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	 Did You Worship?
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

	 “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor-
shippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for 
the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: 
and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in 
truth,”	(John 4:23-24).	
	 I	heard	a	lady	say	years	ago	that	she	wouldn’t	go	to	
church	where	her	mother-in-law	went.	She	went	on	to	say	
that	all	they	seemed	to	do	was	to	look	at	what	you	wore	to	
church	and	to	talk	about	the	clothes	that	were	worn.	There	
is	something	bad	wrong	with	that	attitude.	Nowhere	in	all	
of	God’s	Word	does	he	tell	us	to	do	that.	That	is	a	self-righ-
teous,	hypocritical	spirit	that	is	not	of	the	Lord.	Doesn’t	it	
sound	like	the	Pharisee	as	he	looked	at	the	publican	in	Luke	
18?	God	looks	on	the	heart	and	he	can	see	the	thoughts	and	
the	attitude	that	we	have.
	 When	we	go	to	worship	that	is	exactly	what	we	are	to	
do,	worship	God.	We	are	not	there	to	find	fault	with	others,	
we	are	to	ask	God	to	forgive	us	for	our	faults	and	sins.	The	
Publican	was	there	for	the	right	reason,	he	asked	God	to	
forgive	him.	He	didn’t	look	at	the	Pharisee	for	he	was	con-
cerned	about	his	own	spiritual	condition.

	 We	can	go	to	church	and	still	not	worship	the	Lord.	If	
we	watch	others	and	look	at	what	they	do	instead	of	look-
ing	to	God	how	is	that	worship?	Do	we	feel	close	to	the	
Lord	when	we	enter	his	house	of	worship?	When	we	sing	
do	we	consider	the	words	to	the	songs	and	sing	with	joy	and	
heartfelt	praise,	or	do	we	just	say	the	words?	We	don’t	have	
to	be	a	great	singer	with	a	wonderful	voice	to	give	praise	
the	Lord.	He	wants	us	to	be	thankful	and	to	love	him,	being	
concerned	with	what	he	thinks	rather	than	what	others	think	
of	us.
	 I	believe	that	many	times	people	do	not	praise	and	wor-
ship	the	Lord	because	they	think	that	other	people	could	do	
better.	Who	are	we	there	to	serve	and	to	praise?	It	should	be	
to	worship	the	Lord,	the	God	of	Salvation,	and	no	one	else.	
If	God	approves	of	us	and	our	efforts	to	serve	him	why	are	
we	hindered	by	what,	we	think,	are	the	thoughts	of	others?	
Take	singing	for	instance.	We	have	the	voices	that	the	Lord	
gave	us.	It	might	not	be	as	good	as	that	of	someone	else,	but	
it	is	the	voice	that	God	gave	and	he	knows	of	our	abilities.	
He	does	not	expect	us	to	be	able	to	do	like	someone	else.	
Consider	the	parable	of	the	talents.	The	Lord	didn’t	expect	
the	servant	with	one	talent	to	do	as	well	as	the	one	who	had	
ten	talents.	However,	he	did	expect	him	to	do	the	best	he	
could	with	what	he	had.
	 Do	we	pray,	believing	 in	our	hearts	 that	God	will	
answer	our	prayers?	During	prayer	time	at	church	do	we	

pray,	or	listen	to	someone	else?	Another	person	can	pray	
for	us	and	that’s	fine,	but	we	need	to	pray	and	talk	to	God	
ourselves.	God	wants	a	personal	relationship	with	us	as	in-
dividuals.	We	worship	as	the	church,	but	we	also	need	to	
worship	as	individuals.	The	church	is	a	body	of	believers	
who	are	saved,	but	he	saved	us	one	by	one.	
	 We	worship	as	a	congregation,	but	each	of	us	should	
worship	the	Lord	in	our	own	heart.	No	one	can	worship	for	
you,	just	as	no	one	can	believe	for	you.	The	Lord	knows	
each	of	us	and	what	we	can	do	and	what	we	believe	in	
our	hearts.	If	we	are	sincere	and	truly	thankful	the	Lord	is	
pleased	with	our	efforts.	I	think	often	of	the	Pharisee	and	
the	publican	in	Luke 18.	The	Pharisee	was	so	proud	of	him-
self	and	so	condemning	of	the	publican.	He	was	proud	of	
his	life	so	he	thought	that	the	Lord	should	be	too.	The	Lord	
had	a	different	opinion	of	the	two	men	than	the	Pharisee.	
God	said	that	the	publican	went	to	his	house	justified	rather	
than	the	Pharisee.	Why?	The	Pharisee	came	to	see	and	to	
be	seen.	The	publican	came	to	worship	God	and	to	seek	
forgiveness.	This	story	in	Luke 18	shows	the	difference	in	
reasons	that	some	have	for	going	to	worship.	
	 No	matter	what	people	think	about	us,	whether	good	
or	bad,	God	is	the	one	who	knows	the	truth	of	what	we	are.	
The	Lord	sees	the	heart	and	knows	what	we	really	think	
about	him	and	other	people.	As	someone	said,	“The	world	
sees	what	we	do,	the	Lord	sees	why	we	do	it.”
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