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	 Late season caterpillars 
are out in full force. Many 
use camouflage or secre-
tive behavior to avoid 
predators. In contrast, 
stinging caterpillars have 
brittle, hollow spines con-
nected to venom glands. 
These spines easily pen-
etrate and break off in the 
skin. Then, the irritating 

venom goes to work. Re-
actions to the chemicals 
vary from slight irritation 
to pustules, inflammation, 
and intense pain. Contact 
usually comes when a per-
son accidentally brushes 
against a caterpillar that 
they did not see.

The Saddleback
	 The saddleback or 
packsaddle caterpillar 
is one of the most famil-
iar stinging caterpillars. 
It has prominent horns 

on the front and rear. Its 
stings can cause severe ir-
ritation. Saddlebacks feed 
on deciduous trees such 
as basswood, chestnut, 
cherry, oak, and occasion-
ally they can be found on 
corn.
	 Not all stingers provide 
a visual warning. For ex-
ample, the hag moth cat-
erpillar resembles a dried 
leaf. This brown caterpil-
lar has nine pairs of fleshy 
lobes, all with stinging 
hairs. It is usually found 
on lower branches of as-
sorted trees and shrubs, 
including oak, chestnut, 
dogwood, sassafras, and 
ash.
The tiny spines may be 
lifted from the skin with 
pieces of masking tape 
applied to the site. Do not 

rub the area until they 
are removed. Wash the 
wound with soap and 
warm water. Place an ice 
pack or cold compress on 
the wound intermittently 
(15 minutes on and 15 
minutes off). See a physi-
cian if there is a severe or 
persistent reaction to the 
toxin.
	 More information on 
stinging caterpillars is on 
the UK Entomology web-
page at www.ca.uky.edu/
entomology/entfacts/
ef003.asp or call 723-
4557. 
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Bible Trivia Answers
Now available by Wilson Casey! 2017 Bible 

Trivia box calendar loaded with daily teasers.

ANSWERS 1) Old; 2) Noon; 
3) Baker; 4) Michael; 5) Bread; 
6) Plant

Puzzle Answers
September 5, 2018

Watch Out for Stinging Caterpillars

The highest 
compliment 

my clients can 
give me is the 
referral of their 
friends, family 
and business 

partners.

Thank you!

Serving Estill County over 18 Years

Stickeler’s Answer on Page 11

Stickeler’s Puzzle

Farming News
from Extension Agent Eric Baker____________________________________________

Thursday, September 6th @ 10:00am____________________________________________
Rinse & Return Program	

	 The Rinse and Return Plastic Pesticide Contain-
er Recycling Program will be offered once again in 
Estill County this fall. This Kentucky Department 
of Agriculture program collects triple-rinsed, plas-
tic pesticide containers for recycling.  All farmers 
are encouraged to participate. Please remember, 
pesticide containers must be triple-rinsed, label 
packets removed, and no lids should be present. 
All containers received will be inspected.
	 The 2018 Rinse and Return collection date 
is Thursday, September 6th, 10:00 a.m. to noon 
at the Estill County Extension Office, 76 Golden 
Court (off Stacy Lane) in Irvine. For more infor-
mation, call 723-4557.____________________________________________
Thursday, September 6th @ 4:30pm____________________________________________

Stockpiling Tall Fescure	
	 Forage producers are invited to join the Ken-
tucky Forage and Grassland Council at the 
Morehead State University farm September 6th. 
Registration begins at 4:30 p.m., with the pro-
gram beginning at 5:15 p.m. Pre-register for 
this free event by visiting internet site https://
18KFGCFieldDayEast.eventbrite.com.____________________________________________
Thursday, September 20th @ 10:00am____________________________________________

Pawpaw & Horticulture Event	
	 You are invited to Kentucky State University’s 
Third Thursday Thing on Thursday, September 
20th, at 10:00 a.m. This agriculture event focuses 
on pawpaws and horticulture.
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