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It's A Choice

by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

“And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought
against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may for-
give you your trespasses,” Mark 11:25.

The Lord talked much about offences and that forgiveness
is necessary between the believers. He went so far as to say that
if we didn’t forgive each other, then God would not forgive us.
That is a sobering thought, isn’t it? To think that a person would
be unforgiven by the Lord for not forgiving his brother. While it
is easy to talk about forgiving one another, it is a different mat-
ter when someone has done us harm in some way. Sometimes
forgiveness is easier to say than to do.

As long as it is some small thing that was done to us it may
be rather easy to let it go and say, “I forgive you.” What about
when someone has done some harmful, or shameful, thing to us
or to someone we love? Then it is another matter entirely and
much harder to do. When we are hurting from the offence we
don’t feel like being nice to the person who has caused the
situation. If we acted according to our feelings, we would
probably do unto to them as they did to us. No, we would
be as mean to them as they were to us, for that is human

nature.

However, we as Christians are not to live and do ac-
cording to the fleshly nature as we did before we believed
in Jesus. Our feelings are not to rule over us and cause us
to behave in a sinful way. These things are not to be our
guide and master, but Jesus is to lead us. Do you think that
he felt like forgiving mankind when he was on the cross?
He had been beaten, tortured, and mocked even as he hung
on the cross, suffering one of the most painful deaths that a
person could suffer. He didn’t let the pain and the mockery
of the people cause him to act contrary to the father’s will,
but as he suffered he said, “Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do.”

That wasn’t him acting according to his feelings, for he
had a human body and felt pain just as we do. This was Je-
sus making a choice to forgive and to complete the mission
that the father had sent him here to do. I know that some
might say that he could do this because he was the son of
God, but what about Stephen who did the same when he
was stoned to death? With his last breath he asked God to
forgive them even as they stoned him. He made a choice
that he was going to live and die by the word of God.

That 1s what life is about to a child of God who has
been saved by trusting in Jesus. He makes a choice to love

and to forgive, not choosing his response according to his
feelings, but by the will of God. When a spouse has hurt
their mate by some deed, or hurtful words, they are some-
times forgiven by the injured one. This is a choice and is
done according to the word of God and not according to
feelings. The injured person is hurt and in a lot of emotion-
al pain, if not in physical pain as well. They make a con-
science decision to forgive even while they hurt. Then they
let go of the pain and hurt and the healing process begins.
When someone has truly forgiven they may remember the
hurt, you know they do, but, they don’t bring it up all the
time.

[ have known of situations where someone was of-
fended by another person. At the time and in the hurt he or
she, might say, “When they need me I’ll not help them.”
At the time they mean it for they speak from pain and
hurt to have been treated that way. Yet, when the offender
came to a place where they needed help, the one that they
had hurt helped them gladly. When they got over the hurt
and shock, they made a decision that they knew was right.
They forgave and helped the one in need without regard
for what they had done in the past. It is up to us to do
what we know the Lord wants us to do. It is our choice to
make.
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