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Just
Hunting
by Steve
Brewer

	 While I am still recovering, let us take time today 
to explain a question I get all the time. “How much 
does an actual hunt cost, hunting with an out of state 
outfitter”? I hear all the time, you are paying too 
much for that hunt, I found it cheaper, here or there. 
Cheaper is not always better when it comes to paying 
an Outfitter. I have hunted in many states with Outfit-
ters that may have a limited number of animals you 
are hunting, but the population is not really what you 
need to have a good hunt. 
	 Let us look into the true cost of, let us say a Merri-
am turkey hunt, in Nebraska. You see where the out-
fitter advertises a three-day hunt, guided, or semi-
guided, for $1500.00. You need to ask him, what is 

the shot rate, not kill rate, on the hunt. Shot rate is 
good, anything above 92 percent. Kill rate should be 
close to 100 percent. 
	 Now let’s work with his price, all inclusive, of 
$1500.00. You need to buy your tags; add an extra 
$200.00 for two tags, you never want to go on a hunt 
that far with just one tag. Every state is choking to 
death from lack of money, so don’t expect the price 
to come down. Next you can figure at least another 
10 percent on the bill for a tip to your guide. I give 
20 percent as a norm; especially if we kill. Next, you 
need to get there, and it is a three-thousand mile 
round trip. That means food, rooms coming and go-
ing at one hundred dollars per night while on the 
road. Meals will run another fifty dollars a day, gas 
will run you another six hundred for the round trip. 
You always need to buy a gift or so to bring your fam-
ily, costing another one hundred dollars. So now a 
hunt that started out at $1500.00 is now up to over 
$3000.00. Not counting a tire rotation and oil change 
before you leave and one up on your return. 
	 As I have hunted with several outfitters and un-
derstand the hidden cost; several of my friends go 
down like a French prize fighter when they see the 
true cost. I guess that is the reason I hunt alone most 
of the time. The hunting buddies I have either have 
the money, but not the time, or the time but not the 
money. 
	 Till next week, have a good one.
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Fruit Tree Rootstock Orders

	 The Estill County Extension Service will be 
taking orders for apple and pear rootstocks 
through January 24th.  If you want to propagate 
a favorite apple or pear, grafting is one of the 
easiest ways to preserve that cultivar.  To graft, 
you will need scion wood (terminal branch seg-
ments from last year’s growth collected at the 
end of February) and a rootstock.  If you do not 
know how to graft, come by the office for infor-
mation or assistance.
	 We typically order Malling7 (55% of standard 
size) and/or MM.111 (80% of standard) semi-
dwarf apple rootstock and a pear rootstock.  
Please place your order and prepay by January 
24th. The rootstocks usually arrive by the last of 
February or first of March.
	 In addition, we will take orders for strawber-
ry, blackberry, blueberry, raspberry, asparagus, 
rhubarb, and Candy onion plants.  Plant deliv-
ery will be in early April.  If you are interested 
or have questions, call our office at 723-4557 or 
visit our Facebook page by searching for “Estill 
County KY Cooperative Extension”.  Plant orders 
must be placed and prepaid by March 13th. Call 
606-723-4557 for details.

Eric Baker
Estill County Extension
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& Natural Resources

	 With deep roots in 
their communities, small 
firms and their employ-
ees are the engine driving 
our local economy. The 
Kentucky Small Business 
Development Center pro-
vides local businesses 
and entrepreneurs with 
the resources they need 

to start, grow and suc-
ceed.
	 With help from the 
KSBDC, entrepreneurs 
realize the dream of busi-
ness ownership and ex-
isting small businesses 
learn ways to remain 
competitive in a complex, 
ever-changing global 
marketplace. 
	 The KSBDC is a state-
wide network with offic-
es located throughout the 
commonwealth. Funded 
through a cooperative 
agreement with the U.S. 
Small Business Admin-
istration, the KSBDC’s 
home is in the University 
of Kentucky College of Ag-
riculture, Food and Envi-

ronment. Small business 
development centers 
provide vital knowledge, 
education and exper-
tise for small businesses 
and they customize their 
coaching services to ad-
dress each business’ 
unique needs. Whether 
it’s financing, marketing, 
training or networking, 
these centers help clients 
overcome challenges, 
discover new opportuni-
ties and unlock potential 
so businesses can soar to 
new heights.
	 K S B D C  b u s i n e s s 
coaches provide aspiring 
and current small-busi-
ness owners a variety of 
no-cost business coach-

ing and low-cost training 
services including busi-
ness plan development, 
financial packaging and 
lending assistance, mar-
ket research help and 
guidance. 
	 To find your local KSB-
DC business coach, visit 
the webpage https://
www.ksbdc.org/loca-
tions . For more infor-
mation, contact the Estill 
County Extension office 
at 723-4557.
	 Educational programs of the Coop-
erative Extension Service serve all people 
regardless of economic or social status 
and will not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, ethnic origin, national ori-
gin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expressions, pregnancy, marital status, 
genetic information, age, veteran status, 
or physical or mental disability.


