
Eric Baker
Estill County Extension
Agent for Agriculture 
& Natural Resources

	 Pink, white, lavender, 
maroon, and bronze are 
all different colors of fall 
mums. These flowers actu-
ally are called chrysanthe-
mums, but most just call 
them garden mums. They 
are traditional during au-
tumn months since they 
naturally flower at this 
time of the year. The type 
of flowering chrysanthe-
mums sold in the fall are 
often called hardy mums, 
but all types are not reli-
ably hardy in Kentucky.
	 While most cultivars 
perform satisfactorily but 
certain types may per-
form better under some 
production conditions 
than others. Additionally, 

some cultivars are more 
desirable than others for 
early sales. Garden mum 
cultivars vary in plant 
size (from dwarf to very 
large), flower form (such 
as daisy-like, pompon, spi-
der, spoon, and button), 
and flower color (various 
shades of yellow, pink, 
lavender, bronze, red, or-
ange, salmon, and coral, 
as well as white). 
	 Annually, Kentucky 
growers usually produce 
just over a million garden 
mums in pots or planted 
in rows in a farm field. The 
plants have been watered 
and fertilized all summer 
to produce large plants 
available for fall decora-
tion.
	 Plants are covered with 
flowers that will last four 
to six weeks. Mums need 
at least six hours of full 
sunlight each day. Dur-
ing the warm and dry fall 
weather, they should be 
regularly watered. They 
like cool, night tempera-
tures and their colors are 
brightest and last longest 
under cool conditions.
Insect pests, such as 

aphids, leafhoppers, 
grasshoppers and cater-
pillars, as well as spider 
mites, are relatively com-
mon on garden mums. 
Gray mold and bacterial 
leaf spot are the primary 
disease problems.
	 Actually, production of 
garden mums for fall sales 
began months ago. Grow-
ers received cuttings of 
patented varieties in late 
May, June, or early July. 
As days shorten, chrysan-
themums begin to flower. 
This means the plant has 
an internal control to tell 
it when autumn is on the 
way. The plants react to 
the decreased day length 
in late July and sets flower 
buds that will open in Sep-
tember before the killing 
frosts of October. Growers 
observed this phenom-
enon more than 75 years 
ago and now chrysan-
themum growers can get 
mums to flower anytime 
of the year in greenhouses.
	 If you are planning 
to try to overwinter a 
mum, there is one very 
important distinction to 
be made as to the type of 

plant you have. The deco-
rator mums widely avail-
able in September and 
October are usually win-
ter hardy varieties. With 
a bit of protection, these 
hardy mums can persist 
in your garden. But if your 
mum comes from a florist, 
the plant is most likely a 
greenhouse cultivar, bred 
especially for looks rather 
than hardiness. These 
mums are difficult to grow 
outside a greenhouse and 
are best treated as annu-
als if planted outside.
	 For more information, 
contact the Estill County 
Extension office at 723-
4557. If you are interested 
in growing mums, call us 
or go online to view UK 
Cooperative Extension 
publication CCD-CP-71 
at http://www.uky.edu/
hort/sites/www.uky.edu.
hort/files/documents/
gardenmums.pdf
	 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.
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ANSWER: 1) New; 2) Lily; 
3) Pure; 4) Michael; 5) The 
Lord; 6) Eagle
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Monday, October 22nd @ 6:30pm____________________________________________
Beekeeper Meeting	

	 Estill County Cooperative Extension will host a 
beekeeping meeting Monday, October 22nd, 6:30 
p.m. at the Extension office, 76 Golden Court, in Ir-
vine. Guest speaker will be Laura Rogers, Kentucky 
State University small farms agent, and she will dis-
cuss preparing your hives for winter. Call 723-4557 
to pre-register or for more information._____________________________________________
Thursday, November 1st @ 12:30pm____________________________________________

Smart Driver Course Offered	
	 There will be an AARP Smart Driver Course on 
Thursday, November 1st, 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
the Estill County Extension office, 76 Golden Court 
(off Stacey Lane) in Irvine.
	 This driver safety course is designed especially 
for drivers age 50 and older.  Some insurance com-
panies offer a discount for clients who attend this 
type training. To see if this course qualifies you for a 
discount, contact your insurance agent. 
	 The cost is $15 for AARP members and $20 for 
non-members. Please call 723-4557 to pre-register 
by October 28th.

Farming News
	 Estill County Cooperative Extension is con-
ducting a community needs assessment survey. 
We need your feedback to help us provide need-
ed programming in our mission of “extending 
knowledge and changing lives”. If you complete 
our survey, you have a chance to win one of two 
$50 gas gift cards. See our “Make Your Mark” ad-
vertisement below in this newspaper issue.


