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	 Although fall is consid-
ered the best time to seed 
cool-season grasses in 
lawns, February through 
mid-March is usually the 
second most successful 
time of year to seed or 
renovate. Springtime soil 
moisture is often good 
but because soil tem-
perature is usually low, 
germination is very slow. 
After germination, how-
ever, seedling growth is 
usually very fast. 
	 Under optimum con-
ditions the germination 
time for cool season 
grasses is generally listed 
as 15 to 21 days for Ken-
tucky bluegrass, 7-10 
days for tall fescue, and 5 
-7 days for perennial rye-
grass. However this time 
can be greatly extended 
when surface soil mois-
ture is very lacking, when 
there are periods of wet/
dry conditions, when the 
surface soil temperature 
remains cold, or when 
old seed or poor quality 
seed is used.
	 Turf-type tall fescue is 

recommended for most 
KY lawns and the top va-
rieties include Regener-
ate, Grade 3, Hemi, Bizem, 
Fesnova, Catalyst, Bulls-
eye, Falcon IV, Falcon V, 
Terrano, and Firebird 2. 
Select the best variety 
and purchase certified 
seed when possible. Such 
seed is generally pure 
and true to type for the 
characteristics developed 
by the plant breeder. Cer-
tified seed will contain 
fewer weed and other 
crop seed contaminants 
and will be free of inert 
filler. If you are unable 
to buy certified seed, it 
is still very important to 
buy seed by variety name. 
Seeding rate for turf-type 
tall fescue is 6 pounds per 
1,000 square feet. Make 
sure you get the seed in 
contact with the soil for 
success. Grass seeded on 
top of the ground usually 
fails.
	 Mow as frequently as 
needed to keep the old 
grass or weeds from shad-
ing the new seedlings. As 
the new seedlings devel-
op, continue mowing at 
the height intended for 
the entire turf area. Do 
not let the seedlings grow 
tall before mowing. Weed 
control efforts can usu-
ally begin, if needed, after 
the new seedlings have 
grown enough to have 
been mowed one or two 
times. 
	 For more information 
on lawn care, contact the 

Estill County Extension 
Office at 723-4557. You 
can also visit the UK Turf-
grass website at http://
www.uky.edu/Ag/uk-
turf/ for publications and 
videos on selected turf 
management topics.

FIREBLIGHT
MANAGEMENT
	 It is time to be plan-
ning the disease control 
program for the home 
orchard, especially fire 
blight. Fire blight, a bacte-
rium, is a disease that af-
fects fruit and ornamen-
tal plants. It over winters 
in cankers formed during 
the previous years’ infec-
tions and as “resident” 
bacteria on plant sur-
faces. When conditions 
are favorable, the disease 
attacks and causes the 
black “fired” appearance 
to the damaged tissues.
	 In order to control fire 
blight, there are several 
points to consider. Take 
extra care during the 
dormant season to prune 
trees according to sound 
horticultural principles. 
Trees properly thinned 
and shaped are gener-
ally less susceptible to 
fire blight. In addition, 
while trees are dormant, 
blighted twigs should be 
pruned just below the 
infected areas and de-
stroyed. This practice, 
which should be done 
every year, eliminates 
an important potential 

source of inoculum for 
subsequent epidemics. 
The pruning must be 
done carefully, so that all 
infected branches are re-
moved. This care is espe-
cially important in young 
plantings where un-
checked canker develop-
ment could easily kill the 
tree. It is not necessary 
to sterilize pruning tools 
for dormant pruning. 
Remove badly infected 
trees and old, neglected 
pear trees that could be 
sources of inoculum. 
	 While trees are break-
ing dormancy, just at first 
green tip, apply fixed cop-
per spray to the twigs and 
branches to help reduce 
over wintering bacterial 
inoculum. Avoid spray-
ing copper after 1/2-inch 
green tip so that fruits 
do not become russet-
ted. Thoroughly wash the 
spray tank following use, 
since the chemical can be 
corrosive. This spray also 
will reduce the over win-
tering populations of the 
fungi that cause black rot, 
blotch, and other canker 
diseases.
	 Visit the Estill County 
Extension office at 76 
Golden Court in Irvine for 
fruit tree spray schedules 
or call 723-4557.
	 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.

Bible Trivia Answers
Now available by Wilson Casey! 2017 Bible 

Trivia box calendar loaded with daily teasers.

ANSWER: 1) Old; 2) Cloud; 
3) David; 4) Aaron; 5) Jo-
nah; 6) Wax
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Sammie’s
722 Main St. , Ravenna ● 723-6562

Open Mon. -Fri. , 9-6, and Sat. , 9-5
	 ● Dutch Craft Amish-Made Bedding
	 ● New Bedroom Suites
	 ● New Living Room Suites
	 ● New Recliners & Lift Chairs
	 ● We do Special Orders
	 ● Tables & Chairs
Free Delivery & Set Up
12 Months Same As Cash*
*With Approved Credit

Furniture & Appliances

Now

Acceptin
g

Farming News
from Extension Agent Eric Baker____________________________________________

Friday, March 8th @ 6:30pm____________________________________________
Beef Quality Care Assurance Training

	 Attention cattle producers! The Estill County Coop-
erative Extension Service will host a Beef Quality Care 
Assurance (BQCA) training on Friday, March 8th, 6:30 
p.m., at the Extension office, 76 Golden Court, Irvine. 
Participants will have a comprehensive training includ-
ing proper cattle handling techniques, proper nutrition, 
animal health procedures, health disorders, handling fa-
cilities and hauling, and more. Contact the Estill County 
Cooperative Extension Service at 723-4557.____________________________________________
Thursday, March 14th @ 6:00pm____________________________________________

March Cattle Producer Meeting
	 Extension and Estill County Cattlemen’s Association 
are having a cattle producer meeting on Thursday, March 
14th, 6:00 p.m., at the Estill County Extension office. 
The meeting is sponsored by Multimin USA, producer 
of an injectable trace mineral product for cattle. Multimin 
technical veterinarian Dr. Dan Tracy will discuss trace 
minerals, different forms of supplementation, challenges 
that exist that impact the trace mineral status of cattle, and 
influence of trace minerals have on cattle immune and 
reproductive system. A catered meal will be provided. 
Please pre-register by March 11th by calling 723-4557. 
Estill County Cattlemen’s Association will have a busi-
ness meeting afterward.____________________________________________
Deadline is Friday, March 15th____________________________________________

Time to place your order
	 Time to place your order for berry plants and more
	 The Estill County Extension Service will be taking or-
ders for strawberry, blackberry, blueberry, raspberry, as-
paragus, and Candy onion plants.  Plants will be delivered 
in early April.  If you are interested or have questions, call 
our office at 723-4557.  Order and prepay by March 15th.____________________________________________


