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Farming News
Fall Soil Testing

	 Farmers,	gardeners,	and	homeowners	should	
consider	soil	testing	to	determine	what	nutrients	
are	in	their	soils	and	what	nutrients	are	lacking	that	
must	be	added	for	proper	growth	of	crops,	pasture,	
vegetables,	ornamentals,	or	lawns.		

	 Soil	testing	is	a	special	chemical	analysis	that	
provides	a	guideline	for	lime	and	fertilizer	needs	of	
soils.	Soil	testing	service	is	available	to	every	Ken-
tucky	citizen	through	the	University	of	Kentucky	
Agricultural	Experiment	Station	and	the	Coopera-
tive	Extension	Service.		We	have	soil	sample	bags	
and	soil	probes	we	can	loan.
	 At	this	time,	we	can	provide	soil	tests	through	
our office for FREE thanks to funding by the Estill 
County Extension District Board. Offer has limita-
tions	so	call	or	stop	by	for	details.

Sammie’s
722 Main Street, Ravenna ● 723-6562
Open MON-FRI 9-6 and SATURDAY 9-5

 ● Tables & Chairs (We do special orders!)
 ● New Mattresses and Box Springs
 ● New Bedroom Suites
 ● New Living Room Suites
 ● New Recliners & Lift Chairs

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NO PROBLEM!
EASY FINANCING BY

Free Delivery & Set Up

Furniture

Eric Baker
Estill County Extension
Agent for Agriculture 
& Natural Resources

	 Cattle	producers	take	
note	 that	 early	 August	
is	 the	 time	 to	 consider	
stockpiling	 cool-season	
grass	pastures.	You	can	
take	 advantage	 of	 good	
growing	 conditions	 to	
obtain	high-quality	pas-
ture	for	late	fall	and	early	
winter	grazing.	Stockpil-
ing	 helps	 broaden	 the	
pasture	 season	 for	 the	
cow	 herd,	 reduces	 feed	
and	labor	costs	by	 low-
ering	the	amount	of	hay	
needed,	and	provides	an	

ideal	location	for	the	beef	
cow	herd	to	winter	and	
calve.	
	 It’s	 really	 easy	 to	 be-
gin	to	stockpile.	Select	a	
paddock	you	have	grazed	
or	mowed	to	3-4	inches	
in	 height	 (new	 growth	
is	 necessary	 for	 best	
yields). Remove the cat-
tle	from	the	selected	pad-
dock,	apply	nitrogen	fer-
tilizer,	and	allow	grass	to	
accumulate	growth	until	
November	or	December.	
Then,	 put	 cattle	 on	 the	
pasture	 one	 section	 at	
a time until they’ve fin-
ished	grazing	the	whole	
field. 
 Remember to take soil 
samples	 for	analyses	 to	
determine	 pasture	 re-
quirements	for	phospho-
rus,	potassium	and	lime.	
You’ll	need	this	informa-
tion	to	renovate	with	clo-
ver	in	the	spring.
	 There	are	a	number	of	
forages	you	can	feed	dur-

ing	the	stockpiling	peri-
od	from	now	until	early	
November.	These	include	
sorghum-sudan	hybrids,	
sudangrass,	 bermudag-
rass,	grass-lespedeza	and	
grass-legumes.	 Tall	 fes-
cue	and	Kentucky	blue-
grass	are	the	best	grasses	
to	stockpile	in	Kentucky.
Nitrogen	 and	 moisture	
are	 critical	 to	 success-
fully	stockpiling	grasses.	
Topdress	 at	 the	 rate	 of	
40	 to	 60	 pounds	 of	 ac-
tual	nitrogen	per	acre	for	
Kentucky	bluegrass.	Use	
40	to	80	pounds	of	actual	
nitrogen	per	acre	on	tall	
fescue.	
	 Yields	can	be	very	good	
when	water	is	available	
during	 the	 stockpiling	
period.	 Tall	 fescue	 can	
produce	two	tons	of	dry	
matter	up	to	late	Novem-
ber.	With	adequate	water	
producers	can	achieve	25	
pounds	of	dry	matter	for	
each	pound	of	nitrogen	

used.	After	frost,	let	cattle	
graze grass-legume fields 
quickly	before	plants	de-
teriorate.	Then,	put	ani-
mals	 on	 the	 stockpiled	
grass fields. For the most 
efficient use of stockpiled 
fields, establish a strip 
grazing	 system	 by	 us-
ing	a	temporary	electric	
fence to section off areas 
of the field.
	 For	more	information	
on	 stockpiling	 contact	
the	Estill	County	Exten-
sion	Service	at	606-723-
4557	or	visit	the	follow-
ing	 internet	 link	for	UK	
Extension	 publication	
AGR-162 (http://www2.
ca.uky.edu/agcomm/
p u b s / a g r / a g r 1 6 2 /
agr162.pdf).
		 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.

Stockpiling Cool-Season Grasses


