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	 Kentucky	 Radio	 Net-
work	 basketball	 analyst	
Mike	Pratt	doesn’t	 think	
Quade	 Green’s	 transfer	
last	 week	 is	 something	
that	will	wreck	the	season	
for	coach	John	Calipari’s	
team.	However,	he	thinks	
not	 having	 the	 sopho-
more	point	guard	might	
take	more	time	for	UK	to	
adjust	 to	 than	some	un-
derstand.
	 “You	just	don’t	change	
roles,	 rotations	 immedi-
ately,”	Pratt	said.	 “In	 the	
long	 run,	 the	 team	 can	
overcome this and be fine. 
In	 the	 short	 run,	 it	 may	
cause	some	issues.”
	 Sporting	News	colum-
nist	Mike	DeCourcy	isn’t	
ready	 to	 concede	 that	
Green	 could	 not	 have	
helped	the	Cats	this	year	
if	 he	 had	 duplicated	 the	
way	he	played	last	year.	
	 “But	 I	 have	 not	 seen	
the same level of confi-
dence	 or	 play	 from	 him	
this	year,”	DeCourcy	said.	
“Making	11	3-point	shots	
—	or	just	over	one	a	game	
—	is	not	going	to	change	a	
team.	I	don’t	see	him	play-
ing	at	an	elite	level.	He	was	
struggling	with	his	com-
fort	zone.	He	averaged	2.5	
turnovers	per	game	and	
was	just	playing	about	17		
minutes	 a	 game.	 That’s	
not	doing	it.	He’s	not	elec-
tric	enough	to	make	those	
mistakes	and	play.
	 “I	just	think	he	did	not	
give	it	enough	time	to	get	
better	at	Kentucky.	 I	be-
lieve	it	would	have	been	a	
lot better for him to fight 
through	 his	 frustration,	
help	his	team	win.	Then	
if	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 year	
he	 saw	 more	 guys	 com-
ing	over	 the	horizon,	go	
(transfer)	then.”
	 Kentucky	certainly	sur-
vived its first game with-
out	Green	and	his	outside	
shooting	 last	 week	 be-
cause	 freshman	 Keldon	
Johnson,	who	was	just	8-
for-25	from	3-point	range	
in the first nine games, 
went	 5-for-6	 on	 3-point	
shots — all in the first 
half	of	an	88-61	win	over	
Utah.	 Tyler	 Herro	 also	
hit	two	3-pointers	as	did	
Jemarl	Baker	in	just	two	
minutes.	
	 Herro,	perceived	to	be	
UK’s	best	shooter,	has	just	
14	3-pointers	on	50	tries.	
That’s	only	a	28	percent	
mark.	DeCourcy	says	Her-
ro	has	 to	“start”	making	
shots	or	Kentucky	is	“not	
winning	big	games”	 this	
season.
	 “He	is	a	guy	that	should	
make	shots.	I	don’t	know	
if his confidence is dented 
or	broken.	If	it	is,	then	it	
becomes	a	struggle	make	
shots,”	 DeCourcy	 said.	
“But	if	he	can	start	making	
shots,	then	Keldon	(John-
son)	can	make	more.”
	 That’s	 because	 teams	
are	going	to	do	what	Utah	
did	unless	 Johnson	goes	
off	 for	 long	 range	 again.	
The	 Utes	 gambled	 that	
Johnson	 was	 more	 dan-
gerous	driving	or	getting	
to	the	foul	line	than	shoot-
ing	 3-pointers.	 It	 back-

fired on them.
	 “We	 were	 willing	 to	
live	 with	 some	 of	 those	
3’s.	When	you	play	a	team	
like	Kentucky	I	think	with	
enough	 different	 weap-
ons,	certainly	those	guys	
have	it	in	them	do	to	some	
different things. We were 
trying	 to	 play	 the	 num-
bers	 and	 it	 didn’t	 work	
out	 in	 our	 favor,”	 Utah	
coach	Larry	Krystkowiak	
said.
	 Well	 before	 Green’s	
departure,	Kentucky	was	
searching	for	a	go-to	play-
er.	 Johnson	continues	 to	
look	like	it	could	be	him,	
something	he	would	not	
mind.
 “Definitely, I’m com-
fortable with the offense 
going	through	me.	I	know	
every	 night	 may	 not	 be	
my	night.	However,	I	think	
that	I	can	make	the	right	
play	 and	 get	 my	 team-
mates	involved,”	Johnson	
said	after	the	Utah	win.
	 Kentucky	 was	 a	 con-
sensus top five team go-
ing	into	the	season.	Now	
at	 8-2	 going	 into	 Satur-
day’s	 game	 with	 North	
Carolina,	which	beat	Gon-
zaga	 103-90	 last	 week,	
and	only	in	the	top	20.	De-
Courcy	believes	the	Cats	
have	under	performed	to	
this	point	but	says	think-
ing	the	problems	cannot	
be fixed is foolish.
	 “They	have	not	played	
well	and	at	the	level	they	
are	capable	of	playing	and	
everybody	in	the	program	
knows	they	are	capable	of	
achieving	a	 level	of	play	
they	 have	 not	 reached	
yet,”	DeCourcy	said.	“It’s	
still	a	long	season.	
	 “They	 are	 not	 good	
right	now	but	if	you	think	
they	are	not	capable	of	a	
lot	 more,	 you	 have	 not	
been	 watching	 the	 good	
moments	 this	 team	 has	
had	and	there	have	been	
some	 very	 good	 mo-
ments	and	I	think	will	be	
a	lot	more	very	good	mo-
ments	for	this	team	in	the	
months	ahead.”

