnate	
last	weekend.	The	unrelent-
ing	Runt	running	around	in	
a	green	shirt,	number	back-
wards,	24	instead	of	42.	An-
nouncers	kept	calling	Riley	
.	.	.	Pat	Connaughton.	
	 In	 the	Final	Four	again.	
National	 prominence	 for	
the	 Bluegrass	 State	 along-
side	 Lincoln,	 Clay	 Cooper	
and	coal.	
	 To	Big	Blue	Nation,	trib-
ute.	
CARDINALS WERE 
GALLANT, BUT . . . 

	 Gallant,	Louisville’s	run	
to	the	last	eight	was	tribute	
to	over-achievement.	
	 Says	here,	Chris	Jones’s	
exit	 was	 pivotal.	 UofL	
was	 a	better	 team	 because	
Rick	 Pitino’s	 options	 ex-
panded,	his	bench	men	sat	
up	straighter,	paid	attention	
better,	 each	 expected	 to	
play	and	play	well	and	did.	
And	 so,	 the	 oddity	 in	 the	
final	moments	of	the	Cardi-
nals’	 season.	 During	 time-
out	and	 last	possession	se-
quences	 against	 Michigan	
State,	 Montrezl	 Harrell	
seemed	 1.	 worn	 out,	 (put-
back	 shot	 was	 short),	 2.	
disgusted	being	a	screener;	
3.	 tuned	 out	 when	 Pitino	
end-game	options	involved	
Wayne	Blackshear	or	Terry	
Rozier,	 not	 All-American	
Harrell.	  
COLLEGE COACH 

OF YEAR 
	 Damaged	 Cred	 Dept.	
The	U.	S.	Basketball	Writ-
ers	Association	tried	to	have	
it	both	ways	the	other	day.	
	 Choosing	Virginia’s	pop-
ular	 and	 charismatic	 Tony	
Bennett	 as	 college	 coach	
of	 the	 year	 was	 to	 reward	
popular	and	charismatic.	
	 Snub	 for	 John	 Calipari	
was	petty	and	political	non-
sense,	 but	 it	 does	 elevates	

conversation	on	preserving	
a	semblance	of	college	bas-
ketball	as	NOT	a	one-stop-
shop	to	the	NBA	(Calipari),	
but	IS	a	pre-job	time	of	life	
to	be	savored	and	reminder:	
You’re	 a	 college	dude	one	
time.	”	
	 Calipari	 is	 college	 bas-
ketball’s	coach	of	the	year.	
38-0	says	so,	right?	Wrong.	
Proof	 is:	 Having	 achieved	
the	most	with	the	most	(tal-
ent).	Any	other	 choice,	 in-
cluding	Bennett,	makes	the	
award	a	popularity	contest.	
One	 caveat:	 If	 selectors	
make	clear	beforehand,	cri-
teria	for	the	award	includes	
graduation	 rates	 and	 stu-
dent-athletes’	 progress	 to-
ward	a	degree,	there	would	
be	 no	 argument.	 Calipari	
would	be	a	non-qualifier.	
COACH CAROUSEL 
	 Final	 Four	 aside,	 most	
entertaining	 department	 in	
college	 hoops	 this	 time	 of	
year	 is	 the	 athletic	 depart-
ment	when	heads	roll.	Best	
and	worst	.	.	.	
	 BEST.	 “you’re	 fired”	
notice	to	Donnie	Tyndall	at	
Tennessee.	 Caught	 cheat-
ing	at	Morehead	State	(two	
years	 probation	 in	 2010),	
then	 Southern	 Mississippi,	
Tyndall	won’t	be	back	any	
time	soon.	
	 WORST.	 Rick	 Barnes	
gave	 University	 of	 Texas	
17	 years,	 wanted	 another,	
was	promised	another	year	
by	his	boss,	then	was	fired.	
	 “The	wins	and	losses	are	
fleeting,	but	it’s	the	relation-
ships	 that	 matter,”	 Barnes	
said	at	a	farewell	news	con-
ference.	
	 When	 tears	 are	 wiped	
away,	 Texas	 donors	 have	
ponied	up	(pocket	change)	
buy-out	 money,	 Barnes	
will	 have	 $1.	 7	 million	 to	
last	until	his	next	job	offer	
probably	before	summer.	
	 America.	 I	 love	 this	
place.	
	 And	so	it	goes	
	 You	can	reach	me	at bob. 
Watkins24@aol. com. 

