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With their bright red,
pink or white leaves,
poinsettias herald the ap-
proach of the holiday sea-
son. They are beautiful
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as stand-alone plants or
as components of bigger
holiday displays. In the
United States, we grow
poinsettias as indoor
potted plants, most in
heated greenhouses, but
you might be surprised
to know that in its native
climate, this subtropical
species can grow to more
than 10 feet tall.

The personresponsible
for bringing poinsettias to
the United States was Joel
Roberts Poinsett, a bota-
nist, physician, and the
first U.S. ambassador to
Mexico. December 12th
is officially Poinsettia Day
and marksthe 1851 death
of Poinsett.

Growers cultivate
more than 100 varieties
of poinsettias, but the red
leaf variety is the most
popular. Contrary to pop-
ular belief, poinsettias are
not poisonous. The plant
was cleared of this charge
by the National Poison
Center and the American
Medical Association. A
study at Ohio State Uni-
versity found that a 50-
pound child would have to
eat more than 500 leaves
to have any harmful ef-
fect. However, the leaves
have an awful taste, so
you probably don’t want
to make them part of your
salad. It’s still a good idea
to keep pets away from
the plants, because con-
suming them can cause
digestive upset.

More than 34 million

ted plants. Even though
that may seem like a big
money-maker for grow-
ers, production is a high-
risk venture that has
significant start-up costs
and requires demanding
labor and management.
Growers must have a
heated greenhouse struc-
ture. You can use tobacco
greenhouses, but poinset-
tiaproduction in late sum-
mer can compete with
labor for tobacco harvest,
housing and stripping.

The profit margin for
most poinsettia growers
is very low because of the
highly competitive mar-
keting environment of
wholesale and retail mar-
kets like local garden cen-
ters, florists and grocers,
roadside stands, farmer’s
markets, fundraisers, and
direct sales from the farm.
Another consideration is
the short sale window of
about six weeks begin-
ning in early November.
Still, growers see a value
in producing a crop of
poinsettias, because it al-
lows for spreading capi-
tal investments over the
whole year versus having
the greenhouse sit idle
during later summer and
fall. Growers who culti-
vate multiple varieties can
distinguish themselves a
bit from the competition
and have a market advan-
tage.

Poinsettias will remain
beautiful far beyond the
holiday season when
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buds in the center and
crisp, bright, undamaged
foliage; 2) athome, putthe
poinsettia in a room with
bright, natural light. Ide-
ally, plant foliage should
be exposed to direct sun-
light one or more hours
daily; 3) avoid locations
where there are drafts
and close heat sources.
Do not put the plant on
top of a television set or
near radiators; 4) water
the plant when the soil
becomes dry... droop-
ing leaves may indicate it
needs watering. Be sure

season, fertilize it with
ordinary houseplant fer-
tilizer a few weeks after
buying it.

For more information,
contact the Estill County
Extension office at 723-
4557. The Estill County
Extension office will be
closed December 21st
through January 1st for
the holidays. We wish ev-
eryone a happy, healthy,
and joyous holiday sea-
son!

Educational programs of the Coop-
erative Extension Service serve all people
regardless of economic or social status
and will not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, ethnic origin, national ori-
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzie designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.
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‘ CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: A equals E

ZR CLNALWA TUK U IZKA MUBZAXO

LR NLBUY GBZWQZGYAC, ILJYK
OLJ QUYY ZX AXTZQ KZMABCZXO?
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" CryptoQuote

AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.
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Q VHRJ NQR SNHVMR, Q ZQS
NQR ZAQER; ZJVSQKMAI CHSN
QVJ EHVSN SNJ VKRD.

XMDMHEM
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“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” with 1,206 multple-choice questions
by columnist Wilson Casey, is avalable i hookstores and online.
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