*	*	*
	 With	last	week’s	trans-
fer	 by	 sophomore	 point	
guard	 Quade	 Green,	 it	
made	me	think	back	to	the	
1977-78	national	cham-
pionship	 season	 when	
senior	James	Lee	almost	
quit	the	team.
	 “Coach	 (Joe)	 Hall,	 40	
years	 ago	 was	 probably	
the	 toughest,	 meanest	
coach	 ever.	 I	 look	 back	
now	and	he	has	developed	
a	bunch	of	great	men,”	Lee	
said.	“We	took	the	lessons	
and	developed	into	some	
pretty	nice	guys.	We	have	
all	been	pretty	successful	
and	 grown	 to	 be	 pretty	
good	guys.	Coach	Hall	and	
staff did great job dealing 
with	us.	We	needed	to	be	
yelled	at	a	few	times.”
	 Hall	 was	 known	 for	
tough	 —	 maybe	 even	
brutal	—	practices.	Dur-
ing	one	of	those	practices,	
Lee	admitted	he	just	“de-
cided to walk off the court 
and	leave”	and	go	visit	his	
parents, who lived in Lex-
ington.
	 “I	 got	 home	 and	 my	
father,	who	was	a	Baptist	
minister,	was	never	there.	
But	he	pulled	his	car	into	
the	end	of	 the	driveway.	
I	had	to	park	across	 the	
street,	walk	over	and	he	
was	on	the	porch	waiting	
for	me,”	Lee	said.	“He	said,	
‘Where	are	you	going?’	I	
told	him	I	was	going	in	the	
house	and	he	said	I	was	
not	and	asked	why	I	was	
not	at	practice.
	 “I	told	him	I	had	a	little	
altercation	 (with	 Hall).	

DeCourcy Knows UK ‘Not Good Now’ But Believes Good Times Could Still Be Coming

I’ll	 never	 forget	 that	 he	
told	 me,	 ‘I	 understand	
you	 signed	 a	 four-year	
scholarship	and	you	are	
not finished with your 
commitment	 and	 until	
that	happens	you	are	not	
allowed	in	his	house.	So	
I	just	tucked	my	head	be-
tween	my	tail,	got	back	in	
the	 car,	 drove	 back,	 got	
dressed,	came	back	 into	
practice	and	apologized.”
	 Lee	still	isn’t	sure	who	
apparently	called	his	 fa-
ther	 to	 tell	 him	 he	 left	
practice.	
	 “I	 just	 wanted	 to	 see	
my	mother	and	knew	she	
would	give	me	some	en-
couragement	but	I	got	dif-
ferent	version	from	my	fa-
ther,”	Lee	said.	“After	that	
me	and	my	father	never	
discussed	it.	I	never	asked	
him	 who	 called	 him.	 I	
know	 somebody	 did.	 I	
just	don’t	know	who	and	
guess	I	never	will.”

