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	 I Can’t

by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church
	 The phrase “I can’t” is often used and, I believe, is 
used in place of “I don’t want to.” When people say, “I 
can’t” it implies that they would like to do it, but are not 
able to do it. They may go on to say that they don’t have 
the time, the know-how, or the ability. It also says, “I’m 
not willing to even try.” While it is true that there are 
some things that a person can’t do, I don’t buy into the 
idea that a person can’t do anything. To some it’s just 
easier to say “I can’t” and to not take the time, or effort, to 
do anything for the Lord.
 	 In Genesis 18:14 God asked this question, “Is any 
thing too hard for the LORD?” Anyone who believes in 
God would say that he can do anything. Reading through 
the scriptures we see that the Lord gave men wisdom, 
strength, and other abilities as they had need. The per-
son who believes in God and trusts him can do most any-
thing, but the one who doubts and doesn’t really want to 
serve the Lord does nothing.
	  To say, “I can’t” and to not try is to say that God 
called me to do something that I don’t have the ability 

to do. If that were true then the Lord would be unfair in 
asking a person to do something that he couldn’t do. God 
is not cruel and will not give us a task that we can’t do. If 
he called you to do it then you can do it. All you have to do 
is to trust the Lord and do your best. Someone once said, 
“Where God guides, God provides.” How true that is, God 
does provide his servants that which is needed.
	  What is the key to serving the Lord? It is simple if 
we stop and think about it. First thing is to trust in God 
and in him alone. If he has called a person to serve in 
some way then God will help him to do the task. He that 
trusts in himself will fail. Why? His pride will get in the 
way, showing that he is not in the right spirit.
	  Second, it is not only what we do, or try to do, but 
why we do it. Are we trying to look important and want 
folks to think that we are good? Whether therefore ye 
eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God. 1 Corinthians 10:31. We are to serve God and to glo-
rify him and not to seek praise for ourselves. As the song 
says, “To God be the glory.” It is sad to see a person who 
may sing, teach, or even preach thinking that he, or she, 
is the best that has ever done it. I remember a joke that I 
read once, at least I think it was a joke, where a preacher 
and his wife was going home after church. She asked 

him, “Who told you that you were the greatest preacher 
that ever lived?” Surprised he said, “Why, no one!” She 
said, “Where in the world then, did you get the idea?”
 	 God calls us to step out on faith and to leave our 
comfort zone. Why are so many nervous when they do 
something for the Lord for the first time? I believe it is 
a fear of failure. We don’t like to fail at anything, but es-
pecially in the Lord’s work. We don’t want to be embar-
rassed at not doing well and so it is easier to let some-
body else do it.
	 Doesn’t that come back to the issue of pride? We’re 
worried about how we look in the eyes of other people.
 	 I have seen those who, when asked to do some ser-
vice, answered, “I’ll try.” They went on to do the task at 
hand. We may not be able to do something as well as an-
other person can do it, for we are not all the same. God 
desires that we do what we can according to the ability 
that he gave us. That’s all he asks, that we step out on 
faith and do our best for him. We are to be concerned 
with what he thinks, not what other people think or say.
 	 Let each of us do what we can to serve the Lord. We 
can’t do everything, but each of us can do something. The 
Lord won’t accept “I can’t” as an excuse so we shouldn’t 
even try to use it as one.
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