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	 Have	you	seen	some	odd	
dark	rings	and	mushrooms	
in	 your	 lawn?	 Fairy	 rings,	
circles	or	arcs	of	dark	green	
grass,	are	evident	 in	some	
lawns,	 especially	 if	 under-

fertilized.	 Sometimes	 the	
arcs	 and	 rings	 may	 have	
dead	 or	 drought-stressed	
grass,	as	well.	
	 According	 to	 UK	 Plant	
Pathologist	 Paul	 Vincelli,	
fairy	 rings	 are	 caused	 by	
certain	 mushroom-pro-
ducing	 fungi.	 These	 fungi	
inhabit	 the	 soil	 and	 feed	
on	 decaying	 organic	 mat-
ter	 in	 the	 soil	 and,	 in	 that	
sense,	 they	 serve	 an	 im-
portant	ecological	role.	The	
fungi	 are	 living	 on	 decay-
ing	 organic	 matter	 such	
as	 stumps,	 logs,	 or	 scrap	
lumber	from	building	con-
struction	buried	in	the	soil.	
The	fungus	grows	out	radi-
ally.	Nitrogen	from	the	my-
celium	of	the	fungus	is	re-

leased,	stimulating	growth	
and	 causing	 a	 dark	 green	
ring.	 During	 dry	 periods	
this	 stimulated	 succulent	
growth	may	die	 from	 lack	
of	 moisture.	 Usually,	 ac-
ceptable	 management	 of	
the	 symptoms	 associated	
with	 fairy	 rings	 in	 lawns	
and	landscapes	is	possible	
without	fungicides.	During	
dry	periods	keep	the	 fairy	
ring	 well-watered	 to	 pre-
vent	loss	of	turf	from	mois-
ture	 stress.	 (See	 fairy	 ring	
photo	below	by	Eric	Baker)
	 A	 fertility	 program	 can	
help	to	mask	the	symptoms	
of	fairy	ring.	Soil	testing	is	
the	best	way	to	determine	
exactly	what	the	soil	needs	
so	 contact	 the	 Extension	

office	for	details.	A	normal,	
moderate	fertility	program	
for	 a	 cool-season	 grass	
would	be	to	apply	1	to	1.5	
pounds	 of	 actual	 nitrogen	
per	1000	square	feet	in	Oc-
tober	and	again	in	Decem-
ber.	If	rings	or	arcs	of	dead	
grass	 are	 apparent,	 appli-
cation	 of	 a	 soil	 surfactant	
followed	by	regular	irriga-
tion	often	helps	to	alleviate	
symptoms.	 Also,	 reducing	
thatch	 accumulation	 can	
help	somewhat.		
 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.

_____________________________________________
Attention Beekeepers

 If you are interested in forming a beekeeper associa-
tion for Estill County, please attend a beekeepers organi-
zational meeting on Tuesday, August 29th, 7:00 p.m. at 
the Estill County Extension office, 76 Golden Court (off 
Stacy Lane). We encourage all beekeepers and those inter-
ested in beekeeping to attend. For more information, call 
723-4557.
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We offer 16 colors of our #1 grade
metal roofing tin cut to the inch. 

Now with a 40-year warranty, this
ensures a roof that will last for years. 
Higher Gauge -- Same Low Prices!! 
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome

Call 606-593-7080
We now accept Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf Creek Metal
Open five days for your convenience

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
LOCATED
1. 5 miles south of

Booneville, KY on Hwy. 11
in the Lone Oak Industrial Park

A ‘fairy ring’
Courtesy of Eric Baker


