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ANSWERS 1) Neither; 2) 
Isaiah; 3) Engaged; 4) Angel 
appearance; 5) Jerusalem; 6) 
Does not
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	 The	 American	 holly	
(Ilex	opaca)	tree	is	a	com-
mon	 component	 of	 the	
American	Christmas	holi-
day	decorations.	Its	bright	
red	 berries	 and	 unique	
glossy	green	leaves	make	
it	 a	 popular	 addition	 to	
landscapes	as	well.	Leg-
end	 says	 when	 the	 Pil-
grims	landed	at	Plymouth	
Rock,	 the	 native	 holly	
reminded	 them	 of	 the	
European	 holly	 which	
had	 been	 a	 symbol	 of	
Christmas	 for	 centuries.	
Early	in	the	20th	century,	
American	holly’s	popular-
ity	caused	it	to	become	so	
scarce	that	Delaware	and	
Maryland	 passed	 a	 law	

banning	the	sale	of	fresh	
American	holly.
	 American	holly	is	a	na-
tive	evergreen	tree	com-
mon	from	Massachusetts	
to	 Florida	 westward	 to	
Texas.	It	 is	a	slow	grow-
ing	tree,	reaching	heights	
of	 35-50	 feet	 and	 trunk	
circumference	 from	 30-
50	inches.	The	Kentucky’s	
state	champion	American	
holly	tree	is	located	in	Bath	
County	and	measures	54	
feet	in	height	and	an	as-
tounding	7.5	feet	around.
	 American	holly	prefers	
a	moist,	slightly	acid	soil	
and	grows	well	in	full	sun	
to	partial	shade.		Both	male	
and	female	trees	must	be	
in	the	same	area	to	pro-
duce	berries.	While	both	
produce	 creamy	 white	
flowers in late spring, only 
the	females	produce	fruit.	
One	male	plant	is	required	
for	pollinating	up	to	eight	
female	trees.	A	ratio	of	1:3	
male	 to	 female	 trees	 is	
about	the	optimum	num-
ber	 for	 pollination	 and	
production	of	berries.	The	
berries	appear	in	mid-au-
tumn	and	serve	as	a	major	
food	source	for	migrating	

small	birds	such	as	cedar	
waxwings and goldfinch-
es	as	well	as	deer,	squirrel,	
and	turkeys.	The	berries	
are	poisonous	to	humans.
	 There	 are	 over	 1,000	
cultivars	of	American	hol-
ly.	Some	varieties	produce	
yellow	 berries	 so	 check	
the	label	or	buy	when	the	
berries	are	on	 the	plant	
to	be	sure	of	 their	color	
and	if	it	is	a	female	plant.	
Unpruned,	 their	 natural	
form	is	a	pleasing	pyrami-
dal	shape,	but	if	you	must	
prune,	note	 that	berries	
appear	 on	 the	 current	
year’s	growth.	Pruning	is	
best	 done	 in	 December;	

pruning after flowers 
form	 in	 the	 spring	 will	
mean	fewer	berries.	
	 For	 more	 home	 land-
scape	plant	information,	
contact	the	Estill	County	
Extension	Service	at	606-
723-4557.	 The	 Exten-
sion office will be closed 
December	23rd	through	
January	1st	for	the	holi-
days.	 We	 wish	 you	 all	 a	
Merry	 Christmas	 and	
Happy	New	Year!	
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operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
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Farming News
-------------------------------------------

January, 2020
Fruit Tree Rootstock Orders

	 The	Estill	Extension	Service	will	be	taking	or-
ders	 for	 apple	 and	 pear	 rootstocks	 in	 January	
2020.		If	you	want	to	propagate	a	favorite	apple	
or	pear,	grafting	is	one	of	the	easiest	ways	to	pre-
serve	that	cultivar.		To	graft,	you	will	need	scion	
wood	(terminal	branch	segments	from	last	year’s	
growth	collected	at	the	end	of	February)	and	a	
rootstock.		If	you	do	not	know	how	to	graft,	come	
by our office for information or assistance.
	 Although	rootstock	inventory	has	been	tight,	
we	will	try	to	order	Malling	7	(55%	of	standard	
size),	MM.111	(80%	of	standard)	semi-dwarf	ap-
ple	rootstock,	and	a	pear	rootstock.		Please	place	
your	order	and	prepay	by	January	24.	The	root-
stocks usually arrive by the last of February or first 
of	March.


