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Fans Get Chance To Meet UK Football Players On Saturday

Larry Vaught
	
	 Fans	will	have	a	chance	
to	meet	and	greet	University	
of	 Kentucky	 football	 play-
ers	 Saturday	 at	 Common-
wealth	Stadium	during	Fan	
Day.	 My	 guess	 is	 that	 one	
of	the	most	popular	players	
will	be	freshman	linebacker	
Kash	Daniel	of	Paintsville.

	 Sure,	 he’s	 a	 Kentucky	
guy.	 And	 a	 Kentucky	 guy	
from	eastern	Kentucky	who	
never	wavered	 in	his	 com-
mitment	to	the	Wildcats.
	 He’s	also	a	 special	 foot-
ball	 player	 with	 unique	
skills.	He	won	the	Paul	Hor-
nung	 Award	 in	 Kentucky	
and	 was	 a	 U.S.	Army	All-
American.
	 But	 it	 is	 his	 personality	
that	 sets	 Daniel	 apart	 from	
so	 many	 other	 players	 and	
what	I	think	will	bring	fans	
to	him	Saturday.
	 Just	 ask	 quarterback	
Drew	 Barker,	 who	 should	
be	another	fan	favorite.
	 “Kash	is	awesome.	I	love	
him.	 He	 is	 hilarious	 and	
one	of	the	funniest	people	I	
have	ever	met,”	said	Barker.	
“Coming	 from	 Paintsville,	
he	 is	 great.	We	 hang	 out	 a	
lot.”
	 That	 let	 Barker	 find	 out	

that	 Daniel	 is	 a	 huge	 UFC	
(Ultimate	 Fighting	 Cham-
pionship)	 fan.	The	 quarter-
back	still	remembers	watch-
ing	with	Daniel	when	Nate	
Diaz	beat	Conor	McGregor.
	 “Kash	was	so	mad.	It	was	
hilarious.	 This	 guy	 is	 hard	
core	 fan.	 He	 was	 about	 to	
cry	 over	 someone	 losing,”	
Barker	 said.	 “He	 has	 a	 lot	
of	passion,	which	obvious-
ly	 was	 displayed	 the	 night	
when	 I	 was	 watching	 that	
fight.	He	was	yelling	at	the	
TV	and	everything.	
	 “But	 he	 translates	 that	
to	his	whole	life.	He	is	pas-
sionate	about	everything	he	
does.	Having	someone	like	
that	on	your	team	can	only	
help	 rally	 people	 around	
him.	He	will	be	a	great	lead-
er	and	great	player	for	us.”
	 Daniel’s	 father,	 Scott,	 a	
former	 college	 basketball	
player,	 said	 the	 UK	 fresh-

man	 has	 always	 loved	 that	
type	of	entertainment.	
	 “At	 his	 age,	 it	 is	 just	
something	he	enjoys,”	Scott	
Daniel	 said.	 “I	 think	 when	
he	 was	 little	 the	 pageantry	
of	 professional	 wrestling	
and	 the	hoopla	 and	who	 is	
the	 baddest	 guy	 out	 there	
appealed	 to	him.	He	gravi-
tates	 to	 that	 kind	 of	 stuff.	
He	likes	it	a	lot.	As	long	as	
he	does	not	try	it,	it	is	okay	
with	me.
	 “He	always	loved	watch-
ing	that	kind	of	stuff.	When	
I	 was	 young	 and	 we	 got	
about	 six	 channels	 on	 TV,	
I	watched.	I	tell	Kash	about	
that	 he	 just	 laughs.	 Back	
then	my	brother	and	I	used	
to	 wrestle	 each	 other.	 Re-
member	there’s	not	a	lot	to	
do	 in	 eastern	 Kentucky,	 so	
maybe	it’s	my	fault	he’s	like	
he	is	today.”

