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Bam “Dunked” Before The 7th Grade

by Larry Vaught
	 Before	 Bam	 Adebayo	
started	 his	 seventh	 grade	
basketball	 season,	 he	 had	
already	dunked	a	basketball.	
His	 motor	 has	 never	 quit	
running	since	then,	either.
	 The	 6-10,	 255-pound	
Adebayo	 is	 being	 counted	
on	to	solve	the	deficiencies	
Kentucky	had	with	 its	post	
play	 last	 season	 with	 his	
physical	presence	and	dom-
inant	rebounding.	
	 He’s	been	called	a	“mon-
ster”	 by	 many	 because	 of	
the	 strength	 and	 energy	 he	
has	on	the	court.	
	 “That	 is	 just	 	 motiva-
tional	 for	 me.	 But	 really	 I	
am	 a	 clown,	 a	 goofy	 guy.	
On	the	court,	I	am	very	se-
rious.	It’s	time	for	business	
on	the	court.	If	I	am	not	on	
the	court,	you	can	laugh	and	
smile,”	he	said.	
	 Just	 don’t	 try	 to	 intimi-
date	 him	 on	 the	 court.	 It	
won’t	 happen.	 But	 he	 also	
insists	he’s	not	sure	why	he	
would	intimidate	other	play-
ers.
	 “I	 don’t	 see	 why	 they	
would	be	intimidated.	I	am	
nice	 guy.	 	 I	 am	 not	 going	
to	hurt	anybody.	But	I	have	
seen	guys	 just	 see	me	 take	
off	my	warm-up	and	all	my	
body	muscle	show	and	then	
they	are	like,	‘Wow.’	Maybe	
that	 is	 intimidating,”	 Ade-
bayo	laughed	and	said.
	 Then	 again,	 how	 can	 a	
player	 who	 freely	 admits	
he	 likes	 to	 listen	 to	 music	
by	Katy	Perry	and	Whitney	
Houston	 be	 that	 intimidat-
ing.	He	says	Perry	is	his	fa-
vorite	musical	artist	because	
he	is	“perky”	and	has	happy	
music	that	he	likes	to	hear.
	 What	 if	 she	 came	 to	 a	
Kentucky	 game?	 “I	 would	
hope	 that	 would	 be	 the	
game	I	played	in	my	college	
career,”	Adebayo	said.	“I’ve	
just	had	a	little	vibe	with	her	
since	ninth	or	10th	grade.”
	 No,	he	didn’t	have	Katy	
Perry	 posters	 at	 home	 and	
has	none	at	UK.	
	 “I’m	 not	 that	 bad,”	 he	
joked.	“I	really	like	her	mu-
sic,	but	I	can’t	sing	to	save	
my	life.”
	 What	he	can	do	 is	ener-
gize	a	basketball	team	with	
his	 emotion,	 physical	 play	
and	rebounding.	He	proved	
that	 to	 veteran	 high	 school	
coach	Jack	Doss	of	Alabama	
during	the	McDonald’s	All-
American	Game	in	Chicago	
in	April.	
	 “He	 got	 up	 and	 down	
the	 floor.	 He	 handled	 the	
ball.	He	has	a	great	upside,”	
Doss,	 who	 also	 had	 UK	
signees	 De’Aaron	 Fox	 and	
Sacha	Killeya-Jones	on	his	
team,	 said.	 “To	be	 that	 big	
and	 athletic,	 his	motor	 still	
runs	all	the	time.	He	is	going	
to	be	a	beast	on	the	boards	
for	Kentucky.”
	 That’s	his	plan.	He	wants	
high	 expectations	 on	 him-
self.	
	 Could	 he	 get	 a	 triple-
double	 this	 year?	 “I	 can’t	
predict	 that,	 but	 that	 is	 the	
expectation,”	Adebayo	said.	
“I	also	expect	 to	win	a	na-
tional	title.”
	 That’s	 what	 Adebayo	 is	
not	worried	about		preseason	
honors	--	or	his	future	NBA	
draft	status.
	 “Right	 now	 I	 am	 focus-
ing	 on	 me	 and	 my	 team.	
I	 just	 want	 to	 focus	 on	 us	
being	 the	best	 team	 in	col-
lege	basketball	and	winning	
the	national	title,”	Adebayo	
said.
He	 knows	 his	 nickname	

