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	 Extension	 offices	 have	
had	 a	 number	 of	 calls	 on	
hay	 stands	 and	 pastures	
that	 appear	 to	 be	 thinner	
than	 normal	 this	 spring.		
According	to	UK	forage	ex-
tension	 specialists,	 there	
are	 a	 number	 of	 reasons	
that	 stands	 are	 thin.	 	 In	
this	article,	we	will	discuss	
potential	causes	and	man-
agement	strategies	for	thin	
stands.
	 What	 we	 did	 last	 sum-
mer	and	fall	can	sometimes	
come	back	to	haunt	us	the	
following	 spring.	 	 Close,	
frequent,	 and	 late	 fall	 cut-
ting	 or	 grazing	 can	 result	
in	 low	 energy	 reserves	 in	
the	 plant.	 	 This	 can	 cause	
stands	 to	 regrow	 slower	
and	become	thinner	over-
time.	 	When	you	 combine	
this	 with	 a	 long	 and	 cold	
winter,	 grass	 stands	 can	

struggle	 to	 get	 started	 in	
the	spring.
	 Hayfield	 and	 pastures	
need	 adequate	 soil	 fertil-
ity	 to	 remain	 strong	 and	
vigorous.		Soil	fertility	pro-
grams	need	to	be	based	on	
a	current	soil	test	and	ALL	
required	 nutrients	 includ-
ing	lime	need	to	be	applied	
in	a	timely	manner.		In	hay-
fields,	 potassium	 is	 often	
deficient.		This	is	due	to	the	
removal	of	 relatively	 large	
quantities	 of	 potassium	
compared	 to	 phosphorus.		
Potassium	 is	 involved	wa-
ter	regulation	in	the	plant,	
translocation	 of	 sugars	
produced	 during	 photo-
synthesis,	 disease	 toler-
ance,	 and	 winter	 survival.		
So	 poor	 potassium	 fertil-
ity	 combined	with	 a	 hard	
winter	 can	weaken	 forage	
stands.
	 In	 some	 years,	 we	 just	
can’t	 seem	 to	 warmup	 in	
the	 spring.	 	 Cold	 springs	
can	 limit	 early	 vegetative	
growth.	 	 Since	 reproduc-
tive	growth	in	cool-season	
grasses	 is	 a	 function	 of	
both	 day	 length	 and	 tem-
perature,	the	result	 is	that	
grass	 plants	 will	 tend	 to	
produce	a	seedhead	about	
the	same	time	each	year.		In	
cold	springs,	this	results	in	
a	 higher	 seedhead	 to	 leaf	
ratio	and	ultimately	 lower	
yields	that	have	more	stem	
and	less	leaf.
	 Applications	of	lime	and	

fertilizer	 should	 be	 based	
on	a	recent	soil	test.		Main-
taining	adequate	soil	fertil-
ity	 at	 all	 times	 allows	 for	
the	development	of	strong	
and	vigorous	sods.		It	is	im-
portant	 to	 remember	 that	
fertility	 programs	 need	 to	
be	 balanced	 according	 to	
soil	 test	 results	 and	 end	
use.	 	So	 if	you	are	making	
hay,	 you	 will	 need	 to	 add	
back	 more	 phosphorus	
and	 potassium	 because	
it	 is	being	 removed	 in	 the	
forage	 tissue.	 	 In	 contrast,	
nutrient	removal	from	pas-
tures	that	are	being	grazed	
is	minimal.
	 It	 is	 very	 tempting	 to	
delay	 harvest	 and	 allow	
stands	 to	 “thicken	up”	be-
fore	the	first	harvest.	 	The	
presence	 of	 the	 seedhead	
can	 actually	 delay	 the	 de-
velopment	of	vegetative	til-
lers	at	the	base	of	the	plant	
by	acting	as	sync	for	sugars	
made	during	photosynthe-
sis	and	shading	vegetative	
tillers.	 	 This	 can	 actually	
slow	 vegetative	 regrowth	
in	pastures.		In	addition,	the	
presence	 of	 the	 seedhead	
and	 stem	 also	 decreases	
forage	quality.		By	clipping	
or	harvesting	the	seedhead	
and	 stem,	 regrowth	 from	
the	 base	 of	 the	 plant	 can	
be	 stimulated	 and	 forage	
quality	can	be	increased.
	 Combined	with	a	timely	
first	harvest,	application	of	
40-60	lb	N/A	immediately	

