
	

	 About a hundred years 
ago, before the days of 
television and the Inter-
net, advertising products 
were considerably differ-
ent. It was a simpler era, 
and signs and barns on 
roadways were used for 
advertising. 
	 Whenever we got to 
take a driving trip to visit 
relatives or go shopping 
in another town, I always 
read all the signs along the 
way.  I remember seeing 
this sign on many road-
side barns: “Chew Mail 
Pouch Tobacco: Treat 
Yourself to the Best.”
	 I watched for each 
sign eagerly, along with 
“Burma Shave” signs 
that dotted the landscape. 
Most of those were black 
with yellow lettering, al-
though a few were red 
with yellow lettering.  
During drives 
these barns were famil-
iar signs, almost like old 
friends.
	 Being a curious child 
who was interested in 
painting and art, (the 
barns were art in my 
mind). I often wondered 
who had painted them. I 
also wondered, was this 

tobacco chewed rather 
than smoked?
It turned out that people 
did chew tobacco during 
most of the last century.  
	 I learned that after 
World War II, the painter 
or artist was Harley War-
rick from Ohio. He even 
initialed his barns after 
the job was finished. I of-
ten thought what a won-
derful career; painting to-
bacco signs on thousands 
of barns in various states.  
The art work would not 
be in a museum but on 
roadways where every-
one could see and enjoy. 
	 Although many of 
these barns have fallen 
into disrepair, others 
have been listed as his-
toric landmarks.   Mail 
pouch collectors discover 
and report these historic 
barns on the Internet.  
	 The owners of Mail 
Pouch Tobacco Co. 
stopped painting barns 
years ago, but the signs 
live on. They bring back 
a far simpler time, when 
these advertisements en-
couraged customers to 
buy their product.
	 I purchased a Rus-
sell May print of a Mail 
Pouch Tobacco barn 
some thirty years ago; I 
believe the barn was on 
the Mountain Parkway 
that Mr. May used for his 
print.   It is my favorite 
Russell May print. I am 
told they are extremely 
collectible.  
	 I don’t if there are any 
of the old barns left now 
that had Mail Pouch To-
bacco ads on them or not.  
You definitely would 
have to stray off the 
beaten path to find one.  I 
love looking for antiques 
so that can be my next 
challenge; looking for 
old Mail Pouch Tobacco 
barns.   
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	 Each church has its own 
“temperament.” There are 
those where you find hap-
piness and hope, a warm 
fellowship and a welcom-
ing spirit. Others are cold 
and closed, old and tired. 
In between are some that 
are looking for an identity 
and try one thing and then 
another.
  Psalm 33 is filled with en-
thusiasm for God. And it 
has some great advice on 
how to worship God. “Sing 
joyfully,” said the Psalmist. 
“Praise the Lord with the 
harp and the ten-stringed 
lyre,” he continues. But 
why?
  One reason is that “The 
Word of the Lord is right 
and true.” No one has ever 
rejected the Bible because 
it contradicts itself but be-
cause it contradicts the 

reader. “The only objec-
tion against the Bible,” said 
Wilmot the infidel when he 
was dying, “is a bad life.”
   “The plans of the Lord 
stand true,” is another rea-
son. A father said to his son, 
“Go to the third step and 
jump. I’ll catch you!” But 
he didn’t and his son fell to 
the floor. “Now get up and 
remember,” he said, “don’t 
trust anyone - not even 
your father.” Our Heavenly 
Father never tricks us nor 
tempts us. He is faithful in 
all things and at all times.
  Finally, “The eyes of the 
Lord are upon those who 
fear Him. No army has ever 
saved a king,” said David. 
Warriors work together and 
combine their strength but 
are often defeated. But 
“God delivers His own from 
death and keeps them alive 
in famine.”
   Humanists depend on 
human beings. Christians 
depend on Jesus Christ 
to “deliver” and “nourish” 
them.
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	 There seems to be an 
attitude of arrogance in the 
world today. It is summed 
up in the epigram that was 
written above the door of 
the saloon on the Titanic: 
“Not even God can sink 
this ship!” Imagine the iro-
ny of those words. They 
are carved in a piece of 
wood that is still rotting af-
ter all of these years.
   Unfortunately, there 
seems to be no fear of 
God in the world any lon-
ger. Today, the list of the 
world’s fears include a 
nuclear disaster, global 
warming, the national 
deficit, health care, a flu 
epidemic, identity theft 
or a stock market crash. 
It seems as though God 
has been assigned the 
role of being an ex-officio 
member of the “Board of 
Governors.” It is a “posi-

tion” with no power or in-
fluence. He is no longer 
recognized as one who 
makes any difference in 
the day to day operation 
of the universe. He’s sim-
ply around to humor some 
people. Man is in charge 
now, thank you, and will 
bring good things to pass 
now that God is out of the 
way!
  Psalm 34 takes the op-
posite view of God. The 
author blesses the Lord 
for what He has done. In 
deep humility he recog-
nizes the power and pres-
ence of God. His view of 
the world is God-centered 
not man-exalting. There-
fore, “His praise should 
always be on our lips.”
  How different it is today. 
People seem to do what 
they do for the recognition 
they may receive. Glory 
and honor belong to the 
one who can score the 
most points, accumulate 
vast wealth or demon-
strate great power over 
people. God, to them is a 
“thing” in the past.
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Shock and Awe?
by BOB CASEY, preacher

