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A Common Problem
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian church

	 Samson,	 Solomon,	 and	 David	 had	 something	
in	 common,	 beside	 being	 men	 who	 were	 Hebrews	
and	 knowing	 God.	 Solomon	 and	 David	 were	 both	
kings	 of	 Israel,	 while	 Samson	 was	 a	 judge,	 but	 they	
all	 had	 a	 weakness	 for	 women.	 Being	 strong,	 wise,	
and	 having	 power	 over	 men,	 yet,	 these	 had	 a	 com-
mon	weakness	that	 is	shared	by	most	men	-	women.
Samson	was	strong	and	was	victorious	in	battle,	killing	
a	 thousand	 men	 with	 the	 jawbone	 of	 an	 ass.	 (Judges	
15:15).	Yet,	he	met	defeat	at	the	hands	of	a	woman.	This	
cost	 him	 his	 freedom,	 his	 eyes,	 and	 his	 strength	 that	
God	had	given	him.	At	the	end	it	cost	him	his	life.	Men	
throughout	history	have	likewise	fallen	under	the	spell	
of	lust	for	some	woman.	The	result	is	often	the	breaking	
up	of	home,	marriage,	and	the	harm	done	to	the	chil-
dren.	It	has	even	happened	to	folks	who	go	to	church	
and	are	believers	 in	Christ.	Samson	was	a	believer	 in	
God,	 but	 disobeyed	 his	 commands	 to	 follow	 his	 pas-
sions.	Look	at	this	man	who	let	his	desires	rule	him,	and	
consider	the	result.

	 King	 David	 was	 a	 man	 blessed	 by	 God	 and	 had	
great	 promises	 made	 to	 him.	 Given	 victory	 in	 battle,	
power,	 riches,	 and	 brought	 from	 the	 sheepfold	 to	 the	
throne	of	Israel.	David	had	several	wives,	yet	in	a	mo-
ment	of	lust,	committed	adultery,	then	murder	when	he	
saw	another	man’s	wife	and	gave	in	to	his	lust	for	her.
	 If	 someone	 had	 told	 king	 David	 that	 he	 would	
lie,	cheat,	dishonor	God,	and	even	commit	murder,	he	
would	have	angrily	denied	such	a	thing.	When	he	start-
ed	down	the	path	that	led	to	his	evil	deeds	he	couldn’t	
see	where	it	was	taking	him.	His	sin	not	only	hurt	him,	
but	his	family,	and	the	lives	of	many	other	people.	That	
is	what	sin	does,	it	is	deceptive,	and	brings	about	death	
and	destruction.	No	matter	how	many	examples	that	a	
person	knows	of,	he	will	usually	think	that	it	can’t	hap-
pen	to	him.	It	not	only	can,	it	will,	if	he	listens	to	the	evil	
one	and	his	lies.
	 Solomon	didn’t	learn	from	David’s	example	in	re-
gard	to	having	multiple	wives.	Not	having	a	stable	re-
lationship	with	one	wife	as	God	intended,	there	were	
problems among the children of the different wives. 
Solomon	 had	 more	 wives	 than	 any	 other	 man	 in	 the	
bible.	Not	only	did	he	have	seven	hundred	wives,	but	he	
also	had	three	hundred	concubines.	This	was	in	viola-

tion	of	God’s	commands	(Deuteronomy 17:17)	
	 Once	again	the	scriptures	show	the	confusion	and	
troubles	 that	 arose	 because	 of	 such	 an	 arrangement.	
There	was	jealously	and	envy	between	the	children	and	
no	real	harmony	in	the	home	life.	These	women	from	
different nations brought their gods and beliefs with 
them	and	caused	Solomon	to	lose	his	walk	with	God.
	 None	of	the	three	men,	Samson,	David,	and	Solo-
mon,	 had	 any	 thought	 that	 allowing	 their	 desire	 to	
lead	them	would	result	 in	the	sins	that	they	commit-
ted.	 There	 was	 a	 song	 some	 years	 ago	 that	 said	 that	
sin	would	cost	you	more	than	you	wanted	to	pay	and	
would	take	you	farther	than	you	wanted	to	go.	It	is	true,	
for	no	one	can	control	sin,	although	many	people	think	
that	they	can.	History	has	shown	many	sad	folks	who	
regretted	 their	 actions	 when	 time	 brought	 about	 the	
fruits	of	their	sins.
	 Men	and	women	today	still	haven’t	learned	from	
the	 examples	 of	 the	 past.	 There	 are	 so	 many	 broken	
homes	 and	 relationships	 because	 people	 still	 follow	
their	lusts.	Adultery	comes	about	when	someone,	man	
or	woman,	sees	someone	else	and	allows	their	desires	
to	rule	them.	Sin	is	the	result,	along	with	divorce	and	
the	hurt	and	anger	that	goes	along	with	it.	God	made	
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