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In 20 Minutes?
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

	 “And upon the first day of the week, when the dis-
ciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto 
them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his 
speech until midnight. And there were many lights in the 
upper chamber, where they were gathered together. And 
there sat in a window a certain young man named Eu-
tychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as Paul was 
long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down 
from the third loft, and was taken up dead. And Paul went 
down, and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble 
not yourselves; for his life is in him. When he therefore 
was come up again, and had broken bread, and eaten, 
and talked a long while, even till break of day, so he de-
parted,” Acts 20:7-11.
 One of the things that some people complain 
about going to church is the length of the sermon. If 
the preacher goes past 12 O’clock on Sunday morning 
they feel like an injustice has been done. One person 
even told me once that if you couldn’t say it in twenty 
minutes then it was not worth saying. Really? I have 

trouble believing that a Christian could be that igno-
rant. Still, there are some church goers who feel that 
way.
 Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also,” Luke 12:34. The Lord lived in this 
world, walking in the flesh, but He thought more of 
heaven and doing the Father’s will than of the things 
of this world. Did the Sermon on the Mount take more 
than twenty minutes? I believe it did. How about the 
time that the people stayed with Jesus three days in 
the wilderness? He said that they had been there three 
days without food so he fed them with the loaves and 
the fish. They were more interested in what he had to 
say than in the food.
 When Martha asked Jesus to make Mary stop lis-
tening to him teach and come help her cook, He refused 
saying, “Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled 
about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary 
hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away 
from her” Luke 10:41-42. He didn’t worry about the 
food as much as Martha did. He was pleased that Mary 
saw what was important in life. There was a time to eat 
and a time to learn. They could eat at most any time, 
but the opportunities to hear Jesus was very limited.

 It is sad to see those who grumble about the 
length of a sermon rejoice when a ball game goes into 
overtime. The longer it goes the more interesting it be-
comes and no one complains of being tired of watching 
it. Folks will say that it was a great game and hope to 
see another like it soon. It kind of makes you wonder 
where their treasure is, don’t it?
 Paul preached all night long and told of the glory of 
God. Nobody seemed to mind for they were interested 
to hear of heaven and the Savior. Few today would be 
that interested to hear God’s Word. Today’s churches 
have cut back and cut out some services that used to be 
well attended. Why has this happened? Did it have to 
happen, or is there another reason?
 We, the church, have cut back in church atten-
dance because we have cut back in our walk with God. 
People don’t seem to take time to read their bibles as 
much as people used to. The result is that the believers 
are weaker and less committed to the Lord. The lost 
sinners don’t come to the house of God because they 
don’t see Christ in the lives of Church goers like they 
used too. We can’t show the world that we have some-
thing that they need if we live like they do. You can’t lift 
a person out of the mire of sin if you’re in it with him.
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