likely	will	make	him	the	tar-
get	of	taunts	from	opposing	
fans	 --	 but	 he’s	 okay	 with	
that.
	 “Bam	 kind	 of	 fits	 with	
the	physicality	of	my	body.	
Me	and	my	mom,	when	we	
lived	 in	 New	 Jersey,	 were	
watching	 the	 ‘Flintstones’	
on	TV.	I	was	kind	of	disrup-
tive	and	would	break	stuff.	
Instantly,	I	was	called	Bam	
Bam	(after	the	cartoon	char-
acter).	Then	 it	 just	went	 to	
Bam.
	 “One	away	game	in	high	
school	all	the	fans	had	Flint-
stone	 posters.	 They	 even	
let	 me	 keep	 one	 of	 those	
posters.	 So	 if	 you	 know	 it	
is	coming,	you	may	as	well	
just	have	fun	with	it.”

*	*	*
	 One	 of	 Kentucky’s	 top	
basketball	recruiting	targets	
—	wing	John	Petty	of	Ala-
bama	—	will	play	twice	in	
the	 Marshall	 County	 Hoop	
Fest	 in	 Benton	 in	 Decem-
ber.	
	 The	 6-5	 Petty	 has	 been	
a	 top	 target	 for	coach	John	
Calipari	 for	 two	 years	 and	
plays	 for	 Mae	 Jemison,	 a	
new	 school	 in	 Huntsville,	
Ala.	
	 His	 team	 will	 	 play	
against	Aspire	Academy	of	
Arizona	 Dec.	 2	 at	 4	 p.m.	
CST	and	then	take	on	Paul	
Laurence	 Dunbar	 Dec.	 3.	
Taveion	 Hollingsworth	 av-
eraged	 21	 points	 per	 game	
last	 year	 for	 Dunbar	 and	
led	the	team	to	a	state	title.	
The	 Dunbar	 guard	 already	
has	scholarship	offers	from	
West	 Virginia	 and	 Cincin-
nati	and	strong	interest	from	
several	 teams,	 including	
Western	Kentucky.	
	 The	nation’s	No.	1	player	
in	the	2017	recruiting	class,	
DeAndre	 Ayton	 of	 Hill-
crest	 Prep	 in	Arizona,	 will	
be	back.	The	7-0	center	has	
verbally	 committed	 to	Ari-
zona.	Other	elite	players	in	
the	2017	recruiting	class	in-
clude	Gary	Trent	of	Prolific	
Prep	in	California	and	Billy	
Preston	 of	 Oak	 Hill	Acad-
emy	in	Virginia.
	 If	you	want	tickets	to	the	
event	that	starts	Dec.	1	and	
ends	 Dec.	 4,	 call	 the	 Mar-
shall	 County	 High	 School	
athletic	 office	 at	 270-527-
6714.	 Tickets	 are	 $35	 for	
the	entire	 showcase	or	$10	
per	session.