after	 harvest	 can	 stimu-
late	 regrowth	 of	 pastures	
resulting	 a	 leafy	 second	
cutting.		It	also	can	help	to	
thicken	stands	and	exclude	
summer	weed	pressure.
	 After	 the	 second	 hay	
cutting	 or	 as	 we	 get	 into	
June	 in	 our	 pastures,	 rest	
cool-season	 grass	 stands	
and	allow	them	to	go	into	
summer	with	about	6	inch-
es	 of	 regrowth.	 	 This	 will	
allow	pasture	plants	to	ac-
cumulate	 stored	 carbohy-
drates	that	will	be	used	to	
adapt	to	the	hot	and	often	
dry	conditions	of	summer	
and	at	the	same	time	buf-
fer	 the	 temperatures	 that	
plant	 crowns	 are	 exposed	
to	 through	 shading.	 	 The	
best	way	 to	 rest	 cool-sea-
son	 pastures	 during	 the	
summer	 months	 is	 to	 in-
corporate	 warm-season	
grasses	 into	 your	 grazing	
system.	 	 This	will	 provide	
grazing	during	summer	the	
months	when	 cool-season	
pasture	 growth	 is	 limited	
by	high	temperatures.
	 For	 more	 information,	
contact	 the	 Estill	 County	
Extension	 Office	 at	 606-
723-4557.	
	 Educational	 programs	 of	 the	 Co-
operative	 Extension	 Service	 serve	 all	
people	regardless	of	economic	or	social	
status	 and	 will	 not	 discriminate	 on	 the	
basis	of	race,	color,	ethnic	origin,	nation-
al	origin,	creed,	religion,	political	belief,	
sex,	 sexual	orientation,	gender	 identity,	
gender	 expressions,	 pregnancy,	 marital	
status,	genetic	information,	age,	veteran	
status,	or	physical	or	mental	disability.
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Bible	Trivia	Answers
Now available by Wilson Casey! 2017 Bible 

Trivia box calendar loaded with daily teasers.

ANSWERS 1) Neither; 2) 
David; 3) Job; 4) Peace-
makers; 5) Esther; 6) Daniel
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Thin pasture and hayfield grass stands
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Backyard Beekeeping at the Museum	
	 Tammy	Horn	Potter,	Kentucky	State	Apia-
rist,	 will	 give	 a	 presentation	 on	 “Backyard	
Beekeeping”	on	Friday,	 June	15,	2018,	6:30	
–	 8:00	 p.m.,	 at	 the	 Estill	 County	 Historical	
Museum,	133/135	Broadway	in	Irvine,	Ken-
tucky.	
	 An	English	professor	by	 training,	Tammy	
Horn	Potter	decided	to	help	her	grandfather	
with	his	bees	 in	1997	and	 immediately	be-
came	smitten	with	 them.	Balancing	her	 ca-
reer	 as	 an	 English	 professor	 and	 hobbyist,	
Potter	wrote	Bees	in	America:	How	the	Hon-
ey	Bee	Shaped	a	Nation	which	was	published	
by	University	Press	of	KY	in	2005.	Potter	fol-
lowed	Bees	in	America	with	a	second	book,	
Beeconomy:	 What	Women	 and	 Bees	 teach	
us	about	Local	Trade	and	Global	Markets	in	
2012.	In	order	to	write	it,	she	went	to	Hawaii	
during	off-seasons	from	2006-2010	to	work	
in	the	queen	bee	production	industry.
	 In	2014,	Potter	became	the	KY	State	Api-
arist.	 Her	 primary	 goals	 as	 apiarist	 are	 to	
document	 hive	 health,	 promote	 economic	
development,	 and	 provide	 education	 and	
outreach.	 To	 date,	 she	 has	 partnered	 on	 a	
USDA	 grant	 to	 promote	 pollinator	 and	 ce-
rulean	habitat	in	Eastern	KY,	a	USDA-APHIS	
Honey	Bee	Health	Survey	grant,	and	imple-
mented	a	Hive	Count/Honey	Report	system	
for	the	state.	Tammy	has	served	as	president	
for	KY	State	Beekeepers	Association,	presi-
dent	of	Eastern	Apiculture	Society,	a	director	
on	Foundation	for	the	Preservation	of	Hon-
ey	Bees,	and	been	awarded	the	2010	North	
American	 Pollinator	 Protection	 Advocate	
Award	 as	 well	 as	 the	 Kentucky	 State	 Bee-
keeping	 Association	 Lifetime	 Achievement	
Award	and	KSBA	Beekeeper	of	the	Year.

PAINTED
ROOFING METAL

We offer 16 colors of our #1 grade
metal roofing tin cut to the inch. 

Now with a 40-year warranty, this
ensures a roof that will last for years. 
Higher Gauge -- Same Low Prices!! 
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome

Call 606-593-7080
We now accept Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf Creek Metal
Open five days for your convenience

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
LOCATED
1. 5 miles south of

Booneville, KY on Hwy. 11
in the Lone Oak Industrial Park


