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	 Early August is the time 
to consider stockpiling 
cool-season grass pastures.  
You can take advantage of 
good growing conditions 
to obtain high-quality pas-
ture for late fall and early 
winter grazing. Stockpiling 
helps broaden the pasture 
season for the cow herd, re-
duces feed and labor costs 
by lowering the amount of 
hay needed, and provides 
an ideal location for the 

beef cow herd to winter 
and calve. 
	 It’s really easy to be-
gin to stockpile.  Select a 
paddock you have grazed 
or mowed to 3-4 inches 
in height (new growth is 
necessary for best yields). 
Remove the cattle from 
the selected paddock, ap-
ply nitrogen fertilizer, and 
allow grass to accumulate 
growth until November or 
December.  Then, put cattle 
on the pasture one section 
at a time until they’ve fin-
ished grazing the whole 
field. Remember to take 
soil samples for analyses to 
determine pasture require-
ments for phosphorus, po-
tassium and lime.  You’ll 
need this information to 
renovate with clover in the 
spring.
	 There are a number of 
forages you can feed dur-
ing the stockpiling period 
from now until early No-
vember.  These include sor-

ghum-sudan hybrids, su-
dangrass, bermudagrass, 
grass-lespedeza and grass-
legumes. Tall fescue and 
Kentucky bluegrass are the 
best grasses to stockpile in 
Kentucky.
	 Nitrogen and moisture 
are critical to successfully 
stockpiling grasses. Top-
dress at the rate of 40 to 60 
pounds of actual nitrogen 
per acre for Kentucky blue-
grass.  Use 40 to 80 pounds 
of actual nitrogen per acre 
on tall fescue.  
	 Yields can be very good 
when water is available 
during the stockpiling peri-
od.  Tall fescue can produce 
two tons of dry matter up 
to late November.  With 
adequate water produc-
ers can achieve 25 pounds 
of dry matter for each 
pound of nitrogen used.  
After frost, let cattle graze 
grass-legume fields quickly 
before plants deteriorate. 
Then, put animals on the 

stockpiled grass fields. For 
the most efficient use of 
stockpiled fields, establish 
a strip grazing system by 
using a temporary electric 
fence to section off areas of 
the field.
	 According to UK Agri-
culture Economists, there 
can be good opportunities 
for profitable applications 
of nitrogen in a year with 
adequate rainfall.  View 
UK Agriculture Econom-
ics stockpiling profitabil-
ity publication online at: 
www.uky.edu/ag/agecon/
pubs/ProfitStockpilePas-
tures.pdf 
	 For more information, 
contact the Estill County 
Extension Service at 606-
723-4557. 
	 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.

Stockpiling Cool-Season Grasses

Stickeler’s Answer on Page 11

Stickeler’s Puzzle

Farming News
______________________________________________
Thursday, August 10th at 6:00pm______________________________________________
Cattle Producer’s Meeting
	 The Estill County Cattlemen’s Association and 
Cooperative Extension are sponsoring a cattle 
producers meeting on Thursday, August 10th, 
6:00 p.m. at the Extension office, 76 Golden Court 
(off Stacy Lane). The focus for the meeting is cattle 
market outlook. Our guest speaker is UK Livestock 
Economist Kenny Burdine. A meal will be provided 
so make sure to pre-register by August 7th by call-
ing 723-4557. The Estill County Cattlemen’s As-
sociation will have a business meeting afterward. 
Everyone is welcome!

PAINTED
ROOFING METAL

We offer 16 colors of our #1 grade
metal roofing tin cut to the inch. 

Now with a 40-year warranty, this
ensures a roof that will last for years. 
Higher Gauge -- Same Low Prices!! 
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome

Call 606-593-7080
We now accept Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf Creek Metal
Open five days for your convenience

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
LOCATED
1. 5 miles south of

Booneville, KY on Hwy. 11
in the Lone Oak Industrial Park


