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ANSWERS  1 ) Matthew/Luke; 
2) Shepherds; 3) Egypt; 4) 
House; 5) Herod; 6) Zero
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	 Kentucky	soybean	grow-
ers	 produced	 the	 highest	
ever	 documented	 yields	
in	 the	 state	 this	 year	 in	
the	 soybean	 yield	 contest	
hosted	 by	 the	 University	
of	Kentucky	College	of	Ag-
riculture,	 Food	 and	 Envi-
ronment	and	the	Kentucky	
Soybean	Board.
	 Meredith	Farms,	owned	
by	Philip	and	Lea	Meredith	
in	 Henderson,	 produced	
the	 record-breaking	 yield	

of	107.76	bushels	per	acre	
in	the	full-season,	irrigated	
category	 of	 the	 yield	 con-
test.	 This	 is	 the	 first	 time	
a	 yield	 of	 more	 than	 100	
bushels	per	acre	has	been	
documented	 in	 Kentucky,	
and	 it	 smashed	 the	 previ-
ous	 record	of	98.34	bush-
els	per	acre	set	 in	2015,	a	
record	 the	 farm	also	held.	
Meredith	 Farms	 had	 two	
other	 contest	 entries	 top	
the	 100-bushel-per-acre	
threshold	 in	 this	 year’s	
contest.	 They	 will	 be	 the	
first	farm	inducted	into	the	
Kentucky	Soybean	Board’s	
100	Bushel	Club.
	 “2017	 was	 a	 record-
breaking	year	 for	soybean	
production	 in	 Kentucky,”	
said	Davie	Stephens,	chair-
man	of	 the	Kentucky	 Soy-
bean	 Board.	 “In	 addition	
to	 the	 three,	 100-bushel	
entries,	 many	 growers	
across	 the	 state	 (and	 our	
state	as	a	whole)	are	expe-
riencing	record	yields.	The	

Kentucky	Soybean	Board	is	
pleased	to	recognize	all	of	
our	yield	and	quality	 con-
test	 winners	 at	 the	 Ken-
tucky	 Commodity	 Confer-
ence	 in	Bowling	Green	on	
Thursday,	Jan.	18.”
	 Kentucky	 farmers	 also	
broke	 records	 in	 the	 dou-
ble-crop,	 non-irrigated	
portion	of	the	contest	with	
two	 entries	 harvesting	
more	 than	80	bushels	per	
acre.	 Bruce	 and	 Jeremy	
Benson	in	Hopkins	County	
recorded	 a	 yield	 of	 91.84	
bushels	per	acre.	Scott	Kue-
gel,	of	Daviess	County,	had	
a	 yield	 of	 80	 bushels	 per	
acre	and	placed	second	 in	
the	category.	The	Kentucky	
Soybean	Board	will	induct	
the	men	into	the	80	Bushel	
Club	 for	 double-crop	 soy-
beans.
	 “We	 thought	 these	 re-
cord	 yields	 might	 be	 out	
there	 in	 pockets,	 but	 we	
didn’t	 expect	 them	 to	 be	
so	high,”	said	Carrie	Knott,	

yield	contest	organizer	and	
UK	 extension	 grain	 crops	
specialist.	 “These	 record	
yields	were	 helped	 by	 ex-
cellent	growing	conditions	
that	 included	 timely	 rains	
throughout	 the	 growing	
season	 as	well	 as	 produc-
ers’	management	skills.”
	 To	 enter	 the	 contest,	
producers	must	 harvest	 a	
minimum	 of	 three	 acres	
out	of	a	field	that	is	at	least	
10	acres.	The	county’s	UK	
Cooperative	 Extension	
Service	 agent	 for	 agricul-
ture	and	natural	resources	
must	 be	 present	 to	 verify	
the	 yield.	 The	 extension	
agent	then	sends	each	en-
try	to	Knott	to	verify	yield	
calculations.
	 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.
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Record Soybean Yield in West Kentucky

Apple Rootstock Orders
 The	Estill	County	Cooperative	Extension	Service	will	
be	ordering	apple	and	pear	rootstocks	 in	 January.	 	 If	
you	want	to	propagate	a	favorite	apple	or	pear,	grafting	
is	one	of	the	easiest	ways	to	preserve	that	cultivar.		To	
graft,	you	will	need	scion	wood	(terminal	branch	seg-
ments	from	last	year’s	growth	collected	at	the	end	of	
February)	and	rootstock.	 	If	you	do	not	know	how	to	
graft,	come	by	the	office	for	assistance.
	 We	typically	order	Malling7	(55%	of	standard	size)	
and/or	MM.111	(80%	of	standard)	semi-dwarf	apple	
rootstock	and	a	pear	rootstock.	 	Please	pre-pay	your	
order	by	January	19th.	The	rootstocks	usually	arrive	in	
late	February.	For	more	information,	contact	the	Estill	
County	Extension	office	at	723-4557.	
	 A	reminder	that	the	Extension	office	will	be	closed	
December	25th	through	January	1st	 for	the	holidays.	
We	will	reopen	January	2nd.	We	wish	everyone	a	Mer-
ry	Christmas	and	Happy	New	Year! Stickeler’s Answer on Page 11
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