Bob Watkins’ Sports In Kentucky
Ready? Teevee talkers’ final four buzz will be: ‘Ways to beat Kentucky’

Sammie’s
722 Main St. , Ravenna ● 723-6562

Open Mon. -Fri. , 9-6, and Sat. , 9-5
	 ●	New	Appliances
	 ●	Dutch	Craft	Amish-Made	Bedding
	 ●	New	Bedroom	Suites
	 ●	Bushline	Living	Room	Suites
	 ●	Tables	&	Chairs
	 ●	Special	Orders

Free Delivery & Set Up
90 Days Same As Cash*
*With	Approved	Credit

Furniture & Appliances

Now
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PAINTED
ROOFING METAL
We	offer	16	colors	of	our	#1	grade
metal	roofing	tin	cut	to	the	inch.	
Now	with	a	40-year	warranty,	this

ensures	a	roof	that	will	last	for	years.	
We also have 29 gauge Galvalume. 
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome
Call	606-593-7080	●	Fax	606-593-7071

We now accept Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf Creek Metal
Open five days for your convenience

Mon.	-Fri.	8am-5pm
LOCATED
1.	5	miles	south	of

Booneville, KY on Hwy. 11
in	the	Lone	Oak	Industrial	Park

by MIKE WISEMAN
Tribune Sportswriter

	 The	 Lady	 Engineers	 stay	
undefeated	 in	 district	 play	 as	
they	destroyed	Owsley	Coun-
ty	15-0	on	Monday	night.	
	 The	 ladies	 made	 quick	
work	of	this	one	as	they	sent	
16	 batters	 to	 the	 plate	 in	 the	
first	 inning	 and	 plated	 12	
runs.	
	 Offensively,	 Taylor	 Wise-
man	 led	 the	 way	 with	 a	 3	
hit	 (3B),	 4	 RBI	 night	 while	
MacKenzie	 Angel	 and	 Mc-
Keely	Muncie	chipped	in	with	
two	hits	of	their	own.	
	 McKinley	 Meek	 drove	 in	
two	runs	with	her	base	hit	and	
the	Lady	‘Neers	stole	9	of	10	
bases	on	the	night.	
	 Muncie	did	her	part	on	the	
mound	with	3IP,	1H,	0R,	4K’s.	

Estill’s	record	stands	at	5-3	(2-
0	in	the	district).	
Somerset	7	--	Estill	4

	 Last	 Tuesday	 night,	 the	
Lady	Engineers	welcomed	an	
undefeated	Somerset	 team	 to	
JL	Thomas	Field	and	lost	their	
first	game	at	home	this	year.	
	 Somerset	 seemed	 to	 ap-
ply	the	pressure	all	night	long	
on	 Estill’s	 defense.	 Muncie	
did	her	best	to	hold	their	bats	
down	by	going	5	innings	and	
giving	up	6	hits	and	2	earned	
runs.	
	 Estill	 could	 not	 get	 their	
bats	going	or	put	together	any	
hits	 most	 of	 the	 night.	 Trail-
ing	7-0	into	the	bottom	of	the	
seventh,	the	Estill	bats	finally	
came	 alive.	 Muncie	 drove	 in	
two	with	an	opposite	field	tri-
ple	and	Wiseman	kept	Estill’s	

Lady	Engineers	Undefeated	in
District After Win Over Owsley

hopes	 alive	 with	 one	 of	 her	
two	hits	on	the	night.	
	 But	in	the	end,	too	little-too	
late	and	Estill	would	drop	this	
one	by	the	score	of	7-4.	Estill	
would	be	out	hit	by	Somerset	
12-8	 and	 freshman	 pitcher	
Kelly	 Lay	 would	 give	 up	 6	
H	and	4	ER	in	her	second	ap-

pearance	of	the	year.	
	 The	 Lady	 Engineers	 were	
in	action	on	Tuesday	night	@	
Bourbon	 County	 before	 they	
return	home	to	take	on	Rock-
castle	County	on	Friday	night	
at	JL	Thomas	Field.	
	 Come	out	and	support	these	
hard	working	ladies.	

