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	 According	 to	 the	Cen-
ters	 for	 Disease	 Con-
trol	 (CDC)	 as	 of	 August	
7	 2018,	 human	 cases	
of	 West	 Nile	 virus	 have	
been	 diagnosed	 in	 the	
neighboring	 states	 of	
Illinois,	 Indiana,	 Ohio,	
Tennessee,	and	Virginia,.	
In	 addition,	 non-human	
cases	 (birds	 or	 mosqui-
toes) were identified 
in	 Missouri	 and	 West	
Virginia.	 On	 August	 31,	
2018,	the	Department	of	
Public	 Health	 and	 Well-
ness	reported	 that	West	
Nile	 (WNV)-infected	
mosquitoes	were	collect-
ed	in	traps	in	3	areas	of	
Louisville,	KY.	No	human	
cases	of	WNV	have	been	
reported	 in	 the	 state	 as	
of	August	5,	2018.
	 WNV	 is	 established	
in	 populations	 of	 sev-
eral	 bird	 species	 in	 the	
U.S.	 (especially	 crows)	
and	 circulates	 from	 in-
fected	 to	 uninfected	
birds	 through	 the	 bite	
of	certain	mosquito	spe-

cies.	Studies	indicate	that	
raccoons	also	may	serve	
as	 sources	 of	 the	 virus.	
Mosquitoes	that	feed	on	
infected	birds	and	mam-
mals	 act	 as	 bridge	 vec-
tors,	 transferring	 the	 vi-
rus	 to	 susceptible	 birds	
to	 mammals.	 Humans	
and equines are affected 
by	 the	 virus	 to	 varying	
degrees.
	 According	to	the	CDC,	
most	 people	 infected	
with	 WNV	 do	 not	 have	
symptoms.	 Only	 about	
1	 in	 5	 people	 who	 are	
infected	 develop	 a	 fever	
and	 other	 symptoms:	
headache,	 body	 aches,	
skin	 rash,	 and	 swollen	
lymph	 nodes.	 About	 1	
out	of	150	infected	peo-
ple	 develop	 a	 serious,	
sometimes	 fatal,	 illness.	
There	 are	 no	 protective	
vaccines	available	for	hu-
mans.
	 You	 can	 take	 the	 fol-
lowing	measures	to	min-
imize	chances	of	getting	
mosquito	bites:
	 • Use	Environmental	
Protection	Agency-reg-
istered	insect	repellents	
such	as	DEET,	Picaridin,	
IR	3535,	Lemon	eucalyp-
tus	oil,	or	2-undecanone.	
When	used	as	directed,	
these	repellents	are	
proven safe and effective 
for	pregnant	and	breast-
feeding	women.
	 • Drain	any	standing	
water	as	it	creates	po-
tential	mosquito	breed-

ing	sites.	This	includes	
bird	baths,	bottles	and	
any	other	items	with	wa-
ter-holding	capacity	like	
old	tires	or	trash.
	 • Fill	in	holes,	depres-
sions	and	puddles	in	
yards.
	 • Keep	gutters	in	
proper	working	order.
	 • Make	sure	door	and	
window	screens	are	in	
good	repair.
	 • Stay	indoors	be-
tween	4	p.m.	and	8	p.m.	
when	mosquitoes	are	
most	active.
	 • Wear	long-sleeve	
shirts	and	pants	when	
outdoors.
	 For	 more	 information	
on	 mosquito	 control,	
call the Extension office 
at	 723-4557	 or	 online	
at	 https://entomology.
ca.uky.edu/ef005	.

Defoliating
Caterpillars

	 We	 are	 seeing	 some	
oak	trees	being	attacked	
by	 a	 striped	 caterpillar.	
The	 orange-striped	 oak	
worm	 is	 an	 example	 of	
one	of	the	caterpillar	spe-
cies	 that	 can	 strip	 trees	
of	their	foliage	in	a	short	
period	 of	 time.	 Newly	
hatched	 larvae	 feed	 in	
groups	on	surface	tissue	
of	 leaves	 creating	 small	
irregular	 brown	 areas.	
They	 disperse	 as	 they	
grow	and	begin	to	eat	all	
of	 the	 leaf	 except	 main	

veins.	 Often,	 damage	 is	
not noticed until signifi-
cant	 defoliation	 occurs.	
By	then,	the	caterpillars	
have	 left	 the	 tree	 and	
burrowed	into	the	soil	to	
pupate.	
	 This	is	the	general	pat-
tern	followed	by	several	
species	 that	 are	 active	
in	 late	 summer.	 While	
there	 is	 aesthetic	 dam-
age,	 healthy	 trees	 gen-
erally	 survive	 with	 little	
crown	dieback	or	loss	of	
vigor.	 Caterpillar	 num-
bers	may	be	high	for	2	or	
3	 consecutive	 years	 but	
usually	are	regulated	by	
natural	enemies.
	 While	 most	 trees	 are	
too	 large	 to	 be	 sprayed	
with	 an	 insecticide,	
smaller	 trees	 can	 be	
treated	 to	 reduce	 cater-
pillar	 feeding	 damage.	
Some	examples	of	insec-
ticide	 brands	 are	 Sevin,	
Bonide	Eight	or	Captain	
Jack’s	 Dead	 Bug	 Brew,	
Spectracide	 Triazicide	
Insect	 Killer	 for	 Lawns	
&	 Landscapes,	 and	 Or-
tho	Bug-B-Gon	Max.	Fol-
low	the	label	directions.	
Any	 insecticide	 listing	
caterpillars	 on	 the	 label	
should be effective. For 
other	 details,	 call	 us	 at	
723-4557.
	 Educational	 programs	 of	 the	 Co-
operative	 Extension	 Service	 serve	 all	
people	regardless	of	economic	or	social	
status	 and	 will	 not	 discriminate	 on	 the	
basis	of	race,	color,	ethnic	origin,	nation-
al	origin,	creed,	religion,	political	belief,	
sex,	 sexual	orientation,	gender	 identity,	
gender	 expressions,	 pregnancy,	 marital	
status,	genetic	information,	age,	veteran	
status,	or	physical	or	mental	disability.
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ANSWERS 1) Old; 2) Solo-
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