Kash Daniel is not only a talented football player, but 
he’s a passionate UFC fan. His father, Scott, admits 
maybe it started from watching pro wrestling as a 
child. (Larry Vaught/Verizon Photo)

by Larry Vaught	
	 By	 now	 most	 of	 you	
probably	 know	 that	 Oscar	
Combs	 is	 stepping	 away	
from	 his	 role	 on	 the	 UK	
Radio	 Network’s	 pregame	
football	 and	 basketball	
shows	 that	 he	 has	 been	 on	
for	about	20	years.
	 He	 was	 the	 founder	 of	
The	Cats’	Pause	and	a	man	
every	 UK	 fan	 knew	 and	
most	admired.	It	just	won’t	
be	the	same	without	him.
	 Just	ask	Tom	Leach,	 the	
radio	play-by-play	voice	of	

the	Wildcats.
	 “One	 of	 the	 best	 things	
the	network	did	was	bring-
ing	 Oscar	 on	 the	 pregame	
shows	 because	 he	 has	 al-
ways	 had	 that	 special	 con-
nection	 with	 the	 Big	 Blue	
Nation,	 to	 appreciate	 and	
understand	 their	 concerns,	
questions,	 passions,	 etc,”	
Leach	 said.	 “I	 remember	
when	 the	 broadcast	 crew	
traveled	 to	 road	 games	 on	
an	RV	and	Oscar	made	sev-
eral	trips	with	us	and	what	a	
treat	 it	was	 to	hear	his	sto-
ries	about	his	career	cover-

ing	UK	sports.
	 “Oscar	 has	 always	 been	
a	 great	 friend	 and	 always	
there	 when	 I	 need	 to	 pick	
his	 brain	 on	 something	
—and	 there’s	 a	 lot	 to	 pick	
from	there	when	it	comes	to	
the	Cats.	
	 “It’s	 sad	 that	he	decided	
to	 leave	 his	 role	 on	 our	
broadcasts	but	he’s	certainly	
more	 than	 earned	 the	 right	
to	 follow	 his	 heart	 on	 this	
decision	and	I’m	excited	to	
hear	about	his	idea	to	focus	
on	writing	a	book	or	two.”
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Combs is stepping away from UK’s pregame shows after 20 years

by Larry Vaught	
	 I’ve	told	you	before	what	
a	big	John	Calipari	fan	that	
former	 UK	 All-American	
Jack	Givens	 is.	But	 I	 think	
it	is	rare	for	a	player	as	good	
as	Givens	was	to	understand	
what	the	arrival	of	Calipari	
meant	to	Kentucky	fans	af-
ter	 two	 years	 of	 Billy	 Gil-
lispie.
	 “He	 took	 the	 game	 and	
gave	 it	 back	 to	 the	 fans.	
Think	back	 right	before	he	
came	here	and	back	to	Billy	
Gillispie.	For	the	Kentucky	
fans,	 the	 Big	 Blue	 Nation	
was	 feeling	 left	 out	 and	
under	 appreciated.	 They	
didn’t	like	the	direction	the	
program	was	going	and	the	
program	 was	 in	 really	 bad	
shape,”	Givens	said.
	 “Calipari	 came	 in	 and	
got	that	being	the	basketball	
coach	 at	 Kentucky,	 coach-
ing	is	a	small	part	of	the	job	
and	it	is	more	important	for	
you	understand	the	program	
is	 bigger	 than	 the	 campus.	
It	 goes	 everywhere.	 Coach	
Calipari	 kind	 of	 got	 that	
right	from	the	beginning.”
	 Givens	used	a	post	game	
radio	show	Calipari	does	in	
Rupp	Arena	as	a	way	to	ex-
plain	that.
	 “After	a	game	we	(fans)	
sit	there	and	have	evaluated	
everything,	and	now	have	a	
drive	to	get	home	and	yet	I	
am	going	to	stay	another	40	
minutes	just	to	hear	Calipari	

talk	 for	 10	 minutes,”	 Giv-
ens	 said.	 “Probably	 8,000	
to	 10,000	 are	 listening	 to	
Cal’s	comments	and	every-
one	thinks	he	is	just	talking	
to	 you	 and	 all	 others	 there	
just	have	the	privilege	to	lis-
ten	it.	He	can	make	you	feel	
without	your	input	this	team	
could	not	win	a	game.
	 “I	 say	 sometimes	 he	
should	 be	 a	 politician,	 but	
he’s	bigger	than	a	politician.	
He	 gave	 the	 game	 back	 to	
the	 fans.	 It	meant	 so	much	
because	 we	 all	 needed	 to	
know	 the	 train	 was	 back	
on	track	and	we	had	a	guy	
that	could	not	only	drive	the	
train	but	he	also	had	us	on	
board.”

