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Your Adversary
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian church

	 You,	 me,	 everyone	 has	 an	 adversary.	 Not	 a	
friendly	competitor,	but	an	enemy	who	is	out	to	de-
stroy	you,	your	family,	friends,	and	even	the	whole	
world.	This	enemy	goes	by	several	names	such	as,	
the	dragon,	the	old	serpent,	Beelzebub,	and	Satan.	He	
is	happy	that	so	many	people	refuse	to	take	him	seri-
ously.	They	that	don’t	believe	that	he	is	a	real	being	
play into his hands because they don’t fight against 
him.	Whether	a	person	takes	him	seriously,	or	not,	
he	is	seriously	trying	to	destroy	mankind.	1 Peter 5: 
8,	“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour.”
	 In	John 8:44	Jesus	said	that	the	devil	is	a	mur-
derer	and	a	lair.	He	is	also	a	tempter	who	tempted	
Eve,	 Jesus	and	the	rest	of	mankind.	Satan	doesn’t	
come	to	a	person	and	say	that	he	is	going	to	try	to	
destroy	him,	he	tries	to	make	it	look	like	he	is	helping	
him.	If	people	could	see	sin	for	what	it	is,	and	what	

the	result	will	be,	they	would	not	fall	into	it	so	easily.	
Satan	is	also	an	accuser	who	points	out	your	sins.	Yes,	
the	very	sins	that	he	helped	get	you	into.	Look	at	Job,	
he	was	accused	of	serving	God	because	of	the	bless-
ings	of	God.	Satan’s	goal	was	to	destroy	Job’s	relation-
ship	with	God.	The	death	of	his	children,	the	loss	of	
his herds, and the suffering that he was put through 
was	just	extras,	courtesy	of	the	devil.	No	matter	how	
good	you	are,	you	are	not	above	being	attacked	by	
the	devil.	Only	by	trusting	God	and	his	grace	can	we	
overcome	the	evil	one.
	 Revelation 12:10,	“And I heard a loud voice say-
ing in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, 
and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his 
Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, 
which accused them before our God day and night.”
	 Job	was	not	guilty	of	living	in	sin,	yet,	was	ac-
cused	anyhow.	If,	and	when,	we	slip	and	commit	some	
sin	you	can	be	sure	that	Satan	is	there	to	point	it	out.	
He	would	destroy	your	witness	here	on	earth,	as	well	
as	your	relationship	with	God.	When	we	realize	that	
we	have	done	something	wrong,	a	thought,	word,	or	
some	deed,	we	should	repent	and	ask	God	to	forgive	
us.	You	can	tell	God	yourself,	or	rest	assured,	Satan	

will.
	 Satan	knows	your	greatest	weakness.	Each	of	
us	has	at	least	one,	and	some	have	several.	You	can’t	
be	tempted	with	something	that	you	hate,	but	it	will	
be	something	that	you	desire.	Look	at	Judas	and	his	
temptation.	He	liked	money	and	what	it	could	buy.	
John 12:6	says	that	he	was	a	thief	and	was	treasurer	
for	the	group.	Satan	used	his	desire	to	have	more	
money	and	led	him	to	betray	Jesus	to	the	priests	and	
the	others	who	hated	him.
	 Judas	thought	that	he	would	be	beaten,	or	im-
prisoned,	he	would	have	the	thirty	pieces	of	silver	
and	no	one	would	be	the	wiser.	When	he	saw	that	
they	planned	to	crucify	Jesus	he	tried	to	undo	his	
deed,	saying,	“I have sinned in that I have betrayed 
innocent blood.”	Matthew 27:4.	Did	Satan,	or	the	
priests,	care	for	Judas	and	his	sin?	No,	he	was	on	his	
own.	The	evil	used	him	and	had	no	more	use	for	him.	
That	is	the	way	of	sin,	it	uses	a	person	and	then	spits	
him	out.	Judas	found	out	that	sin	took	him	farther	
than	he	wanted	to	go	and	cost	him	far	more	than	he	
wanted	to	pay.	That	is	what	our	adversary	would	like	
to	do	to	each	of	us.	We	can	only	overcome	through	
Jesus.
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