Cornerstone Church of Christ
Bond Street at Camp Avenue in West Irvine

	 A few years ago our then president, George Bush 
used this phrase to describe the response that was being 
taken to show the Iraq nation that terror would be met 
by an even greater terror. I suppose that the night that 
this assault began that most, if not all, felt a great fear of 
shock and were awed at the bombing and noise, plus the 
fires that came as a result of this attack. And so it was a 
terrible time.
	 But I have written this as a reminder to all of us that an 
even greater time of shock and awe is coming upon the 
unsaved world. The Bible gives us a great detail of this 
forthcoming event. First, the stealth bombers that flew 
into Bagdad did so without being detected, but the com-
ing again of our Saviour will supersede all prior events 
that this world has ever seen all combined forever.
	 Just think about the sudden sound from Heaven that 
will bring to a halt of all earth’s activities. The voice of 
the arch-angel will issue a shout that will bring everyone 
to attention. Then the trumpet of God will sound (I Cor-
inthians 15:52 and 1 Thessalonians 4:16) and before 
these men wrote, our Lord has much to say about this 
day in Matthew 24:29-31. Read these to see for your-
selves. Here in Matthew’s Gospel, it says that the sun 
will be darkened, even the stars shall begin to fall, be-
cause the powers of Heaven shall be shaken.
	 Then the clouds will begin to roll back as a scroll re-
vealing the Saviour sitting upon his throne with all his 
holy angels around him. This will be the world’s greatest 
event up to this time. Then we ask, “What will the unpre-
pared do?” They will be a time of mourning, and lament-
ing, such as never before. Revelation 1:7 describes this 
time. John writes in Revelation 6:12-17 of this day with 
great accuracy. Men will be in a state of awareness that 
their day of salvation is gone forever. They will be a lot 
of praying taking place, but this is not for forgiveness and 
mercy, because they will know, “I did not take heed!” So 
they will flee to the places in the earth, praying for the 
mountains to bury them, simply because they will not be 
able to stand and be judged by the one they didn’t obey. 
They know that their doom is sealed forever. We need to 
read passages like Ephesians 6:13-14, “Stand therefore, 
having our loins girt about with truth, and having on the 
breast plate of righteousness.” But verse 13 also says, 
“Take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to withstand in the evil day, having done all to 
stand.”
	 Friends, this will be a terrible day for you if you have 
not prepared for it, but it does not have to be! Awaken, 
and arise and obey our Lord. He will forgive you, save 
you, and add you to his elect. Acts 2:36-47 guarantees it. 
If you fail, whose fault will it be? 
	 Call 1-859-369-4165.

Sincerely, Bob Casey

Instruction About Giving
Matthew 6:1-4

(See Also Deuteronomy 15:11-17)
1Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, 
to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no re-
ward of your Father which is in heaven. 2There-
fore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound 
a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may 
have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They 
have their reward. 3But when thou doest alms, let 
not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: 
4That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father 
which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee 
openly.

Sponsored by Crooked Creek Christian Church Inc.
1980 Crooked Creek Road, Irvine, KY

A little church history … the longest ac-
tive member, Mrs. Daisy Winkler Tuttle, 
in the summer of 1936 was baptized at 
the bridge of Crooked Creek Road by 

Bro. Joe H. Berry along with eight other 
girls. Her membership is still active.

IRVINE 606-726-9512
FLEA MARKET
1197 Winchester Road	 Irvine, Kentucky
Several Booths to Choose From
Stop by and look around!
Antiques, Glassware & Much More
We ● Buy ● Sell ● Trade
Always Looking for Good Furniture

Irvine Flea Market
1197 Winchester Road	 Irvine, KY
Call 726-9512 Ask for Tammy

Signs of the Times

	 1.Is the book of Jude 
in the Old or New Testa-
ment or neither?
	 2. Whom did God 
choose to replace Moses 
to lead the Israelites? 
Aaron, Jacob, Joshua, 
Caleb

	 3. Which disciple 
betrayed Jesus for 30 
pieces of silver? Peter, 
Judas, John, Matthew
	 4. From Matthew 
12:24, who is the ruler 
of the demons? Lucifer, 
Satan, Devil, Beelzebub
	 5. Who was Simon 
Peter’s brother? John, 
James, Andrew, Mat-
thew
	 6. Which Psalm is the 
shortest? 23, 117, 120, 
150

Answers on bottom
 of Page 13

FLORAL DESIGN
by Nikki

391 Richmond Road	 Westgate Plaza
Irvine, Kentucky

Weddings • Funerals • Gifts • Candles
Silk Funeral Flowers For Rent

CALL TOLL-FREE
1-877-331-9081
606-726-0202

24 HRS: 606-975-2282
WE ACCEPT ALL CREDIT CARDS

VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.FLORALDESIGNSBYNIKKI.COM

Flowers for
All Occasions

A photo of Russel May’s painting of a “Mail Pouch” tobacco barn
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