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Bible Trivia Answers
“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” with 1,206 multiple-choice questions 
by columnist Wilson Casey, is available in bookstores and online.

ANSWERS 1) Old; 2) Je-
hoshaphat; 3) 40; 4) Edom; 5) 
Tentmaker; 6) Great-grandson

Puzzle Answers
April 28, 2021

Stickeler’s
Puzzle on Page 7

Puzzle Answers

Bible Word 
Search on Page 7

Eric Baker
Estill County Extension
Agent for Agriculture & 

Natural Resources
	 Gardening	season	is	in	
full	force	but	recent	rains	
have made it difficult to 
work	in	the	garden.	It’s	a	
concern	 when	 we	 try	 to	
work	our	soils	too	wet.	Soil	
compaction	creates	an	un-
friendly	growing	environ-
ment	 for	 plants	 and	 is	 a	
serious	problem	for	many	
home	gardeners.	However,	
it	is	relatively	easy	to	pre-
vent.
	 Compaction	transforms	
soil into a difficult environ-
ment	for	plant	growth	by	
making	it	harder	for	roots,	
water	and	soil	to	penetrate	

the	ground.	Major	causes	
are	working	the	soil	when	
it is too wet, foot traffic, and 
excessive	rototiller	use.
	 To	reduce	this	problem,	
it	is	best	to	avoid	working	
in	the	garden	or	walking	
in	 it	when	the	soil	 is	 too	
wet.		Squeeze	a	handful	of	
soil	and	if	it	forms	a	muddy	
ball,	rather	than	crumbling	
when	you	open	your	hand,	
stay	out	of	the	garden	area.	
	 Walk	 between	 plants	
and	 rows	 in	 the	 garden	
area	to	reduce	compaction	
in	primary	plant	growth	ar-
eas.
	 Excessive	rototiller	use	
destroys	soil	structure	and	
promotes	 compaction.	
When	 compaction	 takes	
place	in	a	dense	soil	struc-
ture,	 it	 also	 makes	 root	
growth more difficult. 
	 A	 little	 hand	 hoeing,	
rather	 than	 a	 rototiller,	
may	be	all	you	need	to	do	
to	eliminate	a	few	weeds.	
It	usually	causes	less	soil	
damage	than	repeated	ro-

totilling	and	is	less	harm-
ful	to	the	earthworms	that	
help	aerate	the	soil.	
	 You	also	can	use	mulch	
to	control	weeds	instead	
of	 tilling.	 A	 2-	 to	 3-inch	
layer	of	mulch	relieves	the	
pressure	of	walking	on	the	
soil,	reducing	the	degree	
of	 compaction.	 Organic	
mulches	are	materials	such	
as	lawn	clippings	or	straw.	
Do	not	use	lawn	clippings	
that	come	from	a	lawn	re-
cently	treated	with	herbi-
cides.	
	 One	 excellent	 way	 to	
spread	 mulch	 materials	
more thinly is to first lay 
about	six	sheets	of	news-
paper	on	the	soil	surface	
then	cover	the	paper	with	
organic	matter.	In	this	case	
the	newspaper	is	really	the	
mulch,	and	the	organic	mat-
ter	holds	the	paper	in	place	
and	improves	appearances.	
Soils	will	remain	cool	lon-
ger	in	the	spring	under	or-
ganic	mulches,	because	the	
sun	does	not	strike	the	soil.	

If	you	want	your	garden	to	
grow	rapidly	in	the	spring,	
do	not	scatter	the	mulch	
until	the	soil	warms.	One	
precaution	needed	if	you	
use	straw	is	to	be	sure	it	is	
weed	seed	free.	Otherwise,	
it	will	be	a	source	of	weeds	
for	the	growing	season.	
	 Most	 organic	 mulches	
will	compact	and	start	to	
decompose	 by	 fall.	 They	
can	 be	 tilled	 under	 eas-
ily,	adding	valuable	organic	
matter	to	the	soil.	
	 Contact	me	at	the	Estill	
County	Cooperative	Exten-
sion	Service	for	more	gar-
dening	 information.	 We	
have	a	nice	comprehensive	
gardening	 booklet	 avail-
able	 for	 no	 charge.	 Our	
telephone	number	is	606-
723-4557.
	 Educational programs of the Coop-
erative Extension Service serve all people 
regardless of economic or social status and 
will not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, 
religion, political belief, sex, sexual orien-
tation, gender identity, gender expressions, 
pregnancy, marital status, genetic infor-
mation, age, veteran status, or physical or 
mental disability.

Avoid soil compaction in the garden

Cooking
Grab ‘N Go

	 Cooking	Through	the	
Calendar	 Grab	 ‘N	 Go	
-	 Estill	 County	 SNAP-
Ed	 program	 assistant,	
Jessica	 Webb,	 will	 be	
providing	 a	 Cooking	
Through	 the	 Calendar	
Grab	‘N	Go	event	on	Fri-
day,	April	30,	between	
12	noon	and	4:30	p.m..	
This	event	will	be	held	
at	the	Estill	County	Ex-
tension Office, located 
at	76	Golden	Court,	Ir-
vine,	KY.		Limited	quan-
tity	available.	For	more	
details,	contact	 Jessica	
Webb	at	606-723-4557.		
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