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	 Long	 Spring	 Favors	
Aphids	in	the	Landscape
This	 long	 spring	 is	 ideal	
for	aphids.	Colonies	of	the	
small	sap-feeders	can	be	
found	on	many	landscape	
plants	 now.	 Impacts	 of	
aphids	vary	widely.	Some	
species	 manage	 to	 re-
move	 sap	 without	 any	
obvious	 effect	 on	plants.	
However,	 a	 plant’s	 reac-
tion	to	injected	saliva	may	
result	in	severe	distortion	
of	new	tissue.	Other	plant	
species	may	excrete	large	
volumes	 of	 honeydew,	
producing	 sticky,	 shiny	
leaves	 that	 soon	 turn	
black	with	sooty	mold.

	 Aphid	 infestations	can	
develop	from	eggs	laid	on	
host	 plants	 the	 previous	
autumn	 or	 from	winged	
aphids	 that	 fly	 to	 plants	
in	spring.	Winged	aphids	
deposit	 several	 wing-
less	young	on	tender	tis-
sue	before	moving	on	 to	
find	 a	 new	 plant,	 scat-
tering	 their	 offspring	 to	
increase	 chances	 of	 sur-
vival.	 Immature	 aphids,	
or	nymphs,	grow	rapidly,	
maturing	in	7	to	10	days.		
Then	 they	 are	 ready	 to	
produce	 their	 own	 live	
young.	Depending	on	the	
species	and	 food	quality,	
aphids	may	produce	20	to	
40	offspring.	The	process	
is	repeated	several	times,	
resulting	 in	 tremendous	
population	explosions.
	 Early	 detection	 is	 the	
key	 to	 reducing	 aphid	
infestations.	 Regular	 in-
spection	of	 terminal	 foli-
age	 allows	 early	 detec-
tion	of	aphid	infestations	
before	 symptoms	 de-
velop	 and	 while	 control	
can	be	relatively	easy	and	
successful.	 Examine	 the	
bud	area	and	undersides	

of	the	new	leaves	for	clus-
ters	 or	 colonies	 of	 small	
aphids.	Small	numbers	of	
colonies	 on	 small	 plants	
can	 be	 crushed	 and	 in-
fested	leaves	removed.

An aphid colony develop-
ing around an adult female. 
(Photo: Lee Townsend, UK)

	 Watch	 for	 signs	 of	
natural	enemies	at	work.	
Lady	 beetles	 may	 be	
able	to	deal	with	moder-
ate	 numbers	 of	 aphids.	
Large,	 well-developed	
infestations	 may	 war-
rant	an	insecticide	appli-
cation	on	small	or	newly-
established	 plants.	Most	
products	used	 for	aphid	
control	work	 as	 contact	
insecticides.	Spray	drop-
lets	 must	 land	 on	 the	
aphids	and	be	absorbed	

into	 their	 bodies.	 Thor-
ough	 spray	 coverage	di-
rected	at	growing	points	
and	 protected	 areas	 is	
vital.	It	is	difficult	to	treat	
large	 trees	 because	 of	
the	 high	 spray	 pressure	
necessary	 to	 penetrate	
the	 foliage	 and	 to	 reach	
the	 tallest	 portions	 of	
the	tree.	Hose-end	spray-
ers	 can	 be	 used	 on	 15	
foot	to	20	foot	trees	but	
they	 need	 to	 produce	 a	
stream,	 rather	 than	 an	
even	 pattern,	 to	 reach	
these	levels.	Skips	in	cov-
erage	 are	 common	 and	
there	is	a	significant	po-
tential	 for	applicator	ex-
posure	through	drift	and	
runoff.
	 Aphid	control	is	rarely	
feasible	or	necessary	on	
healthy	plants.	For	more	
information,	 contact	 the	
Estill	 County	 Extension	
office	at	723-4557.
 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.
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Farming News
______________________________________________
Thursday, May 31st @ 3:30pm____________________________________________
UK Ag Equine Farm & Facilities Expo 
	 University	of	Kentucky	Ag	Equine	Programs	will	host	
its	annual	Farm	and	Facilities	Expo	from	3:30	p.m.	to	8	
p.m.	EDT	Thursday,	May	31,	at	Knapper	Farm,	485	Cha-
tham	Lane	in	Harrodsburg.
	 Farm	managers	and	horse	owners	will	have	the	oppor-
tunity	to	explore	visitor	booths	and	see	displays	on	every	
aspect	of	horse	farm	management.	Speakers	will	provide	
educational	talks	about	utilizing	cost	sharing,	weed	con-
trol,	rotational	grazing,	ryegrass	and	maintaining	healthy	
horses.
	 “The	Equine	Farm	and	Facilities	Expo	targets	small	and	
mid-sized	operations	with	the	aim	of	improving	pasture	
and	facility	management.	We	try	to	provide	relevant	in-
formation	and	practices	that	can	be	implemented	on	any	
farm,”	said	Krista	Lea,	research	analyst	and	coordinator	of	
the	UK	Horse	Pasture	Evaluation	Program.
	 The	event	is	free	and	open	to	the	public.	A	meal	will	be	
provided	for	those	in	attendance.	While	not	required,	an	
RSVP	is	appreciated	for	food	planning	purposes.	Please	
email	 equine@uky.edu	 to	 RSVP.	 For	 more	 information	
about	 this	 or	 future	 UK	 Ag	 Equine	 Programs	 events,	
please	visit	http://www.ca.uky.edu/equine.
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