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ANSWERS 1) Old; 2) 1; 3) 
Jacob; 4) Job; 5) Sheep; 6) 
Annas
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 ● Tables & Chairs (We do special orders!)
 ● New Mattresses and Box Springs
 ● New Bedroom Suites
 ● New Living Room Suites
 ● New Recliners & Lift Chairs

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NO PROBLEM!
EASY FINANCING BY

Free Delivery & Set Up

Furniture
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	 Woodland	owners	and	
forest	 enthusiasts	 take	
note	 of	 the	 White	 Oak	
Initiative	.	.	.	a	collabora-
tion	to	ensure	the	 long-
term	 sustainability	 of	
America’s	white	oak	and	
the	economic,	social,	and	
conservation benefits de-
rived	 from	 a	 white	 oak	
dominated	forest.
	 White	oak	is	a	corner-
stone	species	from	south-
west	Maine	to	northern	
Florida,	 from	 Wiscon-
sin	 to	 Alabama,	 cover-
ing	most	of	 the	Eastern	
United	 States.	 White	
oak	 is	 strong,	 durable,	
hard,	and	heavy	making	
it	ideal	for	barrel	staves,	
lumber, flooring, veneer, 
paneling	 and	 furniture.	
In	 addition,	 wildlife	 are	
dependent	 upon	 these	
trees	for	habitat	and	food	
source.	 While	 currently	
white	oak	growing	stocks	
are sufficient to meet de-
mand,	forest	monitoring	
and	 long-term	 projec-
tions	 indicate	problems	

in	maintaining	high-qual-
ity	 white	 oak	 regenera-
tion.	Without	coordinat-
ed	and	sustained	action,	
these	forests	will	contin-
ue	to	shrink	and	we	will	
be	faced	with	meaningful	
reductions	 in	white	oak	
forests	and	 timber	sup-
plies.	
	 The	White	Oak	Initia-
tive	 is	 made	 up	 of	 con-
servation	organizations,	
white	oak	dependent	or	
interested	 industries,	
trade	associations,	state	
and	federal	agencies,	uni-
versities	(including	Uni-
versity	of	Kentucky’s	for-
estry	 department),	 and	
non-profits working to 
ensure	the	long-term	sus-
tainability	 of	 America’s	
white	oak	and	contribut-
ing	to	the	conservation	of	
white	oak	and	white	oak-
dominated	 forests.	 The	
group	 recognizes	 that	
this	is	a	challenge	requir-
ing	 all	 of	 our	 groups	 to	
work	together	in	order	to	
make a meaningful differ-
ence	in	the	woods	across	
the	 eastern	 and	 central	
United	States.
	 Since	 the	 steering	
committee	formed	in	late	
2017,	 the	 Initiative	 has	
recruited	more	partners,	
laid	out	a	roadmap	to	cre-
ate	a	white	oak	conserva-
tion	 plan,	 and	 applied	
for	two	Landscape	Scale	
Restoration	grants	from	
the	United	States	Forest	
Service	 (USFS)	 plus	 re-
cruited	17	state	forestry	

agencies	to	collaborate	on	
this	project,	drafted	basic	
communication	 materi-
als	 including	 a	 website,	
and	hired	a	director	and	
project	coordinators.	
	 Since	receiving	the	two	
USFS	landscape	scale	res-
toration	(LSR)	grants,	the	
Initiative	 has	 been	 able	
to	work	with	partners	to	
get	 private	 sector	 com-
mitments	 of	 more	 than	
$400,000	to	help	provide	
the	 needed	 matching	
funds	for	the	federal	and	
state	LSR	project.	
	 The	 Initiative’s	 next	
steps	include:	1)	prepar-
ing	 a	 range	 wide	 white	
and	upland	oak	conser-
vation	 assessment	 and	
plan;	2)	learn	more	about	
what	others	are	doing	to	
support	 our	 white	 oak	
forests	and	help	to	sup-
port those efforts. 3) seek 
input	from	partners	and	
stakeholders	and	recruit	
supporters;	 4)	 support	
research	 on	 oak	 health,	
population,	age,	genetic	
diversity	 and	 economic	
and	jobs	impact;	5)	tech-
nical	assistance	for	both	

private	 and	 public	 land	
owners	 to	 encourage	
white	oak;	6)	prepare	on	
the	ground	implementa-
tion	strategies	to	engage	
family	forest	owners	and	
public	land	foresters;	7)	
develop	 a	 communica-
tion	strategy	to	educate	
landowners,	 the	 public	
and	others	about	the	is-
sues	and	opportunities;	
and	8)	identify	policy	so-
lutions	 to	support	state	
and	 federal	 programs	
supporting	 white	 oak	
sustainability.	
	 If	 you	 are	 interested	
in	 learning	 more	 about	
the	White	Oak	Initiative,	
go	to	www.whiteoakini-
tiative.org	or	email	Jordy	
Jordahl	at	 jjordahl@for-
estfoundation.org	 	 .	 For	
general	 forestry	 infor-
mation,	contact	the	Estill	
County Extension office 
at 723-4557. 
		 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.
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