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	 Fruit	flies	are	common	
household	 pests	 at	 this	
time	 of	 year.	 Adults	 are	
about	an	eighth-inch	long	
and	usually	have	red	eyes.	
The	 front	portion	of	 the	
body	is	tan	and	the	rear	
portion	 is	 black.	 Fruit	
flies	 lay	 their	 eggs	 near	
the	 surface	 of	 ferment-
ing	foods	or	other	moist,	
organic	 materials.	 Upon	
emerging,	the	tiny	larvae	
continue	to	feed	near	the	
surface	 of	 the	 ferment-
ing	 mass.	 This	 surface-
feeding	 characteristic	 of	
the	 larvae	 is	 significant	
in	that	damaged	or	over-

ripened	portions	of	fruits	
and	 vegetables	 can	 be	
cut	away	without	having	
to	discard	the	remainder	
for	 fear	of	 retaining	any	
developing	 larvae.	 The	
reproductive	 potential	
of	fruit	flies	is	enormous;	
given	 the	 opportunity,	
they	 will	 lay	 about	 500	
eggs.	The	entire	lifecycle	
from	egg	to	adult	can	be	
completed	 in	 about	 a	
week.	
	 Internet	sources	show	
many	 creative	 ways	 to	
deal	with	them,	but	most	
are	focused	on	killing	or	
trapping	 the	adults.	The	
key	 to	 eradicating	 per-
sistent	problems	is	find-
ing	sources	of	infestation	
and	 eliminating	 them.	
Finding	the	source(s)	can	
be	 very	 challenging	 and	
often	will	 require	much	
thought	and	persistence.	
Fermenting	or	over-ripe	
fruits	and	vegetables	are	
common	 sources,	 but	 if	
they	 are	 not	 the	 issue,	
then	 expand	 the	 search	
to	garbage	cans,	garbage	

disposals,	 and	 drains.	
Cracked	 or	 damaged	
portions	 of	 fruits	 and	
vegetables	should	be	cut	
away	 and	 discarded	 to	
eliminate	eggs	or	 larvae	
present	 in	wounded	 ar-
eas.	A	 single	 rotting	po-
tato	 or	 onion	 forgotten	
at	the	back	of	a	closet	or	
fruit	juice	spillage	under	
a	 refrigerator	 can	breed	
hundreds	 of	 fruit	 flies,	
as	 can	 a	 recycling	 bin	
stored	 in	 the	 basement	
which	 is	 never	 emptied	
or	cleaned.
	 Baited	 traps	 can	 be	
used	to	collect	adults	and	
may	reduce	small	infesta-
tions	but	are	unlikely	 to	
solve	 chronic	 problems.	
Traps	 can	 be	 helpful	 in	
identifying	rooms	or	sites	
that	 are	 producing	 the	
flies.	 More	 information	
is	 available	 in	UK	publi-
cation	 ENTFACT-621	 on	
fruit	flies.	For	your	copy,	
contact	the	Estill	County	
Extension	 office	 at	 723-
4557	 or	 visit	 the	 web-
page	 https://entomol-

ogy.ca.uky.edu/ef621	for	
details.
KFGC Field Day 
is in Morehead

	 Forage	 producers	 are	
invited	 to	 join	 the	 Ken-
tucky	Forage	and	Grass-
land	Council	at	the	More-
head	 State	 University	
farm	September	6th.	Reg-
istration	 begins	 at	 4:30	
p.m.,	 with	 the	 program	
beginning	 at	 5:15	 p.m.	
Topics	 include	 Stockpil-
ing	tall	fescue,	alleviating	
tall	fescue	toxicosis,	mak-
ing	 quality	 baleage,	 and	
constructing	 long	 term	
high	traffic	areas.	Dinner	
will	 be	 provided	 by	 the	
MSU-FFA.	 Pre-register	
for	this	free	event	by	vis-
iting	internet	site	https:/
/18KFGCFieldDayEast.
eventbrite.com.
	
	 Educational	 programs	 of	 the	 Co-
operative	 Extension	 Service	 serve	 all	
people	regardless	of	economic	or	social	
status	 and	 will	 not	 discriminate	 on	 the	
basis	of	race,	color,	ethnic	origin,	nation-
al	origin,	creed,	religion,	political	belief,	
sex,	 sexual	orientation,	gender	 identity,	
gender	 expressions,	 pregnancy,	 marital	
status,	genetic	information,	age,	veteran	
status,	or	physical	or	mental	disability.
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ANSWERS 1) Neither; 2) 
Two; 3) 30; 4) Adoniram; 5) 
Six; 6) Profit
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Fruit Flies Inside The Home

The highest 
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friends, family 
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partners.
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	 Jason	E.	Crowe,	Irvine,	Kentucky,	has	been	elected	as	
a	delegate	to	the	135rd	Annual	American	Angus	Asso-
ciation®	Convention	of	Delegates,	Nov.	5	at	Columbus	
Convention	Center	in	Columbus,	Ohio,	reports	Allen	Moc-
zygemba,	CEO	of	the	American	Angus	Association.
	 Crowe,	a	member	of	the	American	Angus	Association	
with	headquarters	in	Saint	Joseph,	Mo.,	is	one	of	329	An-
gus	breeders	who	have	been	elected	by	fellow	members	
in	their	state	to	serve	as	a	representative	at	the	annual	
meeting.	Representing	44	states	and	the	District	of	Colum-
bia,	the	delegates	will	participate	in	the	business	meeting	

and	elect	new	officers	and	five	directors	to	the	American	
Angus	Association	board.
	 The	annual	meeting	will	take	place	in	conjunction	
with	the	2018	Angus	Convention,	Nov.	3-5,	in	Columbus,	
Ohio.	The	event	is	open	to	anyone	in	the	cattle	business	
and	will	feature	high-profile	keynote	speakers;	education-
al	sessions,	including	thought	leaders	from	every	industry	
sector;	entertainment;	evening	galas;	prize	giveaways;	and	
an	expansive	trade	show.	Visit	www.angusconvention.
com	to	learn	more	or	to	register.	The	early	registration	
discount	of	$175	ends	Sept.	30.

Crowe elected Angus Convention delegate