*	*	*
	 Last	 week	 running	 back	
Mikel	 Horton	 became	 the	
ninth	signee	in	the	2014	re-
cruiting	 class	 to	 decide	 to	
transfer	from	Kentucky.	One	
other	player	in	that	class,	the	
highest	 ranked	 recruiting	
class	 that	Mark	Stoops	has	
signed	in	four	years	at	UK,	
was	kicked	off	the	team.
	 Overall,	the	2014	recruit-
ing	class	has	not	lived	up	to	
the	 recruiting	 hype,	 some-
thing	 players	 in	 that	 class	
thought	 they	 could	 change	
this	year.
	 “We	 have	 grown	 up.	
Coming	in	we	were	17,	18.	
As	we	start	to	get	older,	we	
see	 the	bigger	 picture.	Our	
maturity	 levels	 are	 going	
up,”	 junior	 receiver	Dorian	
Baker	said.	“There	is	always	
room	 for	 improvement.	
When	I	was	17	and	18,	I	felt	
like	 nobody	 could	 tell	 me	
anything	and	that	I	had	it	all.	
I	had	all	the	answers.	
	 “But	 I	have	 learned	you	
have	to	sit	down	and	listen	
to	 the	 people	 who	 really	
care	about	you.	They	are	the	
ones	trying	to	help	you.	You	
can’t	get	blindsided.”
	 Baker	has	been	sidelined	
by	a	hamstring	injury	much	
of	 this	 season,	 which	 has	
frustrated	 him	 because	 he	
knows	 he’s	 a	 veteran	 now	
with	time	running	out	in	his	
career.
	 “Time	 goes	 by	 so	 fast	
because	we	stay	so	busy	all	
day	every	day	from	practice	
to	class	to	tutors.	We	do	the	
same	 things	 and	 time	 just	
flies	by,”	Baker	said.	“Seems	
like	 just	 the	 other	 day	 my	
mom	 and	 dad	 dropped	 my	
off	 at	 the	 dorm	 and	 I	 was	

kissing	 and	 hugging	 them	
at	 the	elevator	 telling	 them	
to	 have	 a	 safe	 drive	 back	
home.	 Now	 I	 am	 a	 junior	
and	it	is	unbelievable.	I	am	
blessed.	We	all	are.”

*	*	*
	 When	 Charles	 Walker	
finally	 returned	 a	 punt	 for	
a	 touchdown	 against	 New	
Mexico	 State,	 it	 ended	 a	
six-year	 drought	 for	 UK	
on	 returning	 a	 punt	 for	 a	
score.	 While	 Walker,	 a	 ju-
nior,	obviously	was	thrilled	
with	his	 first	 touchdown	at	
Kentucky,	so	were	his	team-
mates.
	 No	 one	 was	 more	 jubi-
lant	than	freshman	offensive	
tackle	Landon	Young.	
	 “That	was	awesome.	We	
were	getting	tired	of	hearing	
about	no	returns	for	a	touch-
down	 and	 getting	 that	 was	
awesome	 for	 him	 and	 us,”		
Young	 said.	 “He	 has	 been	
working	his	butt	off,	too.	
	 “He	was	a	walk-on	com-
ing	 into	 camp	 and	 got	 a	
scholarship	 and	 he	 is	 an	
awesome	 guy.	 A	 one	 in	 a		
million	guy.	Has	a	great	at-
titude	every	day.	Comes	out	
with	 a	 smile	 on	 his	 face.	
Can’t	ask	for	a	better	guy.”
	 Walker	 is	 also	 the	 only	
player	 in	 Kentucky’s	 2014	
recruiting	 class	 who	 has	
played	 in	 every	 game	 the	
last	 three	 seasons.	 And	 as	
Young	noted,	he	came	as	a	
walk-on.

