
	 	Excuses or Efforts?
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

	 “Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great sup-
per, and bade many:  And sent his servant at supper time to say 
to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready.  
And they all with one consent began to make excuse.,“	(Luke 
14:16-18).
		 The	Lord	spoke	to	the	people	that	came	to	hear	him,	tell-
ing them of heaven and God’s will. Although he came first to 
speak	to	the	Jewish	nation	he	told	them	of	things	that	they	
didn’t	understand,	or	they	held	on	to	their	own	ideas.	When	
one	of	the	crowd	said,	”Blessed	is	he	that	shall	eat	bread	in	
the	kingdom	of	God,”	Jesus	told	the	story	of	the	great	supper.
		 In	his	story	the	man	had	invited	people	to	a	great	sup-
per	that	he	was	going	to	have.	These	folks	that	were	invited	
were	the	Jews	whom	God	had	chosen.	In	the	story	the	peo-
ple	didn’t	say	that	they	couldn’t	come,	or	that	they	didn’t	
want	to	come.	When	things	were	ready	and	it	was	time	for	
the	feast	a	servant	was	sent	to	call	them.	Then	and	only	
then	did	they	decide	that	they	didn’t	want	to	come.	They	
began	to	make	excuse	with	one	consent	which	means	that	
they	were	all	in	agreement.	It	was	as	if	they	said,	“If	you	

won’t	go	I	won’t	go	either.”
	 To	add	insult	to	the	matter	they	came	up	with	silly	ex-
cuses	that	were	foolish.	One	claimed	to	have	bought	a	piece	of	
land and had to go and see it. The next had bought five yoke, 
ten,	of	oxen	and	had	to	go	and	try	them	out,	or	as	he	said	to	
prove	them.	The	last	claimed	to	have	gotten	married	and	that	
was	why	he	couldn’t	come	to	the	supper.	All	of	these	were	
foolish	and	really	insulting	because	no	one	would	be	so	fool-
ish	as	to	believe	that	these	were	legitimate	reasons.
	 The	land	was	his,	and	the	oxen	belonged	to	the	buyer,	and	
the	man	who	married	would	still	be	married	whether	they	
came	to	the	feast	or	not.	None	of	them	had	a	good	reason	
for	not	coming	to	the	feast	which	they	had	caused	the	man	
to	believe	that	they	would	come.	None	of	them	had	reasons,	
all	they	had	were	excuses.	While	we	may	wonder	and	maybe	
laugh	at	them,	we	need	to	realize	that	they	were	not	and	are	
not	the	only	ones	to	make	excuses.
	 We	have	been	 invited	to	 the	marriage	supper	of	 the	
Lamb.	Jesus	said,	“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And 
let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely,”	Rev. 
22:17.	If	we	look	at	many	congregations	today	we	see	that	
few	heed	the	invitation.	Those	who	don’t	come	would	have	a	
variety	of	so-called	reasons	for	not	coming.	Many	would	say	
that	they	believe	in	God	but	would	have	some	excuse	as	to	

why	they	don’t	come	to	worship	the	Lord.
		 Some	have	told	me	that	they	don’t	have	clothes	good	
enough	to	wear	to	church.	Those	same	people	who	have	told	
me	that,	had	clothes	good	enough	to	go	where	they	wanted	
to	go.	I	have	heard	of	places	where	there	seemed	to	be	a	dress	
code,	but	I	don’t	know	of	any	and	if	I	did	I	would	go	some-
where	where	they	worshiped	according	to	God’s	Word	and	
not	by	man’s	silly	ideas.
		 People	make	excuses	for	a	lot	of	things.	Some	claim	to	
not	read	the	scriptures	because	they	don’t	understand	it	all.	
Well,	I	will	say	this,	I	don’t	understand	it	all	either.	Yet	I	read	
it	all,	from	Genesis	to	Revelation	at	least	once	a	year.	No,	I’m	
not	trying	to	say	that	I’m	special	or	bragging	on	myself,	I’m	
saying	that	the	more	we	read,	study	and	pray	the	more	we	
will	understand.	I	would	like	to	be	able	to	remember	more	of	
what	I	read	as	well,	but	I	remember	what	I	can.
		 Ask	people	to	come	to	church	and	you	will	get	excuses	
for	that	too.	Some	don’t	have	time,	or	so	they	say.	They	may	
be too busy to live, but I assure you, they will find time to die 
some	day	and	will	stand	before	the	Lord.	Some	don’t	come	
to	one	service	or	another	and	they	have	“reasons”	as	to	why	
they	can’t.	I	have	even	had	a	few	who	said	that	they	would	not	
and	if	they	had	to	come	to	a	particular	service	they	would	not	
come	at	all.	If	it	is	some	place	that	we	want	to	go	to	we	will	
find a way to go, won’t we?
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Warren F. Toler
Funeral Home

