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King David Sins
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian church

	 2 Samuel 11,	This	chapter	tells	the	shameful	ac-
count	of	David	and	his	desire	for	another	man’s	wife.	
	 When	he	saw	Bathsheba	washing	herself	on	 the	
roof,	 he	 had	 a	 choice	 to	make.	 He	 could	 continue	 to	
watch	her,	which	he	did,	or	he	could	go	 into	his	own	
home.	While	David	was	a	great	man	in	many	ways,	he	
was	still	a	man.	David	had	seven	wives	and	still	desired	
another	man’s	wife.	He	knew	it	was	wrong	but	he	let	his	
desires	overrule	his	faith.	Now	before	we	condemn	him,	
haven’t	we	done	the	same	thing	at	some	point	in	life?	
We	get	angry	and	say	harsh	words	to	someone,	know-
ing	that	it	is	wrong,	but	in	the	heat	of	the	moment	we	
say	them	anyway.	Later	we	might	be	sorry,	but	in	the	
moment	we	don’t	think	of	anything	but	our	anger.	No,	
I’m	afraid	that	no	man	is	perfect	even	though	we	would	
like	to	be.
	 Bathsheba	is	not	without	blame	herself.	First,	she	
didn’t	have	to	be	uncovered	where	she	could	be	seen.	
She	knew	that	she	was	visible	to	others,	at	least	from	
the	palace	walls.,	Second,	she	could	have	called	for	help,	

which	 she	evidently	didn’t	do.	Deuteronomy 22:22-
24,	“If a man be found lying with a woman married to an 
husband, then they shall both of them die, both the man 
that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou 
put away evil from Israel. If a damsel that is a virgin be 
betrothed unto an husband, and a man find her in the 
city, and lie with her; Then ye shall bring them both out 
unto the gate of that city, and ye shall stone them with 
stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried not, be-
ing in the city; and the man, because he hath humbled his 
neighbour’s wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among 
you.”	It	appears	that	she	went	willingly	to	the	king.
	 While	few	people	knew	of	the	affair,	God	knew	all	
about	it.	Numbers 32:23,	“...and be sure your sin will find 
you out.”	David	thought	that	his	sin	was	hidden	from	
most	people	and	worked	hard	to	cover	it	up.	On	find-
ing	out	that	Bathsheba	was	expecting	a	child,	they	knew	
that	their	sin	would	become	public	knowledge.	Uriah,	
her	husband,	was	with	the	army	and	had	been	gone	for	
several	months.	None	could	think	that	he	was	the	father	
of	the	child.	David	thought	that	if	Uriah	were	to	come	
home	and	spend	a	few	days	with	his	wife	then	all	would	
think	that	the	child	was	his.	When	that	plan	didn’t	work	
out,	David	grew	desperate	and	had	Uriah	carry	his	own	

death	warrant	to	the	commander	of	the	army.
	 Consider	the	man	Uriah	for	a	moment.	He	was	a	
Hittite	who	had	come	to	Israel	and	put	his	faith	in	God.	
He	was	a	great	soldier	and	in	2 Samuel 23	he	was	listed	
among	the	37	great	leaders	in	David’s	army.	Uriah	was	
faithful	and	would	not	go	see	his	wife	because	he	didn’t	
think	that	he	should	because	the	army	was	engaged	in	a	
war,	Joab,	and	the	ark	of	God	was	in	the	field.
	 Then,	Uriah	was	considered	faithful	enough	that	
he	carried	the	order	calling	for	his	death.	He	delivered	
it	and	was	killed	by	David’s	command.	Joab	had	to	won-
der	why	David	wanted	Uriah	killed.	He	didn’t	know	un-
til	later	that	David	had	him	killed	so	that	he	could	have	
his	wife.	
	 When	David	got	the	news	that	Uriah	was	dead	he	
was	happy.	At	 last	his	plan	worked	and	 the	way	was	
clear	for	Bathsheba	to	become	his	wife.	He	was	to	find	
out	that	no	matter	how	much	God	loved	him	such	sin	
could	not	go	unpunished.	The	sword	would	never	leave	
his	house	because	of	his	sins.	Later	one	of	his	own	sons	
would	try	to	kill	him.	There	had	to	be	many	a	time	that	
he	 wished	 that	 he	 had	 not	 committed	 adultery	 and	
murder.	May	we	ever	repent	of	our	sins	and	thank	God	
for	his	mercy.
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