*	*	*
	 How	 good	 will	 Ken-
tucky	freshman	point	guard	
De’Aaron	 Fox	 be?	 Well,	
John	Calipari	has	compared	
him	 to	 John	 Wall	 in	 some	
ways	because	of	his	blazing	
speed.	But	he	 can	 also	 run	
an	offense.	He	can	get	to	the	
rim,	hit	mid-range	 jumpers	
or	dish	to	teammates.	
	 He	 is	 a	 better	 3-point	
shooter	than	Wall	was	com-
ing	into	college	but	like	Wall	
is	at	his	best	in	transition.	
	 However,	check	out	what	
ESPN	 recruiting	 analyst	
Paul	Biancardi	recently	said	
about	Fox.
	 “He	is	the	best	perimeter	
defender	 coming	 into	 the	
college	 game	 and	 that	 will	
enhance	 his	 resume.	 With	

the	 departure	 of	Tyler	 Ulis	
to	 the	 NBA,	 John	 Calipari	
will	 lean	 heavily	 on	 Fox,”	
Biancardi	said.
	 That’s	 high,	 high	 praise	
and	combine	him	with	Isa-
iah	 Briscoe	 and	 UK	 could	
have	 two	 lockdown	perim-
eter	defenders.

*	*	*
	 Receivers	 coach	 Lamar	
Thomas	 probably	 has	 had	
more	offseason	fun	than	any	
other	UK	coach.	He	left	Lou-
isville	to	join	Mark	Stoops’	
staff	 and	 consistently	 has	
engaged	in	playful	banter	-
-	or	at	 least	mainly	playful	
--	 with	 Louisville	 fans	 on	
Twitter	the	last	few	months.	
It’s	 that	 type	 of	 swag	 that	
Thomas	shows	that	players	
insist	they	really	like.
	 “I	tell	them	I	really	could	
care	less	about	swag.	I	like	
winning.	 People	 talk	 about	
Miami	 University	 when	 I	
was	 there.	 We	 liked	 win-
ning.	We	worked	hard	to	be	
as	 confident	 as	 we	 were,”	
Thomas	said.	“If	you	work	
hard,	be	as	confident	as	you	
want	to	be.	But	you	have	to	
put	 that	 time	 in.	 It	 doesn’t	
happen	 over	 night.	 If	 guys	
put	the	time	in,	you	can	do	
whatever	you	want	as	 long	
as	 we	 win.	 That’s	 impor-
tant.
	 “We	have	a	lot	of	talent.	I	
was	really	impressed	when	I	
actually	got	to	see	them	and	
their	attributes.	
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Givens Is A Calipari Fan
Oscar Combs, center, has been a fixture on the UK sports scene for 40 years, 
but he announced he no longer will be on the UK Radio Network pregame bas-
ketball and football shows. (Gary Moyers Photo)

Kentucky Premier 2022, Runner-Up, 2016 Division 1 AAU Nationals
Left to right, front: Cassidy Rowe, Nevaeh Carter, Makenzie Vignale, Lilly Kennedy, Mia Hale and Ashton 
Elley. Back: assistant coach Michael Elley, Lacey Bradshaw, head coach Mark Kennedy, Rachel Presley, 
Kaycie Badylak, Alyssa Elswick, Patience Laster, assistant coach Derrick Bradshaw and assistant coach 
Jeremy Walker.                                                                                                              (Photo courtesy of Shaun Hale)

