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Bible Trivia Answers
“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” with 1,206 multiple-choice questions 
by columnist Wilson Casey, is available in bookstores and online. ANSWERS 1) Old; 2) Death; 

3) Nebuchadnezzar; 4) Stephen; 
5) Dead Sea; 6) Hosea
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	 According to UK Ento-
mologists, there are vari-
ous thrips species that 
are serious direct pests 
in gardens, greenhouses, 
and high tunnels as well. 
Thrips are also vectors of 
Tosopviruses, such as to-
mato spotted wilt virus 
(TSWV) that has been seen 
here this week. Gardeners 
and commercial growers 
are encouraged to moni-
tor for thrips, along with 

symptoms of the viruses 
they might transmit. Pay 
particular attention to 
susceptible crops, such 
as tomatoes and peppers 
grown in high tunnels, as 
well as these same crops 
and other vegetable crops 
in production fields.
	 Most adult thrips are 
elongate, slender, minute 
(less than 1/20 inch long), 
and have long fringes on 
the margins of both pairs 
of their long, narrow wings. 
Immatures (called larvae 
or nymphs) are oblong or 
slender and elongate and 
lack wings. Most thrips 
range in color from trans-
lucent white or yellowish 
to dark brown or black of-
ten infest developing buds 
of plants. As new growth 
emerges from buds, it may 
be twisted or deformed 
due to thrips feeding. In 
greenhouses, it is common 
to find brown spots caused 
by thrips feeding on leaves 
of vegetable crops. Often 

there is black fecal matter 
in association with these 
feeding sites. Because 
thrips are so small and of-
ten hidden in flowers or 
plant buds, growers scout-
ing for thrips can tap plant 
parts over a sheet of white 
paper or into a white cup 
in order to see them.
	 Insecticides are used 
to reduce thrips numbers 
when they are abundant, 
but producers need to be 
careful to select insecti-
cides that have good thrips 
activity. For commercial 
vegetable crops, some 
choices are Radiant, Siv-
anto Prime, Torac, Rimon, 
Venom, Assail, Admire, py-
rethroid insecticides, Di-
methoate, and Lannate can 
provide good to very good 
control of thrips; however, 
these individual products 
are not labeled on all veg-
etable crops and some 
cannot be used in green-
houses/high tunnels. Read 
the label before selecting 

and using a pesticide.
	 An organic option is 
Spinosad (gardeners can 
use Captain Jack’s Dead-
bug Brew which is spi-
nosad) which lasts a week 
or more and moves short 
distances into sprayed tis-
sue to reach thrips feeding 
in protected plant parts. 
Sinosad is an insecticide is 
a fermentation product of 
a naturally occurring bac-
terium, and certain for-
mulations are organically 
acceptable. Spinosad can 
be toxic to certain natu-
ral enemies and bees so 
please follow the label rec-
ommendations.
	 For more information, 
contact the Estill County 
Extension office at 723-
4557. 
 	 Educational programs of the Coop-
erative Extension Service serve all people 
regardless of economic or social status and 
will not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, 
religion, political belief, sex, sexual orien-
tation, gender identity, gender expressions, 
pregnancy, marital status, genetic infor-
mation, age, veteran status, or physical or 
mental disability.

Watch for thrips on garden plants
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