	 Army	 Pvt.	 Paul	 B.	
Snowden	has	graduated	from	
basic	 combat	 training	 at	Fort	
Jackson,	Columbia,	S.C.
	 During	 the	 nine	 weeks	
of	 training,	 the	 soldier	 stud-
ied	 the	 Army	 mission,	 his-
tory,	tradition	and	core	values,	
physical	fitness,	and	received	
instruction	 and	 practice	 in	
basic	 combat	 skills,	 military	
weapons,	 chemical	 warfare	
and	 bayonet	 training,	 drill	

and	ceremony,	marching,	rifle	
marksmanship,	armed	and	un-
armed	 combat,	 map	 reading,	
field	tactics,	military	courtesy,	
military	 justice	 system,	 basic	
first	 aid,	 foot	 marches,	 and	
field	training	exercises.
	 Snowden	 is	 the	brother	of	
Bobby	G.	Snowden	of	Irvine,	
Ky.,	and	husband	of	Miranda	
L.	Snowden.
	 He	 is	 a	 2003	 graduate	 of	
Estill	County	High	School.	

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Army	Pvt.	Paul	B.	Snowden
Graduates	Basic	Training

Witts Country Market
Is now selling Wings and Pizza

Lunch Specials Daily (M-F)
(606) 726-0026

●Groceries ●Soft Drinks ●Feed
4650 Richmond Road in Irvine
(next to Big Katz Auto Sales)

12-Inch
5-Topping

Only

$899

TWIN CITY
CAR WASH

Hand Wash
River	Dr.	&	Main,	Ravenna
Detailing Available!
Call	606-465-1821

NEAL’S AUTO CENTER
(606) 975-3796
Mechanics	On	Duty!

West Irvine Cemetery and
Sunset Memorial Gardens
It is time for mowing season in the cemeteries.

Please remember to follow all the rules.
In Sunset Memorial Gardens: Flowers must 
be kept on the stones. Please don’t let anything 
block the mowers from going up and down the 
rows. If you have benches, please remove them 
for the mowing season.
In West Irvine Cemetery: Flowers must be put 
on your stone. If hooks are used, they must be 
kept against the stone. Please don’t use any-
thing that will block the mowers from going up 
and down the rows.
Mowing begins around April 5th 
Please remember, no private mowing allowed.
Thank you in advance for your help in keeping 
the cemeteries looking nice.

Public Notice

Mar 31 Bourbon County  .  .  .  .  .  . A 6:00 
Apr 2 Magoffin County  .  .  .  .  .  . H 6:30 
Apr 14 Berea  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . A 5:30 
Apr 16 Owsley County  .  .  .  .  .  .  . A 5:30 

Estill	County	Engineers
2015 Boys Baseball

Estill County Invitational (in Irvine)
Apr 4 TBA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . H 
Apr 4 Model  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . H 11:00 
Apr 7 Lee County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . H 5:00 
Apr 9 Knott County Central  .  . A 6:00 
Apr 10 Jackson City   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . A 5:30 
Apr 11 Letcher County Central H 5:00 
Apr 16 Berea  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . A 5:30 
Apr 17 Breathitt County  .  .  .  .  .  . H 6:00 

Black Cat Triangle (in Prestonsburg)
Apr 18 Prestonsburg  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . A 4:00
Apr 18 Sheldon Clark  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . A 2:00
Apr 21 Owsley County  .  .  .  .  .  .  . H 5:00 
Apr 23 Garrard County  .  .  .  .  .  .  . H 5:30 
Apr 24 Buckhorn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . H 6:00 
Apr 25 Bourbon County  .  .  .  .  .  . A 11:00 
Apr 27 Jackson County  .  .  .  .  .  . A 5:30 
Apr 29 Powell County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . H 5:00 
Apr 30 Lee County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . A 5:00 