Cruzers Newz
TWIN CITY CRUZERS - schedule of events

	 The	Twin-City	Kruzers	will	be	having	a	
cruise	in	on	Saturday,	August	13th	at	5	
p.m.	at	the	Courthouse.
	 Twin	City	Kruzerz	Cruise-Ins	are	free	
and	open	to	the	public.	The	Club	is	plan-
ning	several	cruises	and	cookouts	for	mem-
bers	this	year.
	 Cruise-Ins	are	held	at	the	Courthouse	on	
the	second	Saturday	of	the	month	from	5	
until	9	p.m.	Meetings	are	held	at	Irvine	City	
Hall from 7-8 p.m. on the first Monday of 
the	month.
	 Anyone	interested	in	joining	needs	to	talk	
to	a	Club	member	or	call	Melvin	Williams	
@	723-5447	or	Tobo	Bryant	@	723-7248	or	
3858.
•	August	13th	-	cruise	in
•	September	6th	-	meeting
•	September	10th	-	cruise	in

by Larry Vaught	
	 Patrick	Towles	will	 start	
his	Boston	College	football	
career	when	his	team	takes	
on	Georgia	Tech	in	Dublin,	
Ireland,	Sept.	3.
	 Towles	left	UK	after	the	
2015	season	ended	after	los-
ing	his	 starting	 job	 the	 last	
two	games	to	Drew	Barker.	
But	 he	 insists	 there	 are	 no	
hard	 feelings	 toward	 UK,	
his	dream	school.

	 “I	 definitely	 keep	 in	
touch	 with	 my	 teammates	
from	 Kentucky.	 Me	 and	
Drew	 (Barker)	 talk	 prob-
ably	 twice	a	month,	on	 the	
Fourth	 of	 July	 weekend	 I	
got	 to	 go	 to	 Chicago	 for	
(Jordan)	Swindle’s	wedding	
and	I	was	able	to	see	(Jon)	
Toth,	 (Zach)	 Myers,	 and	
the	 Blaylocks	 (Daron	 and	
Zack),”	Towles	said.	“I	also	
still	 talk	 to	Charles	Walker	
from	 time	 to	 time	 and	 of	

course	 probably	 my	 best	
friend	 from	 the	 team	 Zach	
West.”
	 He	 also	 said	 99	 percent	
of	UK	fans	were	just	like	he	
expected	 after	 his	 decision	
to	transfer.	
	 “They	are	extremely	kind	
and	 encouraging	 and	 con-
tinually	wish	nothing	but	the	
best	for	me,	and	for	that	I’m	
extremely	grateful,”	Towles	
said.

by Larry Vaught	
	 Looking	for	another	rea-
son	to	like	Kentucky	fresh-
man	 offensive	 lineman	
Landon	 Young.	 Then	 con-
sider	 that	 he	 often	 spends	
Sunday	 mornings	 speaking	
at	 churches	 or	 similar	 type	
functions.
	 “He	has	gone	to	a	couple	
of	different	churches	to	talk	
before.	 They	 kind	 of	 ask	
questions	or	 he	gives	 testi-
mony	 about	 how	 God	 put	

him	 in	 position	 he	 has,”	
said	 Angela	 Young,	 Land-
on’s	 mother.	 “He	 has	 been	
blessed	with	great	 size	and	
abilities	 and	 wants	 to	 use	
them	to	glorify	God.”
	 Landon	 Young	 could	
be	 redshirted	 this	 season	
—	 most	 offensive	 linemen	
are.	Or	he	could	be	so	good	
that	he’ll	play	at	tackle.	He	
doesn’t	know	and	certainly	
his	mother	does	not.	How-
ever,	she’s	ready	for	the	sea-
son	to	be	here.	

	 “I	 am	excited	 for	him.	 I	
miss	 him	 being	 at	 home.	
He	 touches	 base	 with	 us,	
but	not	as	often	as	I	would	
like,”	 she	 said.	 “But	 I	 am	
so	excited	and	can’t	want	to	
see	what	this	season	has	in	
store.	I	think	this	is	the	sea-
son	 we	 turn	 it	 around	 and	
go	 to	 a	bowl	game.	We’ve	
got	the	boys.	We’ve	got	the	
coaches.	We’ve	got	the	right	
team	to	make	this	happen.”
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Another Reason To Like Young
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Towles Starts At BC Sept. 3


