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Allen never quit believing in himself this season

| by Lary aught
Dontaie Allen finished

his redshirt freshman

season averaging 5.4

points, 1.5 rebounds and
14 minutes per game. He

made 31 3-pointers and
shot 39.7 percent from
3-point range despite
having to deal with the
pressure of being a UK
fan favorite even in his
limited playing time.

Allen had an interest-
ing message for UK fans
after he scored 23 points
in Kentucky’s SEC Tour-
nament loss to Missis-
sippi State.

“Obviously I'd say to
stay with us for the fol-
lowing seasons. That’s
one thing, if you really
look at the team, you can
say they didn’t have the
best of records, you could
say they weren’t good.

You can have any excuse
you want,” Allen said.
“This team fought every
single game. That's some-
thing you can’t say we
didn’tdo. You can look lit-
erally, there was fight ev-
ery time. [ would just say
to stay with us.”

Stay with us certainly
made it sound like trans-
fer speculation regarding
Allen is just that, especial-
ly when he talked about
his offseason plans.

“I'm going to stay in
the gym.The last month
['ve been in the gym. I'm
feeling really good, really
confident. I'm just going
to stay in the gym literally

all summer. I'm going to
work to exhaustion,” Al-
len said.

Allen is proud that he
kept doing that this sea-
son even when he was
not playing and never
quit believing in himself
or his team.

“I think a big thing for
me was it showed how
resilient | was. I've always
known [ was resilient, but
after going through things
[ went through this year,
it just shows I'm resilient,
I'm a strong person,” Al-
len said. “I just hate that
me and the team had to
go out like this. I'm still
kind of stuck on that.”

Volleyhall team does not mind heing target for SEC opponents

Before the season even
started it figured that the
Southeastern Conference
volleyball championship
would again come down
to Kentucky and Florida.

The two SEC powers
play Friday and Saturday
in Gainesville and as ex-
pected the matches will
settle the league champi-
onship.

“We have not discussed
it much (during the sea-
son) but we always know
it will be a big match with
Florida,” junior outside
hitter Alli Stumler, UK’s
kills leader, said. “They
are one of the best teams
in the conference every
year and we know the
SEC will come down to
playing them.

“We would love to be
playing at home and love
to have our fans there but
[ think we are just grate-
ful to be playing. Just be-
ing able to play with my
teammates is awesome.
It’s also kind of fun play-
ing when people are
cheering against you. I
like that”

Coach Craig Skinner’s
team has won three

straight SEC champion-
ships and swept Florida
the last two years. Stum-
ler says that past success
builds confidence for UK,
16-0 this year.

“There’s a fine line be-
tween cockiness and con-
fidence. We know people
are coming for us. Florida
already has a couple of
losses and that just adds
a target on our backs,’
Stumler said. “But we love
that pressure. That's the
personality of our team.
Ever since I got here, the
bigger the competition
we play, the better [ have
played. Madison (Lilley),
Gabby (Curry), Avery
(Skinner) all also play
better when the matches
mean more.”

Kentucky volleyball
has yet to make a Final
Four or win a national
title. The Cats are ranked
third nationally in a sea-
son that started in Octo-
ber and will end in April.
Stumler believes UK has a
terrific chance to win the
national championship
this season.

“We are super bal-
anced. Madison can set

any hitter and get a point
for us,” Stumler, the 2018
SEC freshman of the year,
said. “In years past we
have been really outside
dominated. This year our
middle has stepped up,
the back row is more in-
volved. When you have
four attackers at all times
itis hard to defend.

“Our defensive focus is
really good. A lot of teams
can play defense but we
take great pride in that”

Stumler not only leads
the team in Kkills, but is
second in digs behind li-
bero Gabby Curry.

“I take more pride in
that because without
defense you do not have
offense,” Stumler said.
“I knew since | was little
that to play ata big school
you have to have ball con-
trol. I have taken pride in
that since [ was 13.

“All the hitters here are
playing defense in drills.
Everyone has to be able to
control the ball. It didn’t
come easy at first but the
more training you have,
the more confidence you
have. All our passers are
in the gym 30 minutes be-

Blast from the past!

First cousins Evangiline Puckett and Wilma Mcintosh in the early 1960’s
in front of Watson’s Dollar Store and The Wash House at the bend of
Broadway in Irvine. Evangiline or “Vangie” is the daughter of George
Harvey Puckett and Stella Mcintosh Puckett. Wilma (now Wise) is the
daughter of Floyd Mcintosh and Mary Profitt Mcintosh.
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fore practices and games.
You can never over train.”

That philosophy has
helped Stumler offset the
graduation of All-Ameri-
can Leah Edmond, one of
UK'’s all-time best play-
ers. Stumler said during
her first two years at UK
when the team needed
a spark or big point, Ed-
mond usually provided it.

“I was hoping to step
into that and have people
have the same respect for
me,” Stumler said. “You
need someone to step up
each year to gain respect
and build leadership and
trust. I hope I've been
able to do that”

She has. Craig Skinner
calls her a “rock” because
of her steady play.

“She’s hitting, blocking
at a different level,” the

UK coach said. “She just
gives people around her
a certain level of confi-
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Dontaie Allen hopes UK fans will continue to sup-
port the team going forward despite this year’s 9-16

e 24 HPt1 Kawasaki FS730V
¢ 60" Fabricated Deck
e Premium Seat w/Arm Rests

STARTING AT $4,999

¢ 18.5 HPtt+ Kawasaki FS600
* 36" Fabricated Deck
* 12cc pump transmission

¢ 23 HPt Kohler Pro 7000
48" Fabricated Deck
e Hydro-Gear™ EZT 2800

§7,299 arter piscount~ | STARTING AT $5,499

ZTX5 48

ZERO-TURN RIDER

ZTX6 54

ZERO-TURN RIDER

PRO Z 560L KW

COMMERCIAL ZERO-TURN 4

® 27 HPt+t+ Kawasaki® OHV
¢ 60" FAB triple-blade deck
e 12cc Parker HTJ, ROPS

* 23 HP+1 Kawasaki FR691
* 48" FAB triple-blade deck
e Hydro-Gear™ ZT 3200

STARTING AT S$6,499

¢ 25.5 HPtt Kawasaki FX801
¢ 54" FAB Triple-Blade Deck
e Hydro-Gear™ ZT 3400

STARTING AT S7,899

59,499 AFTER DISCOUNT
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YOUR INDEPENDENT CUB CADET DEALER—EXPERT SERVICE. LOCALLY OWNED.
THE ADVICE, SERVICE, SELECTION AND SUPPORT YOU NEED TO FIND THE RIGHT FIT FOR YOU.

'. 119 North Estill Avenue
pishopy

Richmond, KY 40475
Small Engine Repair, INC

859-624-1893

www.bishopssmallenginerepair.com

1Certain restrictions apply. See dealer for details.
** Save $700 Sale is $700 off regular retail price of the PRO X 636 Stand-On Mower. Save $650 Sale is $650 off
the regular retail price of the PRO Z 560L. Offers valid till 10/31/21. Offers not valid on other models. Cannot be

combined with any other offer.
* Product Price -Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models
subject to limited availability. For full warranty details, visit cubcadet.com or see your local dealer. See your local dealer for limited warranty details and
information. Certain restrictions apply. Specifications and programs are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory
and/or unit specifications. tt As rated by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE J1995 and rated in accordance with SAE J2723
and certified by SAE International. T As rated by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross horsepower at 3,600 RPM per
SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer. A Commercial products are intended for Professional use. Bishops_5.375x10.5
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