*	*	*
	 Penn	State	quarterback	
Trace	McSorley	really	had	
no	reason	to	know	much	
about	 Kentucky	 when	
the	teams	were	matched	
to	play	in	the	Citrus	Bowl	
Jan.	1.	However,	McSorley	
had	already	heard	plenty	
about	Kentucky	running	
back	 Benny	 Snell	 when	
the	 bowl	 pairings	 were	
set.
	 “Obviously	Benny	Snell	
is	a	great	player,”	the	Penn	
State	 quarterback	 said.	
“He’s	 been	 dynamic	 all	
year.”
	 He	also	knew	that	Ken-
tucky	going	9-3	was	not	
the	 normal	 year	 for	 UK	
football.
	 “They	 made	 a	 lot	 of	
noise	 this	 year.	 It’s	 not	
something	 that	 people	
expected out of them but 
they’ve	got	a	ton	of	great	
playmakers,	especially	on	
the	defensive	side	of	the	
ball	that	can	get	after	the	
passer	and	make	plays	in	
the	 run	 game	 and	 make	
life difficult for an offense,” 
McSorley	said	showing	he	
also	knows	plenty	about	
national	defensive	player	
of	the	year	Josh	Allen.
 “It’s definitely going to 
be	a	big	challenge	for	us	
coming	in.	Playing	in	the	
SEC,	they’ve	got	that	SEC	
prestige	to	them	that	they	
play	against	top	competi-
tion	 every	 week,	 so	 it’s	
definitely going to be a 
tough	challenge	for	us.”
	 Kentucky’s	 defense	
probably	has	learned	a	lot	
about	McSorley,	too,	since	

the	matchup	was	set.	He’s	
thrown	 for	 2,284	 yards	
and	16	touchdowns	this	
year with just six intercep-
tion	but	has	also	rushed	
for	11	touchdowns.	Twice	
he	had	100-yard	rushing	
games.	
	 During	 his	 career	 he	
has	 passed	 for	 9,653	
yards	and	75	scores.	He	
has	11,276	yards	of	total	
offense. All are Penn State 
records.

*	*	*
	 Penn	State	coach	James	
Franklin,	the	former	head	
coach	at	Vanderbilt,	cer-
tainly	has	been	impressed	
by	 UK	 consensus	 All-
American	linebacker	Josh	
Allen.	 Franklin	 even	 has	
joked	that	he	sent	Allen	a	
direct	message	on	Twitter	
that	he	“may	want	to	save	
yourself	 for	 the	 (NFL)	
draft”	rather	than	play	in	
the	Citrus	Bowl.
	 “I	 think	 the	 biggest	
thing	 is	 his	 length	 and	
his	 athleticism	 and	 how	
twitchy	 he	 is.	 Obviously	
when	 you’re	 considered	
the	best	defensive	player	
in	college	football,	the	way	
he’s	been	able	to	impact	
the	game	in	so	many	dif-
ferent	ways,	that’s	prob-
ably	 what’s	 been	 so	 im-
pressive.	How	twitchy	he	
is,	how	productive	he	is,	
his	length,”	Franklin	said.	
	 The	 Penn	 State	 coach	
said	Allen,	who	is	project-
ed	to	be	a	top	10	pick	in	
the 2019 NFL draft, “fits 
the	 model”	 for	 the	 NFL.	
We	have	a	 lot	of	discus-
sions	 in	 recruiting	 and	
with	 some	 of	 our	 own	
players	that	say,	‘am	I	a	3-
4	outside	linebacker	at	the	
next level?’ because some 
guys	may	be	undersized.	
This	guy	 is	260	pounds.	
I	 think,	 like	 anything,	
you’re	always	looking	for	
the	biggest,	the	strongest,	
the	most	athletic	guys	that	
you	can	use	in	a	variety	of	
different ways. I think he’s 
a really good example of 
that.”
	 So	what	issues	will	he	
cause	for	Penn	State’s	of-
fense	and	how	can	Penn	
State	 limit	 his	 effective-
ness,	 something	 few	
teams	have	been	able	to	
do	this	season?
	 Obviously	 the	 chess	
match,	 like	 always,	 is	
they’re	trying	defensively	
to	put	him	in	situations	to	
make	plays,	and	we’re	try-
ing	to	do	the	same	thing	
formationally.	How	can	we	
do	things	formationally	to	

limit	his	impact?”	Frank-
lin	said.		“Same	thing	from	
a	scheme	standpoint.	Ob-
viously,	 we	 better	 have	
an	 awareness	 of	 where	
he	is	on	every	single	play.	
That’s	 the	 chess	 match	
constantly.	What	can	we	
do	 with	 some	 motions,	
things	 like	 that,	 to	 limit	
his	impact?”

