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	 Tick	 season	 is	 under-
way	 and	 a	 University	 of	
Kentucky	entomologist	is	
reminding	Kentuckians	to	
take	 precautions	 to	 pro-
tect	themselves	and	their	
loved	ones	from	tick	bites.
	 “In	 tick-prone	 areas,	
check	 yourself,	 children	
and	 other	 family	 mem-
bers	 every	 two	 hours,	
and	 very	 thoroughly	 af-
ter	returning	home	from	
hikes	 and	 other	 out-
door	 activities,”	 said	 Lee	

Townsend,	 UK	 extension	
entomologist	 in	 the	 Col-
lege	 of	 Agriculture,	 Food	
and	Environment.	“Com-
mon places to find ticks 
are	 behind	 the	 knees,	
around	 the	 waist,	 under	
arms,	neck	and	head.”
 Several effective pre-
cautions	 will	 reduce	
exposure.	 Wear	 a	 repel-
lent;	products	containing	
DEET	are	particularly	ef-
fective.	A	spray-on	cloth-
ing	 treatment	 contain-
ing	 permethrin	 is	 good	
to	 use	 when	 in	 places	
where	 ticks	 are	 likely	 to	
be	abundant.	Avoid	walk-
ing	 through	 tall	 grass	
and	 brushy	 areas	 along	
fence	lines	or	adjacent	to	
woods.	 Wear	 light-col-
ored	clothing	so	ticks	are	
easy	 to	 spot.	 Check	 pets	
when	they	come	in	from	
outdoors.
The	lone	star	tick	and	the	
American	dog	tick	are	the	
most	 common	 species	

found	 in	 the	 state.	 Their	
tick	bites	usually	are	just	
an	 itchy	 nuisance,	 but	
these	ticks	can	carry	dis-
eases.	 Fortunately,	 only	
a	 very	 small	 percentage	
of	them	are	infected.	The	
adult	 female	 lone	 star	
tick,	 which	 has	 a	 white	
spot	on	its	back,	can	car-
ry	 erlichiosis.	 Its	 saliva,	
injected	 during	 feeding,	
may	 cause	 some	 people	
to	 develop	 a	 “red	 meat	
allergy,”	 a	 condition	 di-
agnosed	 more	 often	 as	
awareness	of	it	increases.	
American	 dog	 ticks,	 red-
dish-brown	with	mottled	
white	 markings	 on	 their	
backs,	have	the	potential	
to	carry	spotted	fever.	 In	
addition,	the	blacklegged	
tick,	 also	 known	 as	 the	
deer	 tick,	 is	 becoming	
more	 common	 in	 the	
state	 and	 carries	 Lyme	
disease.
	 Prevention	 is	 the	 key	
to	 reducing	 the	 chance	

of	being	bitten	by	a	 tick.	
Even	then,	it	is	almost	in-
evitable	 that	 some	 ticks	
will	get	past	protective	ef-
forts,	but	prompt	removal	
of	attached	ticks	reduces	
the	 chance	 of	 infection	
if	 the	 tick	 is	 carrying	 a	
disease. Use fine-tipped 
tweezers	 to	 remove	 an	
attached	tick.	Grasp	it	as	
close	 to	 the	 skin	 as	 pos-
sible	and	remove	it	with	a	
gentle,	steady	pull.	Then,	
wash	 the	 bite	 area	 and	
your	hands.	Apply	an	an-
tiseptic	to	the	bite	site	to	
protect	 the	 wound	 from	
infection.
	 For	more	 information,	
contact	 the	 Estill	 County	
Cooperative	 Extension	
Service	at	723-4557.
	 Educational	 programs	 of	 the	 Co-
operative	 Extension	 Service	 serve	 all	
people	regardless	of	economic	or	social	
status	 and	 will	 not	 discriminate	 on	 the	
basis	of	race,	color,	ethnic	origin,	nation-
al	origin,	creed,	religion,	political	belief,	
sex,	 sexual	orientation,	gender	 identity,	
gender	 expressions,	 pregnancy,	 marital	
status,	genetic	information,	age,	veteran	
status,	or	physical	or	mental	disability.
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Ways to Prevent Tick Bites

Farming News______________________________________________
Thursday, May 31st @ 3:30pm____________________________________________
UK Ag Equine Farm & Facilities Expo	
	 University	of	Kentucky	Ag	Equine	Programs	will	host	
its	annual	Farm	and	Facilities	Expo	from	3:30	p.m.	to	8	
p.m.	EDT	Thursday,	May	31,	at	Knapper	Farm,	485	Cha-
tham	Lane	in	Harrodsburg.______________________________________________
Friday, June 15th @ 6:30pm____________________________________________
Backyard Beekeeping at the Museum	
	 Tammy	Horn	Potter,	Kentucky	State	Apiarist,	will	give	
a	presentation	on	“Backyard	Beekeeping”	on	Friday,	June	
15,	2018,	6:30	–	8:00	p.m.,	at	the	Estill	County	Historical	
Museum,	133/135	Broadway	in	Irvine,	Kentucky.	

	 With	spring	rain	show-
ers	and	warming	weather,	
cedar	rust	galls	are	devel-
oping	on	cedar	and	other	
Juniper	 species.	 As	 galls	
swell,	they	produce	spores	
that	 threaten	 apple	 (and	
sometimes	crabapple	and	
hawthorn).	 Galls	 indicate	
that	 rust	 pathogens	 are	
releasing	 or	 preparing	 to	
release	infective	spores.
	 There	 are	 three	 types	
of cedar rusts that affect 
apple:	 cedar-apple	 rust	

which	 produces	 large	
brown	galls	on	cedar	and	
other	 species	 of	 Junipe-
rus,	cedar-quince	rust	that	
produces	 orange	 swell-
ings	 on	 twigs	 and	 fruit,	
and	 cedar-hawthorn	 rust	
that	 forms	 galls	 similar	
to	 cedar-apple	 rust,	 only	
smaller.	 All	 three	 fungi	
have	similar	life	cycles.
	 Fungicides	 should	 be	
used	 as	 protectants	 to	
prevent	 rust	 pathogens	
from	 infecting.	 After	

symptoms	develop	on	ap-
ple,	it	is	often	too	late	for	
control.	 Early	 protection	
of	apples,	crabapples,	and	
hawthorns	 is	 important,	
as	 most	 infections	 occur	
within the first 30 days af-
ter	 bloom.	 Many	 general	
purpose	 fruit	 tree	 sprays	
may	not	control	rusts.	Ho-
meowner	fungicides	avail-
able	include	products	like	
Immunox	and	Mancozeb.	
	 For	detailed	spray	rec-
ommendations,	 backyard	

fruit	growers	should	con-
sult	 publication	 ID-21,	
“Disease	 and	 Insect	 Con-
trol	 Program	 for	 Home	
Grown	Fruit	in	Kentucky.”	
For	 landscapes,	 consult	
UK	 Extension	 publica-
tion	 ID-88,	 “Woody	 Plant	
Disease	 Control	 Guide	
for	 Kentucky.”	 All	 three	
are	available	 through	the	
Cooperative	 Extension	
office. For more informa-
tion,	call	723-4557.	

Preventing Cedar Rust Disease on Apple Trees
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