*	*	*
	 Offensive	 coordinator	
Eddie	Gran	knew	that	Boom	
Williams	had	some	off-field	
issues	his	 first	 two	seasons	
at	 Kentucky	 and	 then	 had	
to	deal	with	the	unexpected	
death	 of	 his	 younger	 sister	
in	the	summer.	Gran	and	the	
junior	 running	 back	 some-
times	bumped	heads,	 espe-
cially	 during	 spring	 prac-
tice.
	 With	 the	 emergence	 of	
freshman	Benny	Snell,	Wil-
liams’	 improvement	 some-
times	 has	 been	 overlooked	
this	season.	But	Gran	keeps	
saying	 over	 and	 over	 how	
proud	he	is	of	Williams’	ma-
turity	and	play.
	 “I	 think	he	matured	 like	
crazy.	His	demeanor	and	ev-
erything	has	been	fantastic.	
You	 know,	 we’ve	 had	 our	
ups	and	downs,	but	 I	 think	
the	relationship	is	good.	He	
knows	me	now	and	I	know	
him.	 I	 think	 that’s	been	 re-
ally	 good	 for	 both	 of	 us,”	
Gran	said.
	 “We	can’t	go	side	to	side	
on	any	of	these	SEC	teams.	
I	will	say	this,	he	can	some-
times,	but	you’ve	got	to	pick	
and	 choose	 when	 you	 do	
that.	I	think	he’s	still	got	to	
learn	that	when	it’s	not	there,	
stick	your	foot	in	the	ground	
and	get	us	three	yards.	And	I	
think	he	has	progressed	that	
way.	We’re	not	there	yet	but	
we’re	getting	closer.”
	 Williams	 was	 not	 al-
ways	the	first	player	to	con-
gratulate	 teammates	 when	
they	 had	 success.	That	 has	
changed	this	year.	He’s	be-
come	 a	 mentor	 to	 Snell	 --	
and	others.	
	 “He’s	always	been	a	tal-
ented	 guy	 but	 he’s	 more	
detailed	in	his	runs,	and	his	
mentality	is	much	better.	It’s	
great	 for	 him	 to	 see	–	him	
on	 the	 sidelines	 smack-
ing	Benny	on	the	head	and	
giving	him	a	high	five	and	
cheering	it	instead	of	it	just	
being	about	Boom,”	Stoops	
said.
	 “Boom’s	going	to	get	his.	
Benny’s	 doing	 some	 good	
things	 with	 the	 physical	
runs,	so	it’s	a	great	comple-
ment	to	each	other.	But	you	
just	see	growth	 in	all	areas	
(of	Boom)	and	I	continue	to	
see	that.”
	 Both	Williams	and	Snell	
had	 problems	 running	
against	Alabama	last	week,	
but	for	UK	to	beat	Vander-
bilt	Saturday	both	will	need	
to	play	well.

*	*	*
	 P.J.	 Washington	 already	
knows	 plenty	 about	 Ken-
tucky	basketball,	but	his	fa-

ther	still	felt	it	was	important	
for	him	to	come	back	for	an-
other	visit	during	Big	Blue	
Madness	this	weekend.
	 The	 6-7,	 230-pound	
Findlay	 Prep	 (Las	 Vegas)	
has	been	recruited	by	coach	
John	 Calipari	 and	 his	 staff	
for	more	than	a	year.	He	had	
hoped	 to	 make	 Big	 Blue	
Madness	last	year	but	could	
not	work	out	his	schedule	to	
do	so.
	 “He’s	 been	 there	 for	 an	

unofficial	 visit,	 then	 an	 of-
ficial	visit,”	said	Paul	Wash-
ington,	 the	star	player’s	 fa-
ther	 and	 coach	 at	 Findlay	
Prep.	“But	he	has	not	 seen	
the	fans	and	what	that	looks	
like.	Madness	is	a	great	op-
portunity	to	do	that	in	Rupp	
Arena.	He	will	 kind	of	get	
the	college	atmosphere	that	
way.
	 “P.J.	 has	 played	 at	 a	 lot	
higher		level	than	I	did.	He	
has	 played	 for	 USA	 Bas-

ketball	 in	Chile.	He’s	 been	
playing	at	a	high	level	since	
ninth	 grade.	 He’s	 been	 in	
big	 venues,	 but	 not	 in	 a	
place	 like	 Kentucky	 where	
it	is	packed	every	game.”
	 Paul	 Washington	 knows	
a	 lot	 about	 Kentucky	 be-
cause	 he	 used	 to	 live	 in	
Louisville	and	 that’s	where	
P.J.	 was	 born.	 He	 worked	
for	Black	&	Decker	and	still	
has	“good	friends”	in	Bowl-
ing	Green	and	Louisville.

Dawson Bingham attempting a touch down for the Engineers against the 
Breathitt County Bobcats last Friday night.         Tribune Photo/Cathy Dawes

The Engineers congratulated fellow teammate Logan Beckler after he inter-
cepted a pass against the Bobcats. Estill defeated Breathitt 28-22. This was 
the Engineer’s first win over Breathitt since 1990.         Tribune Photo/Cathy Dawes


