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	 Keeping	watering	sys-
tems	from	freezing	dur-
ing	 the	 winter	 months	
has	been	a	challenge	for	
as	 long	as	domesticated	
cattle	have	been	raised	in	
cold	climates.	
	 Mature	beef	cattle	can	
consume	as	much	as	30+	
gallons	of	water	in	a	day.	
The amount will fluctuate 
depending	on	the	weath-
er,	how	much	the	cow	is	
eating,	distance	to	water,	
or	if	the	cow	is	lactating.	
Hydration	keeps	their	di-
gestive	tract	functioning.
	 Check	 waterers	 daily	
for	any	freezing	that	may	
occur.	Be	aware	of	 loca-
tion	(if	system	is	not	in	a	
building).	Watering	sys-
tems	that	aren’t	exposed	
to	any	sunlight	will	stay	
frozen	much	longer	than	
those	 in	 a	 sunny	 area.	
Also	pay	attention	to	el-
evation	as	a	lower	eleva-
tion	will	stay	at	a	 lower	
temperature	in	the	early	
part	of	the	day.

	 Check	 your	 watering	
system	 for	 contamina-
tion	 on	 a	 regular	 basis.	
Food	particles	often	con-
taminate	water	as	well	as	
fecal	material/urine.
	 Utilize	 insulation:	 in-
door	watering	sheds,	in-
sulated	buckets/troughs,	
and	 insulated	 water	
tanks.	Take	advantage	of	
buildings	and	terrain	that	
are	 already	 available	 to	
you.
	 Avoid	ball	waterers	 if	
you	have	recently	weaned	
calves	in	your	herd.	A	calf	
is	 unable	 to	 push	 down	
the	ball	 if	 it	 freezes	and	
will	not	be	able	to	access	
the	water.
	 Keep	water	pipes	from	
freezing.	 Make	 sure	 any	
exposed	pipe	 that	 is	ca-
pable	of	freezing	is	insu-
lated.	Burying	water	lines	
is	the	most	common	way	
farmers	utilize	insulation,	
although	some	use	hay	or	
fabric	and	surround	the	
pipe	 with	 these	 materi-
als.	 Geothermal	 heating	
of	 troughs	can	be	an	al-
ternative	to	conventional	
insulation,	 though	 this	
can	take	time	to	set	up.
	 If	any	heating	elements	
are	 being	 used,	 check	
to	 see	 if	 they	 are	 keep-
ing	water	at	the	desired	
temperature.	 While	 do-
ing	this	make	sure	there	
is	 no	 electrical	 current	
in	the	water	from	a	mal-
functioning	heating	unit.	
Safety first!

Pine needle drop
is common

	 Many	 are	 seeing	 nor-
mal	fall	pine	needle	drop.	
Some	may	be	confusing	it	
with	some	disease	or	in-
sect	attack.		The	most	no-
ticeable	is	the	white	pine,	
a pine easily identified 
by	 close	 examination	 of	
a	branch	and	seeing	the	
five needles in a bundle.  
	 Normal	needle	fall	of	a	
white	pine,	as	well	as	most	
other	pines,	will	have	the	
inner	most	needles	of	the	
limbs,	closest	to	the	main	
stem	of	the	tree,	turning	
brown.	 	 Normally	 the	
needles	 will	 change	 to	
a brownish-yellow first, 
and	then	abruptly	brown.		
Early	 in	 the	 winter	 the	
needles	 will	 fall	 to	 the	
ground,	again	leaving	the	

tree	uniformly	green	for	
the	 spring.	 This	 occur-
rence	helps	the	tree	pre-
pare	for	winter.
	 Cause	 for	 alarm	 for	
any	pine,	as	well	as	hard-
woods,	 would	 be	 see-
ing	 foliage	turning	from	
green	 to	 brown	 on	 the	
exterior	of	any	limb	while	
still	green	on	the	interior.		
If	 this	 condition	 should	
develop,	 the	 tree	 could	
have	other	serious	prob-
lems.		
	 Contact	me	at	the	Ex-
tension Office at 723-
4557 for more informa-
tion.	
	 Educational	 programs	 of	 the	 Co-
operative	 Extension	 Service	 serve	 all	
people	regardless	of	economic	or	social	
status	and	will	not	discriminate	on	the	
basis	of	race,	color,	ethnic	origin,	nation-
al	origin,	creed,	religion,	political	belief,	
sex,	sexual	orientation,	gender	identity,	
gender	expressions,	pregnancy,	marital	
status,	genetic	information,	age,	veteran	
status,	or	physical	or	mental	disability.
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Bible	Trivia	Answers
Now available by Wilson Casey! 2017 Bible 

Trivia box calendar loaded with daily teasers.

ANSWER: 1) Neither; 2) 
Absalom; 3) Assyrian; 4) 
Green; 5) Jericho; 6) Josiah
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Watch cattle watering systems this winter

Stickeler’s Answer on Page 11

Stickeler’s Puzzle

PAINTED
ROOFING METAL

We offer 16 colors of our #1 grade
metal roofing tin cut to the inch. 

Now with a 40-year warranty, this
ensures a roof that will last for years. 
Higher Gauge -- Same Low Prices!! 
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome

Call 606-593-7080
We now accept Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf Creek Metal
Open five days for your convenience

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
LOCATED
1. 5 miles south of

Booneville, KY on Hwy. 11
in the Lone Oak Industrial Park

Sammie’s
722 Main St. , Ravenna ● 723-6562

Open Mon. -Fri. , 9-6, and Sat. , 9-5
	 ●	Dutch	Craft	Amish-Made	Bedding
	 ●	New	Bedroom	Suites
	 ●	New	Living	Room	Suites
	 ●	New	Recliners	&	Lift	Chairs
	 ●	We	do	Special	Orders
	 ●	Tables	&	Chairs
Free Delivery & Set Up
12 Months Same As Cash*
*With Approved Credit

Furniture & Appliances

Now

Acceptin
g

Fall Rabies Clinic 
Where: Animal Clinic of Estill County
  1995 Richmond Road, Irvine
When: Saturday, November 17th
Time: 9:00 am – 3:30 pm
Sponsored by: Estill County Health 
Department & Linda Grimes, DVM.


