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The American holly
(Ilex opaca) tree is a com-
mon component of the
American Christmas holi-
day decorations. Its bright
red berries and unique
glossy green leaves make
it a popular addition to
landscapes as well. Leg-
end says when the Pil-
grims landed at Plymouth
Rock, the native holly
reminded them of the
European holly which
had been a symbol of
Christmas for centuries.
Early in the 20th century,
American holly’s popular-
ity caused it to become so
scarce that Delaware and
Maryland passed a law

Boughs of Holly

banning the sale of fresh
American holly.

American holly is a na-
tive evergreen tree com-
mon from Massachusetts
to Florida westward to
Texas. It is a slow grow-
ing tree, reaching heights
of 35-50 feet and trunk
circumference from 30-
50 inches. The Kentucky’s
state champion American
holly treeislocated in Bath
County and measures 54
feet in height and an as-
tounding 7.5 feet around.

American holly prefers
a moist, slightly acid soil
and grows well in full sun
topartialshade. Bothmale
and female trees must be
in the same area to pro-
duce berries. While both
produce creamy white
flowers in late spring, only
the females produce fruit.
One male plantis required
for pollinating up to eight
female trees. A ratio of 1:3
male to female trees is
about the optimum num-
ber for pollination and
production of berries. The
berries appear in mid-au-
tumn and serve as a major
food source for migrating

small birds such as cedar
waxwings and goldfinch-
es as well as deer, squirrel,
and turkeys. The berries
are poisonous to humans.

There are over 1,000
cultivars of American hol-
ly. Some varieties produce
yellow berries so check
the label or buy when the
berries are on the plant
to be sure of their color
and if it is a female plant.
Unpruned, their natural
form is a pleasing pyrami-
dal shape, but if you must
prune, note that berries
appear on the current
year’s growth. Pruning is
best done in December;

pruning after flowers
form in the spring will
mean fewer berries.

For more home land-
scape plant information,
contact the Estill County
Extension Service at 606-
723-4557. The Exten-
sion office will be closed
December 23rd through
January 1st for the holi-
days. We wish you all a
Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all
people regardless of economic or social
status and will not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief,
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital
status, genetic information, age, veteran
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Remove all mulch and
debris from around

the tree, as it provides
cover for mice as they

Prevent tree damage

Rabbits and mice damage young trees
in winter by feeding on bark and roots,
especially when there is prolonged snow
cover and food has become scarce.

Wrap the trunk with wire screen mp
- enough below the ground to protect %
major roots, and high enough above
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Holiday Tree
This season, why not fill your
holiday tree with birds? Its
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. Ifthe number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you. j
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4 CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: lequals T

TKYC IKY NXXGDY HXDCYR IKY
BKDBGYCU’ ZEUYZEVV IYEA, DIU
CEAY TEU ERRYR IX IKY NXXUIYN

NXUIYN.
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\_ J
 CryptoQuote )

AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.

JRTWT OWT DLGC JZD WDOYYV

JROJ GTOY JD VDATJRELB

GENT RHAOL ROXXELTVV. JRTC

easy to find bird-related items
like ornaments, nests, small
bird feeders, pinecones, rib-
bon, garland, birdhouses,

etc. The options are endless.

the snow line to prevent rabbits from
4= reaching the trunk. - Brenda Weaver

SNOW LEVEL

feed on bark and

roots. OWT AOWNTY QC JRT ZDWYV:

GDUT OLY OKRETUTATLJ.

..... YRR Imagine a tree filled only with — JRTDYDW WTEN
=N Source: red birds, How festive. Have k ©2019 King Features Synd., Inc. J
. www.mortonarb.org fun and be creative!

- E-mail: birdingbits@cfl.r.com
©2009 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Fruit Tree Rootstock Orders : Answer EqNRCS I
) . ) ) . If fitted together, the two sections on top ) e answer
The Estill Extension Service will be taking or- would make what larger shape below? °I(5
ders for apple and pear rootstocks in January offa
2020. If you want to propagate a favorite apple NN
or pear, grafting is one of the easiest ways to pre- °|[°
serve that cultivar. To graft, you will need scion Na U E[D
wood (terminal branch segments from last year’s _ = 4
growth collected at the end of February) and a e Ao B
rootstock. If you do not know how to graft, come E
by our office for information or assistance. Letter Box A
Although rootstock inventory has been tight, Solution 1T Al
we will try to order Malling 7 (55% of standard
size), MM.111 (80% of standard) semi-dwarf ap- UIRIBIKINISICIT]A Even EXChanQG
ple rootstock, and a pear rootstock. Please place IS TR oo amnes
your order and prepay by January 24. The root- T T 1. Lively, Lovely 6. Jiggle, Jingle
stocks usually arrive by the last of February or first ©2019 King Features Syndicate STeToTaTT Tk ls nlc] % St S 7. Order, Odder
of March. - in Mani
Stlckeler’s Answer on Page 11 slalklrlcINIBlU|T 3. Tender, Fender 8. Margin, Marvin
] BIKINJU|AIC|T|R|S| 4 Audt Audo 9. Blast, Beast
R.E.D. by Mike Marland Alsic|TIkK|IR|lU|BIN ‘ )
7 = : =77 = TTuRINs Bl A K 5. Expel, Excel 10. Waiver, Waiter
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THIS 1S MY WERE GONNA PLAY NOT PUSH FOOTBALL, ALL YoU HAVE TO PO [)S O CNI\T SJAICMO € .
FOOTBALL, | | TOLCH FOOTBALL OR SLAP FOOTBALL, 16 JUST TOUCH THE Y — King Crossword —
You GUYS OR PUNCH FOOTBALL! l:_E:Z?fOM WITH THE ~ Answers
COTBALL 4 CryptOQuip ) Solution time: 24 mins.
answer
o [
When the rookie joined the Slu
chickens’ baseball team, its PR
name was added to the rooster
\_ roster. )

/ CryptoQuote

answer

PONT BE

There are only two roads

%o @Oééyj that lead to something LIE
BONNIE like human happiness. They oln

_ are marked by the words:
B love and achievement. G[S
\___— Theodor Reik El
' C o Jou s30Q
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Now available by Wilson Casey! 2017 Bible
Trivia box calendar loaded with daily teasers.
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