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	 You’re Telling Me Right
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church	

	 He	was	an	elderly	man	that	I	talked	too	several	times	
about	the	Lord	and	coming	to	church.	I	found	him	one	
Sunday	afternoon,	working	on	his	farm,	hauling	in	hay	
by	himself.	The	temperature	was	around	90	and	he	
looked	like	he	was	very	tired.	He	and	I	had	talked	a	few	
times	in	the	previous	weeks	but	he	didn’t	seen	too	in-
terested.	I	don’t	think	he	appreciated	me	interrupting	
his	work	on	this	particular	day.	As	he	wiped	his	face	he	
pointed	to	his	chest	and	said,	“You’re	telling	me	right,	
and	I	know	it.	But	it	won’t	do	any	good	till	I	change	
in	here!”	How	right	he	was,	we	have	to	change	in	our	
hearts	if	we	want	to	be	saved.
	 Any	preacher	that	is	called	by	God	to	preach	can	tell	
a	person	what	the	bible	says,	which	is	what	God	says,	
but	unless	the	person	believes	and	obeys,	it	will	do	no	
good.	I	have	pictured	the	bible	like	medicine	in	a	way.	
If	it	sets	on	a	shelf	and	not	taken	in,	it	can’t	help	us.	It	
would	be	like	the	woman	who	spoke	of	a	doctor,	say-
ing	that	he	was	no	good.	She	went	on	to	say,	“He	gave	
me three different kinds of medicine, but I didn’t take 
any	of	it!”	Wonder	why	it	didn’t	help	her?	The	same	

goes	for	many	who	have	heard	the	gospel,	but	didn’t	ac-
cept	it.	If	we	hear,	but	don’t	believe	it	with	faith	how	can	
it	help	us?	Hebrews 4:2,	“For unto us was the gospel 
preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached 
did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them 
that heard it.”
	 Those	who	heard	the	word	heard	the	gospel	of	Je-
sus	Christ,	but	it	didn’t	help	them	at	all	since	they	didn’t	
open	their	hearts	and	believe	it.	If	anything	it	brought	
them	closer	to	destruction	by	their	unbelief.	How	can	
that	be,	one	might	wonder?	Simply	because	the	Lord	is	
the	only	one	who	can	save	a	person	from	sin.	Acts 4:12, 
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved.”	Then	the	turning	away	from	the	
Lord	Jesus	and	His	plan	of	salvation	puts	then	away	
from	the	only	way	to	be	saved.	There	is	not	another	
way	to	be	saved,	although	man	has	come	up	with	many	
religions	and	even	many	versions	of	Christianity.	There	
is	only	one	way	and	that	is	set	forth	by	the	gospel	and	
the	example	of	Jesus.
	 Those	who	think	that	they	can	come	up	with	an-
other	way	to	be	saved,	instead	of	what	God	has	given	
us,	are	fooling	themselves	and	those	that	trust	them.	
God	made	the	plan	of	salvation	and	provided	the	only	

acceptable sacrifice. The only thing man has to do with 
it	is	to	believe	God	and	live	for	him,	or	reject	his	counsel	
and	be	lost.	There	is	no	other	way,	no	matter	what	man	
may	say,	or	do.
		 There	have	been	so	many	false	doctrines	passed	
down	through	the	years	and	some	sound	good	to	those	
who	want	to	live	as	they	wish.	Some	have	even	come	
out	and	say	that	a	person	doesn’t	have	to	obey	what	
the	Lord	has	said	to	do.	There	are	even	some	who	teach	
that	it	doesn’t	matter	how	you	live	in	this	life,	you	will	
still	go	to	heaven	if	you	say	that	you	believe.	That	is	
calling	the	Lord	a	liar	isn’t	it?	God	said,	“As	obedient	
children,	not	fashioning	yourselves	according	to	the	
former	lusts	in	your	ignorance:	“But as he which hath 
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conver-
sation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy,”	1 
Peter 1:14-16.
		 So	if	we	are	to	be	holy	and	live	a	life	that	the	Lord	
can	and	will	approve	of,	we	have	to	be	changed	in	our	
hearts.	To	do	anything	else	is	to	become	like	the	Phari-
sees	and	the	hypocrites	who	were	trying	to	look	good	
in	the	eyes	of	men.	A	person	may	look	good	but	the	
Lord	wants	us	to	be	clean	on	the	inside	as	well	as	on	the	
outside.	We	can	be	told	the	right	things,	but	it	is	up	to	us	
to	accept	the	truth	and	to	be	changed	by	His	grace.
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