
Page 12, The Estill County Tribune, April 11, 2018 

Bible Trivia Answers
Now available by Wilson Casey! 2017 Bible 

Trivia box calendar loaded with daily teasers.

ANSWERS  1 Old; 2) 
Noon; 3) John; 4) Oba-
diah; 5) 4th; 6) Noah

Puzzle Answers
April 11, 2018

Eric Baker
Estill County Extension
Agent for Agriculture 
& Natural Resources

	 The	 first	 step	 in	 con-
trolling	 moles	 is	 to	 actu-
ally	determine	if	a	mole	is	
the	culprit.	Because	moles	
are	 insectivores,	 they	 do	
not	 routinely	 eat	 garden	
seeds	and	bulbs,	although	

they	are	often	blamed.	The	
real	 culprits	 are	probably	
voles,	 white-footed	 mice,	
or	house	mice.	If	your	gar-
den	and	lawn	has	runways	
in	 it,	 the	 moles	 are	 look-
ing	 for	 insects	 and	 earth-
worms.
	 Moles	 do	 play	 a	 ben-
eficial	role	in	the	manage-
ment	of	soil	and	in	the	con-
trol	 of	 undesirable	 grubs	
and	 insects.	 By	 tunneling	
and	shifting	soil	particles,	
moles	permit	better	aera-
tion	 of	 soil,	 aid	 in	 drying	
out	sod,	and	allow	humus	
(organic	matter)	 to	 travel	
deeper	 into	 the	 soil.	 This	
tunneling	also	allows	sub-
soil	material	 to	be	moved	
closer	to	the	surface	where	

nutrients	 may	 be	 more	
available	to	plant	roots.
	 Perhaps	 the	 mole’s	
greatest	 crime	 is	 the	 nui-
sance	 it	 creates	 in	 lawns	
and	 gardens.	 	 The	 runs	
can	damage	turf	and	cause	
uneven	 surfaces.	 	 If	 you	
have	 this	 problem,	 mole	
baits	with	bromethalin	are	
breakthrough	products	 in	
the	 battle	 against	 moles.	
They	 work	 where	 grain	
baits,	 repellents,	 and	 a	
myriad	of	home	remedies	
have	 failed.	 	 It	was	 tested	
on	 different	 mole	 spe-
cies,	soil	types	and	baiting	
conditions	throughout	the	
country	 before	 receiving	
approval	from	the	Environ-
mental	Protection	Agency	

(EPA)	 for	 use	 on	 lawns	
and	gardens.		Shaped	like	a	
mole’s	natural	food	choic-
es,	earthworms	and	grubs,	
this	 product	 has	 shown	
great	 success	 in	 control-
ling	moles.	 	 You	 can	 find	
the	bait	at	hardware	stores	
and	 farm	 supply	 stores.		
Brand	names	 include	Tal-
pirid	Mole	Bait	 and	Tom-
cat	 Mole	 Killer.	 	 Moles	
usually	die	in	their	tunnels	
within	12-24	hours	of	 in-
gesting	the	bait.		One	hint	
is	 to	 make	 sure	 you	 find	
an	active	mole	run	to	put	
the	bait	into	or	it	may	not	
be	found	by	the	mole.	See	
the	product	label	for	more	
information.
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	 With	the	cool	wet	spring	
we	 have	 experienced,	
many	 producers	 may	 be	
in	a	hurry	to	get	their	veg-
etable	crops	off	to	a	quick	
start.	UK	entomologist	Ric	
Bessin	 suggests	 this	 may	
result	in	losses	to	root	and	
stem	maggots.	While	early	
planting	may	lead	to	early	
harvest	and	high	prices	in	
the	 marketplace,	 plant-
ing	 into	cool	or	cold	soils	
can	 result	 in	 extended	
time	needed	for	germina-
tion	and/or	slow	seedling	
growth.	 Either	 of	 these	
extends	the	time	seeds	or	
small	 seedlings	 are	 vul-
nerable	 to	 attack	 by	 root	
and	stem	maggots.
	 Soils	have	been	 so	wet	
that	it	has	prevented	many	
fields	from	being	prepared	

for	 planting.	 Some	 pro-
ducers	 may	 try	 to	 work	
the	soil	quickly	and	plant.	
However,	 freshly	 turned	
over	cover	crops	and	win-
ter	 annual	 weeds	 can	 be	
attractive	 for	 egg	 laying	
by	 root	 and	 stem	maggot	
adult	flies.	For	this	reason	
it	is	good	to	let	the	turned	
cover	 crops	 and	 weeds	
breakdown	for	2	or	more	
weeks	 before	 planting	 or	
transplanting.
	 There	are	several	mag-
got	 species	 in	 Kentucky	
that	attack	many	different	
types	 of	 vegetables,	 but	
seedcorn	maggot	 is	prob-
ably	 the	 most	 common.	
Signs	 of	 root	 and	 stem	
maggot	 problems	 include	
skips	 in	 the	row	between	
seedlings	 and	 seedlings	

emerging	that	are	yellowed	
and	spindly.	Examining	the	
damaged	 seeds	 in	 skips	
may	 reveal	 hollowed-out	
seed	 coats.	 Seeds	planted	
early	 are	 at	 greater	 risk	
when	 the	weather	 is	 cool	
for	 long	 periods	 of	 time	
and	conditions	contribute	
to	delayed,	slow	germina-
tion	 and	 seedling	 estab-
lishment.
	 Shallow	 planting	 in	
well-prepared	 seedbeds,	
and	 planting	 sufficiently	
late	for	quick	germination	
can	 help	 reduce	 injury.		
Where	 possible,	 heavy	
cover	 crops	 should	 be	
turned	well	 in	advance	of	
planting	to	render	the	field	
less	attractive	to	egg	laying	
by	seedcorn	maggot	flies	in	
spring.	Black	plastic	raised	

beds	 will	 help	 to	 warm	
the	 soil	 and	 favor	 rapid	
seedling	 establishment.	
Depending	on	the	crop,	in-
secticide	 treatments	 may	
be	 allowed	 at	 planting,	
in	 transplant	water,	 or	 as	
seed	 treatments	 may	 be	
available	 to	 control	 these	
insects.	See	UK	Extension	
Publication	 ID-36	 “Vege-
table	Production	Guide	for	
Commercial	 Growers”	 for	
treatment	details.	Call	the	
Estill	 County	 Extension	
office	 723-4557	 for	more	
information.
 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
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