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ANSWERS  1 ) Neither; 2) 
Matthew; 3) An angel; 4) 
Disciples; 5) Thomas; 6) 
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	 Kentucky	 Veterinary	
Diagnostic	 Labs	 provide	
valuable	services.
	 Kentucky	 has	 two	 vet-
erinary	 labs	 that	 support	
the	animal	industries	with	
diagnostic	medical	testing	
services	 --	 the	 Veterinary	
Diagnostic	Lab	at	the	Uni-
versity	of	Kentucky	in	Lex-
ington	 and	 Murray	 State	
University’s	 Breathitt	
Veterinary	Center	in	Hop-
kinsville.	 Craig	 Carter	 is	
the	director	of	the	UK	VDL,	
while	 Debbie	 Reed	 is	 the	
director	of	the	BVC.	Their	
goal	is	to	provide	services	
to	 improve	 the	 health	 of	
your	animals.	
	 The	 UK	 VDL	 and	 BVC	
are	 both	 full-service	 vet-
erinary	diagnostic	labs,	ac-

credited	for	all	animal	spe-
cies.	 Services	 range	 from	
diagnostic	 and	 regulatory	
testing	 to	 full	 necropsy	
(autopsy).	If	your	farm	ex-
periences	a	disease	prob-
lem	 in	 one	 or	 more	 ani-
mals	or	deaths,	the	UK	VDL	
can	run	laboratory	tests	at	
the	request	of	your	veteri-
narian	to	help	identify	the	
cause.	For	more	serious	or	
puzzling	health	issues,	you	
can	 request	an	epidemio-
logical	field	investigation.
	 The	 UK	 VDL	 website,	
http://vdl.uky.edu	 ,	 lists	
their	 fee	 schedule,	 what	
tests	they	offer,	and	other	
helpful	 information.	 Peri-
odically,	they	notice	an	in-
crease	 in	 certain	diseases	
or	syndromes	and	publish	
an	 animal	 health	 bulletin	
on	their	website.
	 For	state	and	county	in-
formation,	you	can	 follow	
the	 epidemiology	 infor-
mation	link	from	the	main	
page,	 it	will	 show	you	 an	
interactive	 map	 of	 Ken-
tucky.	 Simply	 scroll	 your	
cursor	 over	 your	 county,	
and	you	can	see	what	dis-
eases	 the	 labs	 have	 diag-
nosed	 in	 your	 county	 in	
the	past	30,	60	or	90	days.	

It	will	not	tell	you	address-
es	or	 farm	names	as	they	
keep	 all	 identifying	 infor-
mation	 strictly	 confiden-
tial;	but	it	will	tell	you	the	
types	of	diseases	that	cur-
rently	 are	 in	 your	 county	
and	in	surrounding	coun-
ties.	This	will	help	you	de-
sign	 a	 sound	 vaccination	
and	 preventive	 medicine	
program	for	your	herd.	
	 The	 BVC	 website	 is	
https://breathitt.murray-
state.edu	.	
	 With	 spring,	many	dis-
ease	problems	arise	in	cat-
tle,	some	of	which	can	be	
prevented	 by	 vaccination.	
For	 example,	 in	 2006	 the	
UK	VDL	detected	a	high	in-
cidence	of	blackleg	deaths	
in	 cattle	 around	 Eastern	
Kentucky.	 An	 awareness	
campaign	was	mounted	to	
encourage	 cattle	 produc-
ers	to	vaccinate	their	ani-
mals.	As	a	result,	the	inci-
dence	of	the	disease,	based	
on	 laboratory	 data,	 has	
been	 minimal	 ever	 since,	
saving	 the	 cattle	 industry	
an	 estimated	 $500,000	
each	year.	
	 Many	vaccines	are	avail-
able	 on	 the	 market	 for	
use	in	cattle	in	the	United	

States.	 Producers	 must	
base	 their	 decision	 of	
whether	or	not	to	use	any	
of	 these	 products	 on	 the	
presence	 of	 a	 disease	 on	
a	particular	farm,	the	sea-
sonality	 of	 disease,	 man-
agement	 and	 risk	 factors.	
The	Kentucky’s	veterinary	
diagnostic	 labs	 can	 assist	
you	 and	 your	 veterinar-
ian	in	vaccine	selection	by	
confirming	digestive,	neu-
rological,	respiratory,	par-
asitic	 and	 other	 diseases	
on	your	premises.
	 The	mission	 of	 the	 UK	
VDL	is	to	develop	and	ap-
ply	 state-of-the-art	 diag-
nostic	methodology	to	im-
prove	 animal	 health	 and	
marketability,	 to	 protect	
the	 public	 health	 and	 to	
assist	 in	 the	 preservation	
of	the	human-animal	bond	
through	 the	 principles	 of	
One	 Health.	 The	 UK	 VDL	
is	 fully	 accredited	 by	 the	
American	 Association	 of	
Veterinary	Laboratory	Di-
agnosticians.
	 For	 more	 information	
on	 about	 using	 the	 labs’	
services,	contact	the	Estill	
County	Cooperative	Exten-
sion	Service	at	723-4557.
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Farming News
from Extension Agent Eric Baker______________________________________________

Monday, March 26th @ 6pm____________________________________________
Cattle Producer Meeting 

	 Cooperative	Extension	and	the	Estill	County	Cat-
tlemen	Association	will	host	a	cattle	producer	meet-
ing	on	Monday,	March	26th,	6:00	p.m.,	 at	 the	Ex-
tension	office.	DOW	chemical	representative	Scott	
Flynn	will	discuss	pasture	weed	control	options	and	
a	catered	meal	will	be	provided.	Please	pre-register	
by	calling	723-4557	before	March	22nd.______________________________________________
Monday, April 9th @ 7pm____________________________________________
Vegetable Disease Seminar 
	 Gardeners	are	in	a	constant	battle	growing	veg-
etables	under	many	pests,	especially	diseases.	Plant	
diseases	are	a	particular	challenge,	especially	with	
tomatoes.	If	you	want	to	learn	how	to	manage	dis-
ease	issue	in	the	garden,	you	will	want	to	attend	our	
Vegetable	Disease	 Seminar	 on	Monday,	April	 9th,	
7:00	p.m.,	at	the	Estill	County	Extension	office.	UK	
Extension	plant	 pathologist	 Emily	 Pfeufer	will	 be	
our	instructor.	If	you	plan	to	attend,	please	pre-reg-
ister	by	calling	723-4557	by	April	6th.
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4-H Youth Development

________________________________________________
Thursday-Saturday, March 22nd-24th_____________________________________________
Hunters Education Class (orange card)

 There will be a Hunter’s Education Class (orange card) 
at the Estill County Extension Office.  The 3-day class 
will be Thursday and Friday, March 22nd  & 23rd from 
6-9 p.m., and Saturday, March 24th starting at  9:00 a.m. 
at the Estill Co. Sportsmen’s Club.  You must attend all 3 
classes to obtain your orange card.  Ages 9 and older (as 
of March 24).  
 Effective March 1, 2014, KY Dept. of Fish & Wildlife 
requires online pre-registration for all hunter education 
courses statewide.  Following is the registration link for 
the Estill Co. class:  http://www.register-ed.com/events/
view/117617
 For more information, call the Estill County Extension 
Office at 606-723-4557.
  Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Ex-
tension serve all people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 


