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Some Say, “We Will Not Do It”

by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

In the days of Jeremiah a group of people came to him, desir-
ing to know the will of God. At least that is what they claimed,
and they even swore to do what God said whether it was good, or
bad. Babylon had defeated the Jews and had carried many away
captive. Those that remained were to remain in the land and to be
in submission to the king of Babylon because of the sins of the
nation. When Jeremiah told them the will of God, they basically
called him a liar and refused to follow the word of God. (Jer-
emiah 42-44).

Isn’t it much the same today? There are those who come be-
fore the Lord in the house of worship supposedly to hear God’s
word. When they hear it they refuse to do it. They may not be like
the Jews that went to Egypt against the will of God. Those Jews
plainly said, “As for the word that thou hast spoken unto us in the
name of the LORD, we will not hearken unto thee,” (Jeremiah
44:16). At least they had the boldness to say what they believed
where most people of today do not.

What was the purpose of those people coming to Jeremiah if
they already knew what they were going to do? He didn’t go seek
them out to tell them, they came to him and asked him to talk to

God and find out what they were supposed to do. They promised
to do whatever the Lord wanted them to do. When 1t was not what
they wanted to hear they got angry and would not obey the Lord.

Today I see much similarity between them and a lot of people
in the church. They call for a preacher to preach God’s Word and
say that they want to hear the truth. Then when the message is not
what they want to hear they go ahead and do what they really want
to do. If the preacher is not preaching the truth then they need to
try to find one that will. Many though had rather be entertained
than taught the true Word of God.

For instance the bible tells us to seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteous. Do you know of many that will actually do
this? There are a few, but the majority go their own way. No one
who puts God first in his life forsakes the house of worship and
stays home to watch TV, or to go visiting, shopping, or anything
else. Unless there is sickness, or some emergency the true believer
will be in the house of God to worship the Lord. Giving God the
scraps of our time 1s not the way of true worship, yet many come
to church when there is not something else that they want to do.

Visit the sick? Jesus said that his followers should do that, and
he didn’t mean to visit just family, or friends. Too many people
think that this is just a job for the preacher and that they have no
responsibility to do it. I have had several through the years who
were diseased, hurt, or in some way home bound and unable to

come to church. They would ask me to tell the church to come
and visit them, saying that my wife and I were the only ones to
come. These poor sick saints were hurt and discouraged because
they were forgotten by those who claimed to love them. They that
won’t visit the sick should read the words of Jesus in Matthew
25:31-46. Jesus told them that as they had done, or not done, to
others, they had done unto him.

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life: and they are they which testify of me,” John 5:39. When Je-
sus said this he was talking to the Jews who opposed him, not to a
group of preachers. Why do so many feel that the preacher should
know the bible but that no one else needs to read it? I have been
told that it is hard to understand, hard to remember, and a lot of
others excuses for not reading it. Well, I suppose one excuse is as
good as another. If a person is willing to tell the Lord that then try
it and see how it works out.

[ wonder as well, if there will be much of a church in the fu-
ture, at least in some places. Several small churches are in danger
of closing, and even some larger ones struggle to continue. Why?
To me the answer 1s lack of interest in the membership. The older
members are passing away and a lot of the younger people just
don’t seem to care as much. Children are often not brought to
church and they see little in the example at home to inspire them
to trust in the Lord.
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