
	Bad Things in a Good Place
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

	 	Mark 3:1-2,	 “And he entered again into the 
synagogue; and there was a man there which had a 
withered hand. And they watched him, whether he 
would heal him on the sabbath day; that they might 
accuse him.”
	 The	house	of	worship	 is	a	wonderful	place.	
There	we	can	praise	the	Lord	and	learn	more	about	
him.	How	wonderful	it	was	to	be	saved	and	confess	
the	Lord	as	savior	in	the	church.	There	have	been	
many	happy	times	that	we	have	shared	in	the	com-
pany	of	believers.	Many	of	us	have	been	married	
there	and	bring	our	children	to	worship.	It	is	also	
a	place	of	encouragement	and	comfort	when	we	
are	in	trials.	I	have	thought	about	the	times	when	
we	laughed	together	at	church	and	times	when	we	
cried	together	at	the	death	of	a	loved	one.	Yet,	there	
are	and	have	been	times	throughout	history	when	
bad	things	happened	in	the	house	of	worship.
	 Part	of	the	problem	that	Jesus	had	with	the	Jew-
ish	leaders	was	their	jealously	and	envy,	both	of	His	
popularity	with	the	people	and	the	miracles	that	
he	could	do.	The	Lord	was	basically	unknown	to	
them	since	He	had	not	been	to	their	schools	and	

didn’t	have	their	approval	to	teach.	This	put	Him	
at	odds	with	the	leadership	of	the	nation	of	Israel.	
He	was	considered	such	a	threat	to	them	that	even	
opposing groups banded together to fight Him. The 
Sadducees	and	Pharisees	were	two	such	groups,	
differing greatly in their beliefs, but they were both 
against	Jesus.	You	may	note	that	even	today	the	Ar-
abs	don’t	believe	in	Jesus	and	neither	do	the	Jews,	
so	in	this	they	agree.	I	read	a	story	of	one	man	who	
was	a	Jew	and	he	said	that	his	father	slapped	him	
for	even	saying	the	name	of	Jesus	in	their	home.
	 How	sad	to	think	that	in	the	place	of	worship,	
where	God	was	to	be	praised,	there	were	those	
who	planned	to	kill	Jesus,	the	son	of	God.	They	were	
careful	to	tithe	the	right	amount	and	to	observe	so	
much	of	the	Law	of	Moses,	but	only	in	that	which	
showed	outwardly.	The	Jews,	especially	the	Phari-
sees,	did	their	best	to	look	good	in	the	eyes	of	men	
and	be	praised	for	their	worship.	Jesus	called	them	
hypocrites	and	told	them	they	only	cared	about	
looking	good	to	men.	“But all their works they do for 
to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacter-
ies, and enlarge the borders of their garments.”	Mat-
thew 23:5.	For	this	they	hated	Him	even	more	and	
in	the	temple	they	plotted	to	have	Him	killed.
	 In	Matthew	27,	Judas	faced	the	chief	priests	and	
elders	in	the	temple	after	he	saw	that	Jesus	was	

condemned	to	die.	He	threw	the	thirty	pieces	of	
silver	down	in	the	temple	and	tried	to	undo	his	be-
trayal	of	the	Lord.	As	we	read	through	the	gospel	
accounts	there	are	several	times	that	the	Jewish	
leaders	plotted	to	destroy	the	Lord	and	did	it	in	
the	temple.	It	didn’t	bother	them	that	they	were	
guilty	of	hate	and	falsehood	while	in	the	house	of	
worship.	It	is	a	shame	that	they	could	stand	in	the	
house	of	God	and	do	such	evil.
	 From	that	time	to	now,	such	things	still	contin-
ue	to	take	place.	There	have	been	many	times	and	
places	where	hate	has	manifested	itself	in	various	
churches.	No	one	denomination	has	been	guilty	of	
this as pride and envy affects all men. One person 
told	once	of	seeing	people	in	his	church	shaking	
their fists across the aisle at folks on the other side. 
They	were	not	 just	on	opposite	side	physically,	
but	on	opposite	sides	on	some	issue	that	they	dis-
agreed	on.	We	know	that	they	didn’t	do	much,	if	
any,	worshipping	of	the	Lord	as	long	as	they	acted	
in such a selfish, evil manner. Any time that any of 
the	church	acts	like	that	we	are	an	embarrassment	
to	the	Lord.
	 While	the	Lord	Jesus	is	very	displeased	with	
such	actions,	Satan	is	happy	because	he	had	done	
much	damage	to	the	church	as	a	whole	and	to	the	
individuals	in	particular.

