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	 Winter	probably	doesn’t	
seem	 like	 the	 right	 time	
to	 eliminate	 pests	 that	
will	 take	 advantage	 of	
your	 landscape	 plants	
next	 spring.	 But	 we	 need	
to	 remember	 that	 many	
problem	 pests	 will	 spend	
the	winter	on	or	near	 the	
plants	they	want	to	munch	
on	when	the	weather	turns	
warmer.
	 According	 to	 UK	 horti-
culture	specialist	Rick	Dur-
ham,	you	can	get	an	early	

handle	 on	 problem	 pests	
by	using	horticultural	 oils	
specially	 formulated	 for	
pest	 control.	Horticultural	
oils	 suffocate	 overwinter-
ing	pests	like	scale,	aphids	
and	 certain	 mites.	 These	
oils	are	used	as	a	more	nat-
ural	substitute	for	a	tradi-
tional	insecticide.	They	are	
an	effective	chemical	 con-
trol	with	minimal	environ-
mental	impact	and	usually	
have	 little	 effect	 on	 ben-
eficial	insects	and	wildlife.	
Plus,	horticultural	oils	 are	
safe	to	humans,	don’t	have	
an	objectionable	odor	and	
usually	 are	 inexpensive	
compared	 to	 many	 other	
insecticides.
	 By	 using	 horticultural	
oils	 on	 pests	 in	 the	 over-
wintering	 stage,	 you	 can	
avoid	a	potential	outbreak	
later.	 This	 can	 save	 time	
because	 you	 might	 not	
need	 treatments	 in	 the	
early	 spring,	 or	 at	 least	
need	fewer	applications.
	 We	do	offer	some	words	

of	 caution.	 Don’t	 apply	 a	
horticultural	 oil	 during	
temperature	extremes,	es-
pecially	if	the	temperature	
is	 forecast	 to	 drop	 below	
40	degrees	Fahrenheit	the	
day	before	or	after	applica-
tion.	If	you	wait	until	later	
in	the	year	to	use	a	horti-
cultural	oil,	don’t	apply	it	if	
the	temperature	could	rise	
above	90	degrees	Fahren-
heit.	 Trees	 and	plants	 are	
more	 sensitive	 to	 injury	
from	a	horticultural	oil	un-
der	extreme	heat	or	cold.	
	 As	 with	 all	 chemicals,	
read	 and	 follow	 the	 label	
directions.	 Also,	 be	 sure	
the	 product	 is	 labeled	 for	
the	plants	to	which	you’re	
applying	it.	
	 Thorough	 spray	 cover-
age	 is	 key	 to	 an	 effective	
application	because	horti-
cultural	oils	only	work	by	
contacting	 and	 covering	
the	 target	 pests.	 For	 best	
results,	 use	 high-volume	
sprays	 combined	 with	
proper	 pruning	 practices	

to	 allow	 thorough	 plant	
penetration	 of	 the	 spray	
material.
	 Proper	 timing	 is	 criti-
cal	 for	 successfully	 apply-
ing	 these	 oils.	 You	 should	
apply	 them	 before	 leaves	
or	 flowers	 show	 signs	 of	
breaking	 dormancy—be-
fore	bud	break.	It	usually	is	
in	late	March	or	early	April	
but	 might	 vary	 by	 two	
weeks	 or	 more	 depend-
ing	on	weather	conditions.	
Wait	until	 as	 close	 to	bud	
break	 as	 possible	 before	
applying	 horticultural	 oil	
sprays.
	 For	 more	 information	
about	 using	 horticultur-
al	 oils,	 contact	 the	 Estill	
County	Extension	office	at	
723-4557.	
		Educational programs of the Coopera-
tive Extension Service serve all people 
regardless of economic or social status 
and will not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, 
creed, religion, political belief, sex, sex-
ual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expressions, pregnancy, marital status, 
genetic information, age, veteran status, 
or physical or mental disability.
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PAINTED
ROOFING METAL

We offer 16 colors of our #1 grade
metal roofing tin cut to the inch. 

Now with a 40-year warranty, this
ensures a roof that will last for years. 
Higher Gauge -- Same Low Prices!! 
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome

Call 606-593-7080
We now accept Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf Creek Metal
Open five days for your convenience

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
LOCATED
1. 5 miles south of

Booneville, KY on Hwy. 11
in the Lone Oak Industrial Park

1212 Richmond Road, Irvine, KY
Behind Pizza Hut

Call (606) 723-PAWN
A “Full Service Pawn Shop”

Will pawn anything of value:
•Firearms •Autos •Electronics •Jewelry
•Boats •Campers •Recreational vehicles
Hours: Monday-Thursday 10-5:30

Friday 10-6 and Saturday 9-4

Call (606) 723-PAWN

Farming News
from Extension Agent Eric Baker____________________________________________

Thursday, December 7th at 6:00pm____________________________________________
Corn & Soybean Production Update
	 There	will	be	a	corn	and	soybean	production	up-
date	Thursday,	December	7th,	6:00	p.m.	at	the	Madi-
son	County	Extension	office	located	at	230	Duncan-
non	 Lane	 in	 Richmond.	 Estill	 and	Madison	 County	
Extension	agents	 are	 cooperating	 to	offer	 this	pro-
gram.	Grain	producers	 from	Estill	and	surrounding	
counties	are	invited	to	attend.	
	 UK	grain	specialist	Chad	Lee	will	discuss	the	top	
5	best	practices	for	higher	yields	and	a	BASF	repre-
sentative	will	bring	observations	about	Dicamba	re-
sistant	soybeans.	A	sponsored	meal	will	be	provided,	
so	 please	 pre-register	 by	 calling	 606-723-4557	 by	
December	4th.


