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	 As	 spring	 approach-
es,	 many	 homeowners	
are	thinking	about	their	
yard’s	 landscape.	 Our	
winter	snow	event	dam-
aged	 several	 trees	 and	
shrubs.	To	ensure	healthy	
spring	plants,	homeown-
ers	 may	 want	 to	 selec-
tively	 prune	 the	 trees	
and	shrubs	around	their	
home.	 Do	 not	 prune	 for	
the	sake	of	pruning,	make	
sure	you	have	a	valid	rea-
son	 for	 pruning	 before	
you	begin.	Remember	to	
avoid	topping	your	shade	
trees	as	this	will	hurt	the	
overall	health	of	the	tree.
Pruning	 during	 the	 late	
winter	months	allows	for	
the	 removal	 of	 damage	
caused	by	winter	winds	
and	 precipitation.	 The	
wounds	caused	by	prun-
ing	heal	most	quickly	this	
time	of	year	just	as	new	
growth	 is	 emerging	 on	
the	plant.
	 Pruning	also	allows	re-
moval	of	diseased,	crowd-
ed	or	hazardous	branch-
es.	When	pruning	 trees,	
the	size	of	the	tree	does	
not	 need	 to	 be	 reduced	
too	much	in	one	season.	
Limit	the	pruning	amount	

to	one-fourth	of	the	tree’s	
volume.	Start	by	thinning	
out	 branches	 by	 cutting	
them off close to the tree’s 
trunk	or	a	large	limb.
Leave	 the	 base	 of	 the	
branch,	known	as	the	col-
lar,	intact.	Cutting	the	col-
lar	will	prevent	the	plant	
from	 growing	 over	 the	
wound	caused	from	prun-
ing.		Pruning	in	this	man-
ner	allows	 for	a	healthy	
tree	that	is	more	open	to	
sunlight	 and	 air	 move-
ment.		If	the	branch	is	cut	
back	only	part	way,	there	
will	 likely	be	a	crowded	
regrowth	of	new	branches	
where	the	cut	was	made.		
Do	not	seal	or	paint	the	
wounds	 resulting	 from	
pruning	because	this	will	
only	delay	the	tree’s	heal-
ing	process.		
With spring-flowering 
shrubs,	 rejuvenation	
pruning	may	be	needed,	
and	 the	 time	 to	 prune	
is	 fast	approaching.	The	
best	time	to	prune	these	
plants	is	right	after	they	
have flowered.  If the 
shrub	 is	 pruned	 before	
it	blooms,	the	buds	have	
been	 removed	 before	
their flowers were en-
joyed.	 	When	pruning	 is	
done	after	blooming,	the	
flowers will have been en-
joyed,	and	the	plant	can	
recover,	 grow	 and	 pro-
duce more buds for flow-
ers	next	spring.			
Rejuvenation	pruning	re-
moves	 one-third	 of	 the	
shrub’s	 oldest	 growth.	
This	 pruning	 entails	 se-
lecting	the	thickest,	dark-
est	 and	 unhealthiest	
stems	 or	 branches	 and	
cutting	them	back.		Stems	

should	be	cut	back	to	soil	
level	and	branches	to	the	
point	of	intersection	with	
the	 shrub’s	 main	 trunk.		
This	 ensures	 that	 only	
the	youngest,	most	pro-
ductive	wood	(that	which	
produces	 the	most/best	
flowers) remains a part 
of	the	shrub.	Shrubs	that	
will	 bloom	 during	 the	
summer	months	can	also	
be	pruned	during	the	ear-
ly	spring.
	 Pruning	is	not	limited	
to	a	certain	time	of	year.		
Homeowners	can	prune	
at	 any	 time	 if	 they	 no-
tice	branches	and	 limbs	
that	are	damaged	either	
from	 weather,	 disease	
or	insects.		Pruning	is	in-
vigorating	for	the	plants	
in	 a	 home	 landscape	 so	
one	should	not	necessar-
ily	think	of	pruning	as	a	
means	of	size	control.		If	
you	have	a	plant	that	has	
grown	 out-of-bounds,	
pruning	 may	 not	 be	 the	
answer	–	you	may	need	
to	consider	replacing	the	
plant	 with	 one	 that	 will	
reach	 a	 smaller	 size	 at	
maturity.
	 For	more	information,	
contact	the	Estill	County	
Extension office at 723-
4557.

Forest Webinar
 The	 Estill	 County	 Ex-
tension office will host a 
webinar	 meeting	 called	
“More	 than	 Timber:	 In-
come	Opportunities	from	
Non-timber	Forest	Prod-
ucts”	Thursday,	February	
20th. The meeting will 
be from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m.

	 The	meeting	will	focus	
on	the	range	of	possibili-
ties	 to	 generate	 income	
from	your	woodlands	that	
depend	on	your	location,	
forest	type,	and	so	on.	
	 If	 you	 are	 interested	
in	attending,	pre-register	
at the Extension office at 
723-4557. Kentucky Mas-
ter	 Loggers	 can	 receive	
1.5	hours	continuing	edu-
cation	credit	by	attending.	
Hope	to	see	everyone	next	
week!

	 Private Pesticide
Applicator Training
 A certified private pes-
ticide	applicator	can	pur-
chase	and	use	restricted-
use	pesticides	to	produce	
any	agricultural	commod-
ity	on	property	owned	or	
rented	by	him/her	or	an	
employer,	or	to	the	lands	
of	a	farmer-neighbor,	if	the	
application	is	made	with-
out	compensation	other	
than	trading	of	personal	
services	between	produc-
ers	 of	 agricultural	 com-
modities. Certified private 
applicators	also	may	train	
workers	to	satisfy	Worker	
Protection	Standards.	
	 If	anyone	is	interested,	
there	 will	 be	 a	 private	
pesticide	applicator	train-
ing	 Monday,	 February	
17th, 7:00 p.m. at the Es-
till	County	Extension	of-
fice.  Please call 723-4557 
to	register.		(EOP)
	 Educational	programs	of	the	Coop-
erative	Extension	Service	serve	all	people	
regardless	of	economic	or	social	status	
and	will	not	discriminate	on	the	basis	of	
race,	color,	ethnic	origin,	national	ori-
gin,	creed,	religion,	political	belief,	sex,	
sexual	orientation,	gender	identity,	gender	
expressions,	pregnancy,	marital	 status,	
genetic	information,	age,	veteran	status,	
or	physical	or	mental	disability.
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Bible	Trivia	Answers
Now available by Wilson Casey! 2017 Bible 

Trivia box calendar loaded with daily teasers.

ANSWERS 1) Old; 2) 
Amos; 3) Pharaoh; 4) 
Ezekiel; 5) Philadelphia; 6) 
House
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Farming News
-------------------------------------------

Thursday, February 13th at 6:00pm
Cattle Producer Meeting

	 Cooperative	Extension	and	Estill	County	Cat-
tlemen’s	Association	are	having	a	cattle	producer	
meeting Thursday, February 13th, 6:00 p.m., at the 
Estill County Extension office. A catered meal will 
be	provided.	The	meeting	is	sponsored	by	Blue-
grass	Stockyards	of	Richmond.	Our	guest	speaker	
is UK Beef Specialist Jeff Lehmkuhler. Please pre-
register by February 10th by calling 723-4557. 
Estill	County	Cattlemen’s	Association	will	have	a	
business	meeting	afterward. Stickeler’s Answer on Page 11

Stickeler’s Puzzle