Page 8, The Estill County Tribune, Wednesday, August 5, 2020

Warren F. Toler
Funeral Home

99 Cedar Grove
www.tolerfuneralhome.com
Phone 723-2183

Inner Beauty
Hair, Nails, Salon & Day Spa
363 Richmond Road, Irvine
Phone 723-0118
Joanna Jernigan
Owner & Master Stylist

Stephanie Isaacs
Master Stylist & Nail Tech

Sherry Harrison
Master Stylist

“For All Your Salon & Spa Needs”

Honchell’s
Men’s & Boys’

Clothing & Shoes
Tuxedo Rental Available

West Irvine Plaza
Irvine, Kentucky

Phone 723-7316

St. Elizabeth
Catholic Church
322 5th St., Ravenna, KY

Sunday Mass 9:00 am
Wednesday Mass 6:00 pm
Thursday Mass 6:00 pm

Contact: Father Al Fritsch, S.J.
(606) 723-4705

RAVENNA
Food Mart
314 Main Street

Ravenna, KY
Phone 723-6333

Hardy Oil
Company, Inc.
74 River Drive

Irvine, Kentucky
Phone 723-3664

Emmanuel
Baptist
Church

Now at 106 Tyler Lane
Irvine, Kentucky 40336
Pastor: Sherl Thomas

Services
Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening 6:00 pm

Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm
Established

September 12, 1999

Family
Owned

and
Operated

Obituary
Line

Phone
723-4242

SAVE-A-LOT
1290 Richmond Road

Irvine, Kentucky
Phone 723-6372

Roadside Mission
Church of God

Welcomes You!
A Bible Teaching Church
Furnace Junction Ravenna, KY 
Sunday School & Morning Worship, 10 am

Sunday Evening Evangelistic Service, 6 pm
Wed. Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, 6 pm

Radio Ministry
Sundays, 2:00 p.m. WSKV 104.9 FMd

Owl Head’s
Grocery & Feed

Phone 723-7473 South Irvine, Ky.
Novelties – Open 7 Days A Week

Donald & Katherine Dixon, Owners

Gum Springs Church of God
Highway 213 (Furnace Junction)

Call 723-4180
Church Services______________

Sunday School 10 am ● Morning Worship 11:15 am
Sunday Night 6 pm ● Wednesday Night 6 pm

CASH IN A DASH
Payday Loans
Buy Gold-Silver
Phone 723-0799
(Irvine, next to Bunt Gross)

Advertise
Here!

Call 723-5012
The Estill County Tribune

Lewis-Abner
Home For
Funerals
224 Main
Irvine, KY
723-2151

www.lewisfh.com
Pre-Need
Services

Available

Prayer Circle at
Knowlton
Church

Call for Prayer
Kenny - 606 723-7451
Kenny - 606 614-5711

606-614-9340 
Benny - 859 404-8224
Betty - 859 432-0939
Dallas - 859 582-9752
Willie - 606 454-8794

Advertise
Here!

Call 723-5012
The Estill County Tribune

Advertise
Here!

Call 723-5012
The Estill County Tribune

Advertise
Here!

Call 723-5012
The Estill County Tribune

Advertise
Here!

Call 723-5012
The Estill County Tribune


