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Asian Lady Beetles Are Coming

Stickeler’s Puzzle

Stickeler’s Answer on Page 11

 Asian lady beetles will 
soon be congregating on the 
sides of homes and infesting 
buildings. This phenomenon 
has become an all-too-com-
mon autumn event through-
out Kentucky and much of 
the United States. The culprit 
is the Asian lady beetle, Har-
monia axyridis, in search of 
protected places to spend the 
winter. In Kentucky, move-
ment into buildings typi-
cally begins in mid-October, 
continuing through mid-No-
vember.
 Detailed information on 
this perennial problem is 
contained in UK Extension 

publication ENT-64, Asian 
Lady Beetle Infestation of 
Structures. Key points are 
as follows:
 Lady beetle flights are 
heaviest on warm sunny days 
when temperatures climb 
above 60 degrees F. They 
tend to congregate initially 
on the sunnier, southwest 
sides of buildings in mid-af-
ternoon. Structures that are 
shaded and not brightly il-
luminated by afternoon sun 
are less likely to attract the 
beetles.
 Once the beetles alight, 
they attempt to enter crev-
ices and other dark openings 
in search of hibernation sites. 
These locations may be any-
where on the structure, but 
especially beneath exterior 
siding, around window and 
door frames, soffits, fascia 
boards, and through weep 
holes and attic or crawl 
space vents. Sealing exterior 
cracks and openings with 
caulk, screening, weather 
stripping, etc., is the most 
effective long-term, preven-
tion against beetle entry. 
(See ENTFACT-641 How to 
Pest-Proof Your Home.)         
 Once the beetles are in-
doors, the best way to re-

move them is with a vacuum 
cleaner. When brushed or 
handled the beetles often se-
crete a yellowish-orange flu-
id, making vacuuming a bet-
ter option for indoor removal 
than brooms, mops, etc. In-
secticides applied indoors 
tend to be ineffective and 
may stain or leave unwanted 
residues on walls, counter 
tops, and other surfaces.
 While sealing exterior 
openings is the more per-
manent means of denying 
ladybug entry, pest proof-
ing is time-consuming and 
impractical for most. If a 
household or business con-
tinues to be troubled by lady 
beetles, owners may want to 
enlist the services of a pro-
fessional pest control firm. 
Some companies offer pest 
proofing services and many 
offer insecticide treatment of 
the building exterior, which 
helps to prevent pest entry. 
Fast-acting, “professional 
strength” pyrethroid formu-
lations (e.g., Demand, Sus-
pend, Talstar, Tempo) tend 
to be most effective, and can 
be applied around eaves, at-
tic vents, windows, doors, 
underneath siding, and other 
likely points of  entry. 
 Homeowners insistent 
upon applying exterior treat-
ments themselves will usu-
ally get the most for their ef-
forts using over-the-counter 
versions of products such as 

Spectracide Bug Stop, Ortho 
Home Defense Max Insect 
Killer, or Bayer Advanced 
Home Pest Control. Purchas-
ing the concentrated formu-
lations of these products that 
can be diluted will enable 
the homeowner to mix up 
and apply larger volumes of 
material with a pump-up or 
hose-end sprayer. Follow the 
product label directions. In 
order to have any benefit, 
exterior treatments must be 
applied before the beetles 
enter buildings to overwin-
ter.  
 When all else fails, cus-
tomers should be reminded 
that lady beetle entry into 
buildings is a relatively 
short-term event which 
generally runs its course by 
mid-November. The beetles 
sometimes emit a foul odor, 
stain indoor surfaces, and 
occasionally give a “nip” 
if they land on one’s skin. 
They do not breed or repro-
duce indoors like fleas or 
cockroaches, and constitute 
a nuisance mainly by their 
presence.           
 For more information or 
insect identification, contact 
the Estill County Extension 
Service at 606-723-4557.  
 Educational programs of 
the Cooperative Extension 
Service serve all people re-
gardless of race, color, sex, 
religion, disability or na-
tional origin.
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4-H Youth Development

4-H Shooting Sports Sign-Ups
 Estill County 4-H will be holding sign-ups for the 
Shooting Sports program on Thursday, October 15th 
at 6:00 p.m. This event will be held at the Estill County 
Extension Office located at 76 Golden Court Irvine, KY 
40336. 4-H Shooting Sports is for youth ages 9-18 (as of 
January 1st 2016) and includes Trap, Archery, and Riflery. 
Please call 606-723-4557 with any questions.. 
 Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension 
Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, re-
ligion, disability or national origin.
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PAINTED
ROOFING METAL

We offer 16 colors of our #1 grade
metal roofing tin cut to the inch. 

Now with a 40-year warranty, this
ensures a roof that will last for years. 
We also have 29 gauge Galvalume. 
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome
Call 606-593-7080 ● Fax 606-593-7071

We now accept Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf Creek Metal
Open five days for your convenience

Mon. -Fri. 8am-5pm
LOCATED
1. 5 miles south of

Booneville, KY on Hwy. 11
in the Lone Oak Industrial Park