*	*	*
	 Kentucky	 senior	 Maci	
Morris	 knows	 her	 days	
on	 campus	 will	 be	 over	
soon.	“It	has	not	really	hit	
me	that	this	will	end	soon	
and	then	people	are	talk-
ing	about	my	last	this	and	
that.	So	it	is	kind	of	shock-
ing	at	times,”	Morris	said.
	 It	might	even	be	more	
shocking	when	she	has	to	
enter	the	work	force	just	
like	it	was	for	most	of	us.
	 “Starting	a	new	chapter	
in	life	will	be	interesting.	
At	some	point	I	do	want	
to	start	a	 family.	 I’m	go-
ing to put that off as long 
as	I	can,”	she	said.		“I	am	
22	years	old	now.	I	have	
time.”
	 What	will	she	do	when	
basketball	does	end?
	 “I	want	 to	be	a	physi-
cian’s	 assistant.	 I	 got	 to	
shadow	some	doctors	at	
UK	(last	summer)	and	re-
ally	enjoyed	that.	 I	don’t	
know	where	I	will	go.	Stay	
in	Kentucky,	move	some-
where.	 Wherever	 God	
leads	is	where	I	will	go,”	
she	said.
	 Morris	predicted	going	
into	 the	 season	 that	 UK	
would	be	better	because	
the	returning	players	had	
all	 matured	 and	 “grown	
a	lot	from	what	we	went	
through	last	season.”	She	
also	felt	freshmen	Rhyne	
Howard	and	Blair	Green	
would	be	valuable	addi-
tions	immediately	—	and	
both	have	been.	
	 But	 what	 did	 Mor-
ris	learn	from	last	year’s	
non-NCAA	 season	 that	
has	meant	the	most	to	her	
personally?
	 “No	 matter	 what	 you	
do,	 you	 are	 going	 to	 get	
through	it,”	she	said.	“Just	
surround	 yourself	 with	
the	the	right	people	and	
always	stay	true	to	what	
you	are.”

*	*	*
	 Moving	 the	 starting	
time	for	the	UK	women’s	
basketball	 game	 against	
Sacred	 Heart	 to	 11:30	
a.m.	Dec.	29	at	Memorial	
Coliseum	was	a	nice	move	
by	coach	Matthew	Mitch-
ell	because	fans	who	at-

tend	 the	 women’s	 game	
can	stay	and	watch	the	UK	
men	play	at	Louisville	on	
Memorial	Coliseum’s	new	
LED	video	board.
	 The	coach	and	his	wife,		
Jenna,	 are	 also	 going	 to	
provide	free	pizza	to	fans	
who	attend	the	women’s	
game	 and	 stay	 to	 watch	
the	men	play.
	 Not	 bad	 at	 all	 consid-
ering	 a	 single-game	 re-
served	seat	ticket	for	any	
age	cost	only	$10.	General	
admission	 is	 only	 $8	 or	
$5	for	children	ages	6-18	
or	senior	citizens	65	and	
over.	 Kentucky	 students	
get	 in	 free	with	 their	 ID	
—	 and	 can	 also	 get	 the	
free	pizza.

*	*	*
	 Quote	 of	 the	 Week:	 “I	
know	my	kids	will	enjoy	
running	 around	 Disney	
and	 I	 know	 I’ll	 be	 worn	
out	from	running	around	
there	 and	 chasing	 them	
but	 it	will	be	 fun.	Again,	
unfinished business and 
we	want	 to	have	a	good	
balance	of	enjoying	our-
selves	 and	 getting	 work	
done	to	get	this	victory,”	
Kentucky	 coach	 Mark	
Stoops	 on	 playing	 Penn	
State	in	Orlando	Jan.	1	in	
the	Citrus	Bowl.
	 Quote	 of	 the	 Week	 2:	
“This	is	just	a	business	to	
them	 (college	 coaches).	
But	 it	 is	 not	 a	 business	
to	the	kid	who	made	the	
commitment.	 He’s	 not	
getting	paid	to	play.	To	us,	
it	was	not	about	playing	
time.	It’s	about	education.	
How	 can	 we	 ever	 trust	
anybody	 recruiting	 for	
Louisville	 after	 the	 way	
he	just	got	kicked	to	the	
curb	at	the	last	minute?”	
Franklin-Simpson	 coach	
Doug	 Preston	 after	 new	
Louisville	coach	Scott	Sat-
terfield pulled Franklin-
Simpson’s	Jack	Randolph	
scholarship offer only 10 
days	before	national	sign-
ing	day.
	 Quote	 of	 the	 Week	 3:	
“Coming	in	Rupp	and	see-
ing	 the	 fans,	 seeing	 the	
atmosphere	 that	 these	
guys	get	to	play	at	when	
they’re	playing	at	home.	It	
was	pretty	cool.	I’ve	seen	
it	on	TV	for	years	growing	
up,	so	it	was	an	awesome	
experience. You want to 
come	 in	 here	 and	 have	
a	great	game.	 It’s	one	of	
those	 games	 you	 mark	
on	 your	 schedule,”	 Utah	
guard Sedrick Barefield 
on	getting	to	play	at	Rupp	
Arena.

Maci Morris is playing at a high level for Kentucky this season but once basketball ends she hopes to be a 
physician’s assistant. (Vicky Graff Photo)


