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Do YouReally Seek God's Will?

by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

“And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a cer-
tain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him,
Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. And
he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done, as in heaven, so in earth. Give us day by day our daily
bread. 4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one
that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation, but de-
liver us from evil,” Luke 11:1-4.

In the model prayer we see that Jesus talked about the
Father’s will. He showed that the believer is to seek God’s will
and for it to be done on earth. Now, if it, God’s will, is to be
done on earth then it stands to reason that it is to be done in our
lives. The question then is this, do we really want the Lord’s
will to be done in our lives? I know that we say it, but I think
we say it without thinking it through.

There are many situations in the bible where God’s
will was done, but I don’t know that it was what the people
involved would have wanted. Consider the three in the fire,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 3:14), or Daniel

in the lion’s den. They faced these dangers in faith, knowing
that they could die but trusting God. Did they look forward to
these trials of faith?

When we ask for the Lord’s will to be done I suppose that
we think of good things for him to give us. In our minds we
hope that his will for us included health, love, and the things
that we need and want in life. Could anybody want trials and
hard times to come in their life and to believe that these would
be the will of God? The bible is filled with bad things that hap-
pened to good people. Some went through trials that they en-
dured while others were put to death.

Consider Acts 12 and what it tells of James, the apostle,
and Peter. King Herod imprisoned and killed James. When it
says that he was killed with the sword it usually means that he
was beheaded. Because it pleased the Jews he also arrested Pe-
ter, intending to do the same to him. For some reason the Lord
allowed James to die, while Peter was delivered. Both were in
the will of God. These and many other things that happened
we may not understand, but that is where faith comes in. We
trust God, knowing that he knows what he is doing. “And we
know that all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose,”
Romans 8:28.

Remember that God allowed his son to go to the cross

and give his life for the sins of the world. Jesus knew about
crucifixion and the suffering that took place. “He went away
again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if
this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will
be done,” Matt 26:42. He surrendered his will to the Will of
God, even though he dreaded the pain and suffering that would
come. That is what it means to really say, and to mean it, “Thy
will be done.”

At times something will happen in a persons’ life that
brings great hurt and sorrow. Some people become angry at
God because he didn’t prevent it from happening. Because it
wasn’t what they wanted to take place they are upset, hurt, and
disappointed with the Lord. Many of us have lost loved ones
and their passing hurt us deeply. The greatest shock and hurt
came when my grandson was taken in a car accident. We don’t
understand God’s plan and wonder why such things happen,
but we never doubt that the Lord loves us.

One thing that life teaches us is that things don’t always
go the way that we would like just because we believe in God
and live for him. Through it all we learn to trust the Lord,
knowing that he is leading us closer home with each passing
day. If we truly believe in him we will walk with him all the
way. [ know that bad times hurt, but if we think about it, isn’t
those the times that we learn and grow stronger?
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