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Bible Trivia Answers
“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” with 1,206 multiple-choice questions 
by columnist Wilson Casey, is available in bookstores and online.

ANSWERS 1) New; 2) 21; 3) 
David; 4) 1 Corinthians 13; 6) Nabal; 
7) Matthew 5:9-13/Luke 11:2-4
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	 With recent frosty 
nights and cooler days 
ahead, many homes 
will heat with a wood 
stove. According to the 
National Ag Safety Data-
base, heating equipment 
is the number one cause 
of home fires. Safety pre-
cautions should be taken 
by those wishing to heat 
their homes with a wood 
stove.
	 “A wood stove is not 
just a simple object, but 
a heating system that in-
cludes the chimney,” said 
Mark Purschwitz, Univer-
sity of Kentucky exten-
sion professor and agri-
cultural safety and health 
specialist in the College of 
Agriculture. Wood stoves 
should be installed with 
adequate clearance from 
anything with the poten-
tial to catch fire such as 
the floor, walls, draper-
ies, furniture and fuels. 
The chimney should be in 
the proper location, away 
from combustibles, and 

of the proper height and 
correct capacity for the 
stove. Follow the manu-
facturer’s recommenda-
tions. 
	 Place the stove on an 
approved stove board 
to protect floorboards 
or rugs from heat and 
sparks. At the beginning 
of each season, inspect 
the chimney connec-
tions and flues. Look for 
cracked flue liners and 
broken or missing bricks. 
Bird nests and other for-
eign materials should be 
removed. Creosote, highly 
combustible tar deposits 
from smoke from wet or 
unseasoned wood, can 
build up in the chimney. 
“Using uncured wood, not 
building fires hot enough 
to keep creosote from 
building up on the chim-
ney walls, and not keep-
ing the chimney and flue 
clean are ways in which 
wood stove systems can 
be misused and abused,” 
Purschwitz said. “This re-
sults in creosote buildup 
that can result in a bad 
chimney fire.”A periodic 
chimney cleaning with a 
stiff wire chimney clean-
ing brush is essential. 
	 Firewood with a mois-
ture content of higher 
than 20 percent will cre-
ate a lot of smoke, in-
creasing the potential for 
creosote buildup. Use fire-
wood that has been split 
and stacked in the open 

over the whole summer. 
Hardwoods are preferred, 
as pine smoke can leave 
more of the sticky resin. 
Control creosote by main-
taining a briskly burning 
fire from well-seasoned, 
dry wood with a flue tem-
perature greater than 250 
degrees Fahrenheit.
	 The irony behind some 
new high-efficiency stoves 
is, because they push more 
heat into the home, the 
flue temperature is often 
not as high as with older 
models. This can create 
a better environment for 
creosote buildup, so such 
units need more frequent 
inspections.
	 Never burn anything 
other than wood in a 
wood stove or fireplace. 
Paper or pine boughs can 
float out of the chimney 
and have the potential 
to ignite the roof. Avoid 
burning coal, charcoal or 
other fuels in an appara-
tus designed for wood. 
This is not the place to 
burn garbage since dyes, 
inks and plastics can emit 
airborne toxins when 
burned. Also, don’t use 
fence posts or any wood 
that may have been treat-
ed with preservatives, as 
they can release danger-
ous chemicals as well. And 
don’t think about getting 
rid of Christmas wrap-
ping paper in a stove or 
fireplace. The paper may 
ignite suddenly, causing 

a flash fire. Any metal-
lic materials in wrapping 
paper also could release 
toxins when burned.
	 Never use kerosene 
or gasoline to start a fire 
in a fireplace or stove, as 
these substances may 
explode and cause a seri-
ous injury. After the fire 
has burned out, dispose 
of the ashes safely. “Ashes 
should be removed by 
placing them into a metal 
container with a lid and 
keeping the container on 
a non-combustible floor 
until they are cool and 
can be disposed of,” Pur-
schwitz said.
	 There are a few other 
simple steps to take to 
insure safe use of wood-
burning stoves. These are 
not the places to dry cloth-
ing, so do not hang fabrics 
on or near the appliance. 
And warn children that 
the stove is extremely hot 
and not to be touched or 
played near. When leav-
ing the house, make sure 
the fire is completely out.
	 With a few precau-
tions and some common 
sense, a wood stove or 
fireplace can turn a chilly 
house into a cozy retreat 
for whiling away winter’s 
blustery presence.
 	 Educational programs of the Coop-
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regardless of economic or social status 
and will not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, ethnic origin, national ori-
gin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expressions, pregnancy, marital status, 
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Using Wood Stoves Safely

	 Most insects in firewood won’t 
harm people or their homes, but 
insects emerging from firewood 
can concern homeowners and 
put a damper on the pleasure 
from a nice, crackling fire. Hom-
eowners can keep these pests out 
in the cold by handling the wood 
properly.
	 Some pests such as termites, 
wood-boring beetles and car-
penter ants tunnel into firewood 
and feed within the logs. Others 
simply hide or overwinter under-
neath the bark. These include cen-
tipedes, spiders, scorpions, wood 
cockroaches, ground beetles, 
sowbugs and pillbugs. The only 
harm these hibernators typically 

cause is annoyance as they crawl 
or fly around the house upon 
emerging within a few days after 
the logs are bought indoors.
	 UK Extension Professor Mi-
chael F. Potter gave these tips 
to keep firewood insects out in 
the cold. Store firewood out-
doors away from the house and 
off the ground. Stacking logs off 
the ground increases air circula-
tion for drying and helps prevent 
moisture problems. One way is to 
stack firewood on poles suspend-
ed between concrete blocks or 
on old pallets. Burn older wood 
first to reduce the length of time 
insects have to become estab-
lished in the logs. Before bringing 

firewood inside, shake or knock 
logs together to dislodge insects 
clinging to the bark. Check the 
bottom of log carriers because in-
sects often crawl into them when 
logs are brought indoors. Bring 
only enough firewood indoors to 
be used immediately or within 
a few hours. Pests emerge from 
firewood kept indoors for an ex-
tended period of time. This wood 
also can become a nesting site for 
rodents. Lastly, use a broom or 
vacuum cleaner to eliminate the 
occasional insect emerging from 
firewood.
	 For more information, contact 
the Estill County Extension office 
at 723-4557. 

Keeping Firewood Pests Outside