99 Cedar Grove
www.tolerfuneralhome.com
Phone 723-2183

Inner Beauty
Hair, Nails, Salon & Day Spa
363 Richmond Road, Irvine
Phone 723-0118
Joanna Jernigan
Owner & Master Stylist

Stephanie Isaacs
Master Stylist & Nail Tech

Sherry Harrison
Master Stylist

“For All Your Salon & Spa Needs”

Honchell’s
Men’s & Boys’

Clothing & Shoes
Tuxedo Rental Available

West Irvine Plaza
Irvine, Kentucky

Phone 723-7316

St. Elizabeth
Catholic Church
322 5th St., Ravenna, KY

Sunday Mass 9:00 am
Wednesday Mass 6:00 pm
Thursday Mass 6:00 pm

Contact: Father Al Fritsch, S.J.
(606) 723-4705

RAVENNA
Food Mart
314 Main Street

Ravenna, KY
Phone 723-6333

Hardy Oil
Company, Inc.
74 River Drive

Irvine, Kentucky
Phone 723-3664

Emmanuel
Baptist
Church

Now at 106 Tyler Lane
Irvine, Kentucky 40336
Pastor: Sherl Thomas

Services
Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening 6:00 pm

Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm
Established

September 12, 1999Family
Owned

and
Operated

Obituary
Line

Phone
723-4242

SAVE-A-LOT
1290 Richmond Road

Irvine, Kentucky
Phone 723-6372

Roadside Mission
Church of God

Welcomes You!
A Bible Teaching Church
Furnace Junction Ravenna, KY 
Sunday School & Morning Worship, 10 am

Sunday Evening Evangelistic Service, 6 pm
Wed. Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, 6 pm

Radio Ministry
Sundays, 2:00 p.m. WSKV 104.9 FMd

Owl Head’s
Grocery & Feed

Phone 723-7473 South Irvine, Ky.
Novelties – Open 7 Days A Week

Donald & Katherine Dixon, Owners

Gum Springs Church of God
Highway 213 (Furnace Junction)

Call 723-4180
Church Services______________

Sunday School 10 am ● Morning Worship 11:15 am
Sunday Night 6 pm ● Wednesday Night 6 pm

CASH IN A DASH
Payday Loans
Buy Gold-Silver
Phone 723-0799
(Irvine, next to Bunt Gross)

Advertise
Here!

Call 723-5012
The Estill County Tribune

High Street
Full Gospel Church

Irvine, Kentucky
Sunday School 10:00 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm

Welcome!
Pastor David Woosley

(859) 369-5354

Lewis-Abner
Home For
Funerals
224 Main
Irvine, KY
723-2151

www.lewisfh.com
Pre-Need
Services

Available

Call 723-5012 to Advertise Call 723-5012 to Advertise

Prayer Circle at
Knowlton
Church

Call for Prayer
Kenny - 606 723-7451
Kenny - 606 614-5711

606-614-9340 
Benny - 859 404-8224
Betty - 859 432-0939
Dallas - 859 582-9752
Willie - 606 454-8794
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