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	 Topping damages hun-
dreds of trees each year 
in Kentucky. Many people 
are unaware of the detri-
mental effects of topping. 
Trees are subjected to a 
number of stresses, in-
cluding late freezes and 
drought, during their 
lifetime. Topping is also a 
form of stress, but it is a 
stress that can be avoid-
ed.
	 Topping involves dras-
tic removal or cutting 
back of large branches 
in mature trees leaving 
stubs. Topping can make 
a tree hazardous and re-
duce its life. This practice 
is frequently the result of 
trying to manage trees 
incorrectly planted under 
power lines or too close 
to structures.  Site selec-
tion must always be con-
sidered before planting in 
order to provide the tree 
with sufficient room to 
grow.
	 Some homeowners be-

lieve that stimulation of 
new growth associated 
with topping is actually 
beneficial to the tree. Al-
though the tree appears 
rejuvenated with new fo-
liage and branches, this 
only serves to mask the 
real damage. Trees are 
mistakenly topped, under 
the best of intentions, to 
remove potentially haz-
ardous dead and diseased 
branches. Unfortunately, 
topping indiscriminately 
removes healthy and un-
healthy limbs. Problem 
limbs are best removed 
by selective pruning in-
stead of topping. In some 
situations, removing large 
limbs may be necessary; 
however, correct pruning 
alternatives such as prop-
er early training, selective 
thinning out of branches 
and limbs, or whole tree 
removal should be con-
sidered and adopted. 
	 Removing much of the 
tree canopy upsets the 
crown-to-root ratio and 
cause serious interrup-
tion of the tree’s food sup-
ply and exposes bark to 
the sun. A 20-year-old tree 
has developed 20 years 
worth of leaf surface area. 
This leaf surface is needed 
to manufacture sufficient 
food to feed and support 
20 years worth of branch-
es, trunks and roots.  Re-
moving the tree’s normal 
canopy suddenly exposes 

bark to the sun’s direct 
rays, often scalding newly 
exposed outer bark. Serve 
sun scald will cause the 
bark to split and obstruct 
the flow of nutrients. Top-
ping not only cuts off a 
major portion of the tree’s 
food-making potential, it 
also severely depletes the 
tree’s stored reserves. It is 
an open invitation for the 
tree’s slow starvation. 
	 Large branch stubs 
left from topping seldom 
close or callus. Nutrients 
are no longer transported 
to large stubs and that 
part of the tree becomes 
unable to seal off the in-
jury. This leaves stubs vul-
nerable to insect invasion 
and fungal decay. Once de-
cay has begun in a branch 
stub, it may spread into 
the main trunk, ultimately 
killing the tree.
	 Topping removes all 
existing buds that would 
ordinarily produce nor-
mal sturdy branches and 
instead stimulates re-
growth of dense, upright 
branches just below the 
pruning cut. The water-
sprouts or suckers that 
result from topping are 
not well integrated into 
the wood of the tree and 
because of their weak 
connections and vulner-
ability will frequently 
break.  Large limbs then 
fall creating a dangerous 
situation that must be 

remedied by tree remov-
al.  Since watersprout re-
growth is generally rapid 
and vigorous, a topped 
tree often will grow back 
to its original height faster 
and denser than a tree 
that has been properly 
pruned or thinned. This 
makes topping, at best, 
only a temporary solution 
to oversized trees. Some 
tree species such as sugar 
maple, oak and beech do 
not readily produce wa-
tersprouts. Without the 
resulting foliage, a bare 
trunk results and the tree 
quickly dies. Deteriorat-
ing branch stubs, along 
with weak sucker growth, 
make topped trees highly 
vulnerable to wind and 
ice damage.
	 From an aesthetic as-
pect, topping disfigures 
the tree. Unsightly branch 
stubs, conspicuous prun-
ing cuts and a broom-like 
branch growth replace its 
natural beauty and form. 
For more information 
on topping and pruning 
information, contact the 
Estill County Cooperative 
Extension Service at 723-
4557. 
	 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.
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Farming News
from Extension Agent Eric Baker____________________________________________

Farmers Should Document
Flooding and Storm Damage

	 Estill County has seen significant flooding this week 
and many farmers have flood damage and scattered de-
bris that will have to be removed from the fields. In addi-
tion, spring time storms can damage property as well. 
After discussing this situation with USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA), it is suggested that farmers document 
damage with pictures, labor and repair receipts, third-
party witness statement, and other records that can help 
prove the loss. If any assistance program is made avail-
able, proper documentation will be necessary.
	 For more details, farmers can contact the Madison 
County FSA at 859-624-1980. Above all, please be safe 
in dealing with any flooded areas and debris cleanup.
____________________________________________
Thursday, February 28th @ 6:30pm____________________________________________

Genetically Engineered Crops
	 Estill Cooperative Extension will host a seminar to 
provide scientific, research-based information on the risks 
and benefits of genetically engineered crops, sometimes 
called GMO’s technology.  
	 Our seminar on the Risks & Benefits of Genetically 
Engineered Crops will be Thursday, February 28th, 6:30 
p.m., at the Estill County Extension office 76 Golden 
Court in Irvine. Our guest speaker is Dr. Paul Vincelli, 
UK Extension Plant Pathologist. Please call 723-4557 if 
you are coming so we can have enough handouts for ev-
eryone.____________________________________________
Friday, March 8th @ 6:30pm____________________________________________
Beef Quality Care Assurance Training

	 Attention cattle producers! The Estill County Coop-
erative Extension Service will host a Beef Quality Care 
Assurance (BQCA) training on Friday, March 8th, 6:30 
p.m., at the Extension office, 76 Golden Court, Irvine. 
Participants will have a comprehensive training includ-
ing proper cattle handling techniques, proper nutrition, 
animal health procedures, health disorders, handling fa-
cilities and hauling, and more. Everyone will take short 
written exams per module and those passing will receive 
a manual, chute-side procedural sheet, and a trailering 
bumper sticker. The cost for the certification is $5 which 
is payable by check to the Kentucky Beef Network. There 
is an option to receive a barn sign for an additional $5 fee. 
For more information or to pre-register, contact the Estill 
County Cooperative Extension Service at 723-4557.____________________________________________
Thursday, March 14th @ 6:00pm____________________________________________

March Cattle Producer Meeting
	 Extension and Estill County Cattlemen’s Association 
are having a cattle producer meeting on Thursday, March 
14th, 6:00 p.m., at the Estill County Extension office. 
The meeting is sponsored by Multimin USA, producer 
of an injectable trace mineral product for cattle. Multimin 
technical veterinarian Dr. Dan Tracy will discuss trace 
minerals, different forms of supplementation, challenges 
that exist that impact the trace mineral status of cattle, and 
influence of trace minerals have on cattle immune and 
reproductive system. A catered meal will be provided. 
Please pre-register by March 11th by calling 723-4557. 
Estill County Cattlemen’s Association will have a busi-
ness meeting afterward.


